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EXPEDITION 

O F 

HUMPHRY CLINKER. 
To Dr. Lewis. 



I SHOULD be very ungrateful, dear 
Lewis, if 1 did not find myielf dif- 
pofed to think and fpeak favourably of 
this peopk, amon^ whom I have met with 
more kindnefs, holf italit)', and rational 
entertainment, in a few weeks, than ever 
I received in any other country during 
the whole courfc of my life.— Perhaps, 
Vol. in. B the 
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2 The EXpEDITIOfJ of 
the gratitude excited by thefe benefits 
may interfere with the impartiality of my 
remarks ; for> a man is as apt to be" pre- 
pofieffed by particular favours as to- be 
prejudiced by private motives of difguft. 
If I am partial, rhereis, ac leaft, fomc me- 
, rit in my converfion from illiberal preju- 
dices which had grown up with my con- 
fti^ution. 

The firft imprefllons which an Englifli- 
man receives in this country, will not 
contribute to the removal of his preju- 
dices; becaufe he refers every thing he 
tees to a comparilbn with the fame articles 
in his own country ; and this comparifon 
is unfavourable to Scotland in all its ex- 
teriors, fuch as the face of the country lit 
refpect to cultivation, the appearance of 
the bulk of the people, and the language 
of converfation in general. — I am not fo 
far convinced by Mr. Lifmahago's argu- 
ments, but that I think the Scots would 
do well, for their own. fakes, to adopt the 
Englilh idioms and pronunciation ; rhofc 
of them cfpecially, who are refolved to 

pu(h their fortunes in South-Britain. 

! know, by experience, how eafily an 
Englilhman is influenced by the ear, and 
how apt he is to laugh, when he hears his 
own language fpoken with a foreign or 
pro- 
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HUMPHRY CLINKER. 3 

provincial accent. — 1 have known a mem- 
ber of the houfe of commons fpeak witit 
great energy and precifion, without being 
able to engage attention, becaufe his ob- 
iervations were made in the Scotch dia- 
left, which (no offence to lieutenant Lif-- 
mahago) certaihly gives a clownifh air 
even to fcntiments of the greateft dignity 
and decorum. — I have declared my opi- 
luon on this head to fbme of the moft 
ftnfible men of this country, obferving, 
at the fame time, tfjat if they would cm- 
ploy a few natives of England to teach the 
pronunciation of our vernacular tongue, 
in twenty years there would be no diffe- 
rence, in point of diale<5l:, between the 
youth of Edinburgh and of London. 

The civil regulations of this kingdom 
and metropolis are taken from very dif- 
ferent models from thofe of England, ex- 
cept in a few particular eftablilhments, 
the neceflary confequcnces of the union. 
—Their college of jufticc is a bench of 
great dignity, filled wkh judges of cha- 
rader and ability. — I have heard fome 
caufes tried before this venerable tribu- 
nal i and was very much pleafed with the 
pleadings of their advocates, who arc by 
no means deficient either in .argument or 
elocutioQ. The Seottilh legiOation is 
B'2 founded. 
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4 The expedition op 

founded, in a grcjit meafure, on the civil 
law i confequently, their proceedings vary 
from thole of the Englilh tribunals j bur, 
1 think, they have the advantage of us 
in their method of examining witnefles 
apart, and in the conftitution of their 
jury, by which they certainly avoid the 
evil which I mentioned in my laft from 
Lifmahago's obfervation. 

The univerfity of Edinburgh is fup- 
plied with excellent profcflbrs in all the 
fciences; and the medical fchool, in par- 
ticular, is famous all over Europe. — The 
ftudents of this art have the beft opportu- 
nity of learning it to perfeAion, in all its 
branches, as there are different courfes 
for ihe theory of medicine, and the frailice 
ef medicine -, for anatomy, cbemijiry, botete^, 
and the materia medica, over and above 
thofe of matbimalies and expert mental phi- 
Icfophy ; and all thcfe are given by men of 
diftinguifhed talents. What renders this 
part of education ftiil more complete, is 
the advantage of attending the infirmary, 
which is the beft inftituted cliaritable 
foundation that I ever knew. Now we 
are talking of charities, here are feverat 
hofpitals, exceedingly well endowed, and 
maintained under admirable regulationis ; 
and thcfc are not only ufeful, but orna- 
mental 
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. HUMPHRY CLINKER. 5 
mental to the city. Among thcfe, I fliall 
only mention the general work-houfe, in 
which all the poor, not ocherwife provided 
for, arc employed, according to their dif- 
ferent abilities, with fuch judgment and 
effeft, that they nearly maintain them- 
fclves by their labour, and there is not a 
beggar to be fcen within the precinifts of 
this metropolis. It was Glafgow that fet 
the example of this eftablilhment, about 
_ thirty years ago. — Even the kirk of Scot- 
land^ ib long reproached with fanatacifin 
and canting, abounds at prefent with mi- 
aiders celebrated for their learning, and 
refpeftablc for their nioderacion.— i have 
heard their fermons with equal altonifh- 
ment and pleafure,— The good people of 
Edinburgh no longer think dirt and cob- 
webs eflential to the houfe of God. — Some 
of their churches have admitted fuch or- 
naments as would have excited fedition, 
even in England, a little more than 4 
century ago ; and pfalmody is here prac- 
tifed and taught by a profelfor from the 
cathedral of Durham : — 1 ihould not be 
furprifed, in a few years, to hear it ac- 
companied with an organ. 

Edinburgh is a hot-bed of genius.^^ 

I have had the good fortune to be made 

acquainted with many authors of the firlt 

B 3 di- 
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6 The EXPEDITION of 

diftinflion ; fiich as the two Humes, Ro^ 
bcrtfon, Smith, Wallace, Blair, Fergufooi 
Wilkie, &c. and I have found them all 
as agreeable in converfation as they are 
inftruiftive and cntercaining in their writ- 
ings. Thefe acquaintances I owe to the 
fritindlhip of Dr. Carlyle, who wants 
pothing but inclination to figure with the 
■ fell upon paper. The magiftracy of 
Edinburgh is changed every year by elec- 
tion, and fcems to be very well adapted 
both for ftate and authority.— The lord 
frovofi is equal in dignity to the lord mayor 
ofLnndon ; and the four iaZ/w are equiva- 
lent to the rank of aldermen. — There is 
z dean cf guild, who takes cognizance of 
mercantile affairs j a treafurer ; a town- 
clerk i and the couacU is compofed of 
deacons., one of whom is returned every 
year, in rotation, as reprefentative of every 
company of artificers or handicraftfmen, 
ThougK this city, from the nature of its 
Htuation, can never be made either very 
convenient or very cleanly, it has, never- 
thelefs, an air of magnificence that com- 
mands refpe6t. — The caftle is an inftancc 
of the fublime in fcite and architcfture,— 
Its fortifications are kept in good order, 
and there is always in it a garrifon of re- 
gular foldiers, which is relieved every 
year ; 
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HUMPHRY CLINKER. 7 

year; but it is incapableof fuftaining a 
liege carried on according to the modem 
operations of war,—- ^The caftk hill, 
which extends from the outward gate to 
the upper eird of the high-ftrcct, is ufed 
as a public walk for the citizens, and 
commands a profpeft, equally extenfive 
and dcKghtftil, over the county of Fife, 
on the other fide of the Fnth, and aU 
along the rea<oaft« which is cohered 
witha iacceffion of towns that would fcem 
to indicate a conftderable (hare c^ comr 
ineTCCi but, if the truth muft be told, 
thcfe towns have been falling to decay 
evcr-fince the union, by which the Scot* 
Tret« in a great meafure deprived of their 
trade with France,— The palace of Holy- 
rood-houfc is a jewel in architcfture, 
diruft into a hollow where it cannot be 
leen} a fltuat-ien which was certainly not 
chofen by the ingenious architeft, who 
muft have been confined to the fcite of 
the old palace, which was a convene 
Edinburgh is confiderably extended on 
the fouth fide, where there are divers 
little elegant fquares built in the Englifh 
manner ; and the citizens have planned 
fome improvements on the north, which, 
when put in execution, will add 'greatly 

B4 : 10 
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8 The EXPEDITION o» 

to the beauty and convenience of this ca- 
pital. 

The fea-poft is Leith, a Houriihing 
town, about a mile from the city, in the 
harbour of which I have feen above one 
hundred ftiips lying all together. Ywi 
tnufl know, I had the curiofity to crofs 
the Frith in a paflage-boat, and flayed 
two days In Fife, which is. remarkably 
fruitful in corn, and exhibits a furpriUne 
number of fine feats, elegantly built, ana 
magnificently furnifhed. There is an in- 
credible number of noble houfes in every 
part of Scotland that I have feen. — Dal-' 
kcith, Pinkie, Ycfter, and lord Hopton's* 
allof them within four or five miles of 
Edinburgh, are princely palaces, in every 
one of which a foveretgn nught reOdc at 
his eafe. — I fup^ofe the Scots affeft thefc 
monuments of grandeur. — If I may be 
allowed to mingle cenfure with my re- 
marks upon a people I revere, I muft ob- 
ferve, that their weak fide fcems to be va- 
nity. — I am afraid that even their hofpi- 
tality is not quite free of oftcntation. — 
I think I have difcovcrcd among them 
uncommon pains taken to difplay their 
fine linen, of which, indeed, they have 
great plenty, their furniture, plate, houfe- 
kcep- 
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keeping, and variety of wines, in -which 
article,- it muft be owned, they are pro- 
fufe, if not prodigal. — A burgher- of 
Edinburgh, not content to vie with a ci- 
tizen of London, who has ten times his 
fortune, muft excel him in the expence 
as well as elegance of his entertainments. 

Though the villas of the Scotch nobi- 
lity and gentry have generally an air of 
grandeur and ftaCe, 1 think their gardens 
and parks are not comparable to thofe 
of England i a circumftance the more 
remarkable, as I was told by the inge- 
nious Mr. Philip Miller of Chelfea, that 
almoft all the gardeners of South- Britain 
were natives of Scotland. The verdure 
of this country is not equal to that of 
England. — The pleafure-graunds are, in 
my opinion, not- fo well laid out accord- 
ing to thegetiius loci.; nor are the lawns, 
and walks, and hedges kept in fuch de- 
licate order. — The trees are planted in 
prudiih rows, which have not fuch an 
agreeable natural etfed, as when they 
are thrown into irregular groupcs, with 
intervening glades ; and the firs, which 
they generally raife around their houfes, 
look dull and funereal in the fummer 

feafon. 1 muft confefs, indeed, that 

they yield ferviceable timber, and good 
B 5 ihelter 
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to The expedition of 
{heltcr againft the northern bUfts ; (hat 
they grow and thrive in the moft barren 
foil, and continually perfpire a fine bal- 
fam of turpentine, which muft render the 
air very falutary and fanative to lungs of 
a tender texture. 

Tabby and I hare been both frighten- 
ed in our return by fea from the coaft 

of Fife. She was afraid of drowning, ' 

and I of catching cold, in confequencc 
of being drenched with fea-water j but 
my fears, as well as her's, have been hap- 
pily difappointed. She is now in pei^ 

feA health ; I wilh I could fay the fame 

of Liddy. Something uncommon is 

the matter with that poor child ; her 
colour fades, her appetite fails, anc) her 

fpirit! flag. She is become moping 

and melancholy, and is often found in 

tears. Her brother fufpefts internal 

"uneafinefs on account of Wilfon, and de- 
•noun^s vegeance againft that adventurer. . 
■■- -- ' 'She was, it fccms, ftrongly affefled 
at the ball by the fudden appearance of 
'One Mr. Gordon, who ftrongly refembles 
ihe faid Wilfon j but I am rather fufpi- 
clous that fhe caught cold by being over- 
heated with dancing. — I have confulted 
Dr. Gregory, an eminent phyfician of 
an amiable charafter, who advifcs the 
high- 
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land air, and the ufe of goat-milk whey, 
which, furcly, cannot have a bad cSe& . 
tipon a pafient who was born and bred 
among the mountains of Wales.— The 
doctor's opinion is the more agreeable, as 
we fhaU find thofe remedies m the very 
place which I propofcd as the utmoft ex- 
tent of our expedition — I mean the bor- 
ders of Argyle. 

Mr. Smollett, oneof the judges of the 
icotnmifiary court, which is now fitting, 
Ms very kindly infiftcd upon our lodging 
kt his country-houfc, on the banks of ■ 
J-ough- Lomond, about fourteen miles be- 
yond Glafgow. For this laft city we 
fhall fct out in two days, and take Stir- 
ling in our way, well provided with re- 
commendations from our friends at Edin^t 
burgh, whom^I proteft, I fhall leave wich 
much regret. I am fo far from thinking 
it any hardfliip to live in this country, 
that, if 1 was obliged to lead a town life, 
Edinburgh would certainly be the head* 
quarters of 

Yours always^ 

Edr.Ai^aftg. Matt. B&AMBLE. 
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To Sir Watkjm Phillips, Bar', of 
Jcfgs college, Oxon. 

DEAR KNIGHT, 

I AM now Httle fiiort of the Ultim* 
Thide, if this appellation properly belong* 
to the Orkneys or Hebrides. Thefe kft 
are now lying before me, to the amount 
of fome hundreds, fcattercd up and down 
the Deucalidonian fea, affording the moll 
pifturefque and rohiantic profpeft I ever 
beheld 1 write this letter in a gentle- 
man's houfe, near the town of Inyerarjr^ 
which may be deemed the capital of tiie 
Weft Highlands, famous for nothing fa 
.much as iot the ftately caftle begun, and 
adually covered in by the late duke of 
Argyle, at a prodigious expenee — Whe- 
ther it will ever be completely finiflied i% 
a qucftion 

But, to take things in order, We 

left Edinburgh ten days ago; and the 
further North we proceed, we find Mrs. 
Tabitha the lefs manageable ^ fo that her 
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HUMPHRY CLINKER. 13 

inclinations are not of the nature of the 
loadftone; theypointnot towards the pole. 
"What made her leave Edinburgh with re- 
ludance at laft, if we may believe fier 
own alTertions, was a difpute which fhe 
left unfiniflied with Mr. Moffat, touch- 
ing the eternity of hell torments. That 
gentleman, as he advanced in years, be- 
gan to be fceptical ' on this head, till, at 
length, he declared open war againft the 
common acceptation of the word eternah 
He is now perfiiaded, that eternal (igni> 
fies no more than an indefinite number of 
years } and that the moft enormous linner 
may be quit for nine millions, nine hundred 
thoa/and, nine hundred and ninety-nine years 
tf bell-fire; which term or period, as he 
very well obfervcs, forms but an incon- 
liderable drop, as it were, in the oceaii of 
-.eternity — For this mitigation he contends, 
as a fyftcm agrecaUe to the ideas of good- 
nefs and mercy, which we annex to the 
fuprcmc Being — Our aunt feemed will- 
ing to adopt this doftrine in favour of the 
wicked J but he hinted, that no perfoa 
whatever was fo righteous as to be ex- 
empted entirely from punifhment in a fu- 
ture ftate ; and that the moft pious Chrt- 
ftian. upon earth might think himfelf ve- 
ry happy to get,ofFfor a feft of feven<»' 
eight 
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/tight tboufaod years in th« midft^of fire 
and brunftone. Mn. T^ibttha revoked 
ai this dogma, which fiUed her at once 
with horror and indignation- — She had re- 
rourle to the opinion of Humphry Clin- 
ker, who roundly declared it was the 
popiOi do£trine of purgatory, and quoted 
kripturc in defence of i^z fire ^verjafiing^ 
prepared for tbt devil and his angels — The 
reverend mcfter Mackcorkendale, and all 
the theologies and faints of that perfua- 
fion were confuked, and fiame of them 
had doubts about the matter \ which 
doubts and fcruples had begun to mizGt 
our aunt, -when we took our departure 
irom Edinburgh. 

We paffi:d through Linlithgow, wlwr^ 
there was an eiegaoc royai palace, which 
is now gone to decay, as well as the town 

. itfclf — This too is pretty much the cafij 
with Stirling, though it flill boalts of a 
fine old caille, m which the kings of 
Scotland were wont to rcfide in their mi- 
nority — But. Glafgow is the pride of Scot- 

' land, and, indeed, it might very well pafs for 
an elegant and BouriHiing city in any pare 
oS Chriflendom. There we had the good 
fortune to be received inio the houfe of 
Ms. Moore, an emiiKnt furgeon, to 
whom wc were recoraoiendcd by one o^ 
our 



HUMPHRY CLINKER, ij 

bur fftends at Edinburgh; and, trul^ 
lie couki not have done us more eflen- 
tial fervicc — Mr. Moore is a merry fit- 
cetious companion, frnfiWe and flirewd, 
"With a confideraUe fund <^ humour { and 
his wife an agreeable woman, welt tHrd, 
kind, and obliging — Kindnefs, which I 
take to be the cfTence o£ good -nature and 
■humanitj', is the diftinguifliing charafte<- 
Tiftic of the Scotch ladies in their own 
country — Our.landlord fliewed us every 
thing, and introduced us to all the world 
atGlafgowj where, through his recom- 
mendation, we were complimented with 
the freedom of the town. Confidering 
the trade and opulence of this place, it 
cannot but abound with gaiety and di" 

verfions Here is a great number of 

young fellows that rival the youth of tht 
capital in fpirit and expence-, and I Wat 
foon convinced, that all the female beau^ 
ties of Scotland were not' aflembled at 
the hunters ball in Edinburgh— The 
town of Glafgow fiourifhes in learning, as 
well as in commerce — Here is an univer- 
fityi with profcflbrs in all the different 
branches of fcicnce, liberally endowed, 
and judicioudy chofen — It was vacation 
time when I paffed, fo that 1 could not 
entirely faiisfy my curiofity-, but tbt-if 
mode 
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mode of education is xertainljr preferable 
to ours in fome rcfpefts — The ftudcnts 
are not left to the private inftruftion of 
tutors; but taught in public fchools or 
claflfes, each fcicnce by its particular pro- 
feflbr or regent. 

My uncle is in raptures with Glafgow 
—He not only vifued .all the manufac- 
tures of the place, but made cxcurfions 
all round, to Hamilton, PaJiley, Ren- 
frew, and every other place within a 
dozen miles, where there was any thing 
remarkable to be feen in art or nature. 
I believe the exercife, occafioned by thefe 
jaunts, was of fervice tO my fiflrer-Liddy, 
whofe appetite and fpirits begin to revive 
— JVIrs. Tabiiha difpiaycd her attradtions . 
us ^fbai, and at5tually believed Hie had en- 
tangled one Mr, Maclellan, a rich inkle- 
manufacturer, in her fnares ; but wheii 
matters came to an explanation, it ap- 
peared that his attachment was altogether 
fpirii'ial, founded upon an intercourfe of 
devotion, at the meeting of Mr. John 
Wefley 1 whu, in the courfe of his evan- 
gelical mltHon, had come hither in per- 
Kin — Ac lengtli, we fet out for the banks 
ofLough-Lomond.palTing through the licr 
tle boroughof Dumbarton, or (as my un* 
clc will have it) Dunbrittonj where there 
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h a caftle, more curious than any thing o^ 
the kind I had ever feen — It is honoured 
with a particular defcription by the ele* 
gaot Buchannan, as an erx inexpugmtbiUst 
and, indeed, it mult have been impreg- 
nable by the anticnc manner of bclieging. 
It is a rock of confiderable entent, rifing 
with a double top, in an angle formed by 
the confluence of two rivers, the Clyde 
and the Leven % perpendicular and inac- 
celGble on all fides, except in one place 
where the encrance is fortified; and there 
is no riGng-ground in the neighbourhood 
from whence it could be damaged by any 
kind of battery. 

From Dumbarton, the Weft High- 
lands appear in the form of huge, dufty 
mountains, piled one over another ', >~ 
this profpeft is not atall furprifirg to a .- 
tive of Glamorgan — We nave fixed our 
head-quarters at Cameron, a very neat 
country-houfe belonging to comniilTary 
Smollett, where we found every To "of 
accommodation we could "^ellre — j i? 
fituated like a Druid's tempL, in a gi 
of oak, clofe by the '.dc of Lough- 
JLomond, which is a furpriCing body of pure 
iranfparent water, unfathomably deep in 
many places, fix or fcven miles broad, 
four and twenty miles in len^^ ■■'- difplayr 
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big above twenty green iflands, covered 
with wood ; fome of them cultivated for 
corn, and many of them flocked with red 
deer — They belong to different gentle- 
men, whofc feats are fcatrercd alftng the 
banks of the lake, which are agreeably 
romantic beyond all conception. Myun- 
de and I have left the women at Came- 
ron, as Mrs. Tabitha woold by no means . 
truft herfelf again upon the water, and 
to come hither it was neceflary to crofs a , 
fmali inlet of the fca; in an open ferry- 
boat— ^This country appears mote and 
liiore wild and favagr the further r/c ad- 
vance j and the people are as different 
from the Low-lang Scots, in their looks, 
garb, and language, as the mountaineers 
of Brecknock are from the tDhabi»nts of 
Hereford {hi re. 

When the Lcfwianders want to drink a 
chearupping-cup, they go to the public 
houfe, railed the Changc-houfe, and c^l 
for a chopme of two-penny, ^ich is a 
thin, yeafty beverage, rnade of malt j 
not quite fo ftrong ss the table-beer of 
England — This is brought in a pewter 
iloop, ftiaped like a Ikittle, from whence 
it is emptied into a quatf*; that is, a curi- 
tous cup made of different pieces of wood, 
filch as box and ebony, cut into little 
ftaves. 
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ftavcs, joined alternately, aad fecured 
with delicate hoops, havisg two ears or 
handles— It holds about a gill, is fbine- 
tiircs tipt round the mouth with filvcr, 
and has a, plate of, the fame metal at bot- 
tom, with the landlord's cypher engraved 
—The Highlanders, on riie contrary, dc- 
{pjie this liquor, and regale themfelves 
with whiflcy I a male fpiric, as ftrong u 
geneva, which they iwallow in great 
quantities, without any ligns of inebriat 
cion. They are ufed to it from the era* 
die, and 6nd it an excellent prefervative 
againft the winter cold, which mull be 
extreme, on thefe tnountaina— t am toU 
that it is given with great fucce& to io* 
fants, as a cordial in the conSuent fmalN 
pox, when the erruption feems to Qa^ 
and the fymptoms grow unfavoarable— ^ 
The Highlanders are ufed to eat much 
more animal food than falls to the Ihare 
of their neighbours in ,the Low>country^— 
They delight in hunting; have plenty;.of 
deer and other game, with a\great num* 
bcr of fheep, goats, and black -cattle run* 
fling wild, which they fcrupk not to kill 
lis venifon, without being at much pains ■■ 
to afccrtain the property. 

Inverary js but-a poor tDiBn, though it 

fbnds immediately under tire protef^ion 

of 
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of the duke of Argyle, who is a mighty 
prince in this part of Scotland. The 
poafants live in wretched cabins, and 
feem very poor j but the gentlemen are 
tolerably well lodged, and fo loving to 
ftrangers, that a man runs fome rilque of 
his life from their hofpitality — It muft 
be obferved that the poor Highlanders 
are now fecn to difad vantage — They have 
been not only difarmed by aft of parlia- 
ment i but alfo deprived of their anticnt 
garb, which was both graceful and con- 
venient; and what is a greater hardfhip 
ftill, they are compelled to wear breeches ; 
a rcftraint which they cannot bear with 
any degree of patience : indeed, the ma- 
jority.wear them, not in the proper place^ 
out on poles or long ftaves over their 

ftioulders They are even debated the 

ufe of their ftriped fluff, called Tartane, 
which was their own manufafture, prized 
by them above all the velvets, brocards> 
and tiflues of Europe and Afia. They 
now lounge along in loofe great coats, of 
coarfe ru^et, equally mean and cumber- 
fome, and betray manifeft marks of dc- 
jedion — Certain it is, the government 
could not have taken a more effectual me~ 
thod to break their national fpirit. 

We 
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We have had princely fpon in hunting 
the flag on thcfc mountains — Thcfe arc 
the lonely hills of Morven, where Fingal 
and his heroes enjayed the fame pafllme : 
I feel an enthufiaftic plcafurc when I fur- 
vey the brown heath that Ofljan wont to 
tread ; at>d hear the wind whiftle through 

"^ the bending grafs rWhen 1 enter our 

landlord's hall, I look for the fufpended 
harp of that divine bard, and liften in 
hopes of hearing (he aerial foutid of his 
refpedled fpirit — The Poems of Ofllan are 
in every mouth — A famous antiquarian 
of this coiintry, the laird of Mackfarlane, 
at whofe houfe we dined a few days ago, 
can.repeat them all in the ortgin.al.Gaelick» 
■which -has a great affinity to the Welch, 
not only in the general found, but alfo in 
a great number of radical words ; and I 
make no doubt but that they are both 
fprung from the fame origin. I was nOE 
3 little furprifedi when afkmg a High- 
lander one day, if he . knew where we 
ihould Bnd any game ? he replied, " iu 
*• itiel Sajfenagby" which fignifies no En^ 
gUfi : thevery fame anfwer 1 Ihould have 
received from a Welchman, and almoft 
in the fame words. The Highlanders 
have no other name for the people of the 
. Low-country, but SaHenagh, or Saxons ; 
a ftrong 
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a ftrong prefumption, that the Lowland 
Scots and the Englifh are derived from 

the fame ftoek The pcafanrs of thefa 

hiits ftrongly rrfemble chofe of Wales in 
tKeir looks, their manners, and habica' 
tk>ns } every thing I lee, and hear, and 
feel, feems Welch — ^Thc mountains, 
vales, andltreams; the air and climate i 
the beef, mutton, ~ and game, are all 
Welch — It muft be owned^ however, that 
this people ace better provided than we in 
ibmc articles — They have plenty of red 
^er and roebuck, which are fat and de* 
licious at this feafon of the year — Their 
fea teems with amazing quantities of tho- 
£nell: filH in the world ; and they find 
means to procure very good claret at a 
very fmall expence. 

Our landlord is a man of confequencs 
in this part of the country ; a cadet from 
the family of Argyle, and hereditary cap- 
tain of one of his cafties — His name, in- 
plain Englilh, is Dougal Campliell ; but 
as there is a great number of the fame 
i^pcllation, they are didinguifhed (likC 
the Welch) by patronimics j and as I. 
have know*! an ancient Briton called Ma- 
doe ap- Morgan, ap-Jenkin, ap-Jones, our 
IJighland chief designs himfelf Dou'l 
"Mzc-imik mac-'oiil ich-ian, fignifying; 
Dou- 
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Dougal, the fon of James, the fon of 
Dougal, the foQ of John — He has travel^ 
ed in the courfe ' of his. education, and is 
d'Hpo^ tq-ittakecertam alterations in his 
domeftic cecoHOmy -, but he 6nds it im-r 
poOJUe to aboU(h the aoticnt cuftomaof 
Ch« family ; fome of which are ludicrous 
enough — His piper, for example, who is 
an heredjeary c^5cer of the houfehold, 
will not part with the leaft particle of his 
privileges— He has. a right to Wear the 
kilit, or antient Highland diefs, with the 
purfe, piftol, and durk — abroad yellow 
ribbon» fixed to the chanter-pipe, is 
thrown over hisAMulder, and trails along 
the ground, while he performs the funcr 
tioii of his minftrdfy ; and this, I fup- 
pofe, is analogous to the pennon or flag 
which was formerly carried before every 
knight in battle— — He plays before the 
laird every Sunday in his way to the kirk, 
which he circles three times, perform- 
ing the family march, wiiich implies de- 
fiance to ail'the enemies of the clan ; and 
every morning he plays,a full hour by the 
clock, in the great hall, marching back- 
wards and forwards all the time, with a 
folcmn paccy attended, by the kird'skinf-r 
men, who Icsm much delighted with tho 
mufic—- la this execcifci he iildulgcs them 
with 
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Vfith a variety of pibrachs or airs, fuited 
to the different paffions, which he would 
either excite or aflua^. 

Mr. Campbell himfelf, who performs 
.very well on the violin, has an invincible 
antipathy to the found of the Highland 
bag-pipe, which fings in the nofe with a 
mol}; ahrming twang, and, indeed, is 
quite intolerable to ears of common fen- 
fibility, when aggravated by the echo of a 
vaulted hall — He therefore begged the 
piper would have fome mercy upon him, 
and difpenfe with this part of the morn- 
ing fcrvice A confultation of the clan 

being held on this occalion, it was unani- 
moufly agreed, that the laird's rtqueft 
could not be granted without a danger- 
ous encroachment upon the cufloms of 
the family — The piper declared, he coultl 
not give up for a moment the privilege he 
derived from his anceftors •, nor would 
the laird's relations forego an entertain- 
ment which they valued above all-others 
—There was no remedy ; Mr. Campbell, 
being obliged to acquiefce, is fain to ftop 
his cars with cotton ; to fortify his head 
with three or four night-caps, and every- 
morning retire into the penetralia of his 
habitation^ in order to avoid this diurnal 
annoyance. When the mufic ccafes, he 
pro- 
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produces himfelf at an open window that 
looks into the court-yard, which is by 
this time filled with a crowd of his vaHals 
and dependents, who worfhip his firft ap- 
pearance, by uncovering their heads, and 
bowing to the earth with the moft humble 
proftraiion. As all thefe people have 
fomething to communicate in the way of 
propofal, complaint, or petition, they 
wait patiently till the laird comes forth, 
and, following him in his walks, are fa- 
voured each with a ftiort audience in his 
turn. Two days ago, he difpatched above 
an hundred different foUicitors, in walk- 
ing with us to the houfe of a neighbour- 
ing gentleman, where we dined by invita- 
tion. Our landlord's houfe-keeping is 
equally rough and hofpitable, and favours 
much of the (implicity of ancient times : 
the great hall, paved with flat ftoncs, is 
about forty-five feet by twenty-two, and 
ferves not only for a dining-room, but al- 
fo for a bed-chamber to gentlemen-de^- 
pendents and hangers-on of thefamily. At 
night, halfa dozen occafional beds are rang- 
ed on each fide along the wall. Thefe ara 
madeoffreih heath, pulled upby the roots, 
and difpofed infuch a manner as to make 
a very agreeable couch, where they lie, 
without any other covering than the plaid 
—My uncle and I were 'indulged with fe- 
VoL, IIL C parate 
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parate chambers and down beds, whicli ' 
wc begged to exchange for a layer c^ 
Iieach; and indeed I never Qept fo much 
to my latisfadion- It was not oaly (bfc and 
elaftic, but the plant, being in Howcrfdif- 
fiifed an agreeable fragrance, which is 
wonderfully Fcfrelhing and rcftoradve. 

Yeftcrday we were invited to the fune- 
ral of an old lady, the grand-mother of a 
gentleman in this neighbourhood, and 
found ourfdves in the midlt of fifty 
people, who were regaled with a fump- 
luous feafti accompanied by the mufic <^ 
a dozen pipers> In ihort, this meeting 
had all the air of a grand ftftival ; and 
the guefts did fuch honour eo the enter- 
tainment, that many «f them could not 
ftand when wc wer? reminded of the 
bufinefs on which we had met. The com- 
pany forthwith taking horfe, rode in a 
very irregular cavalcade to the place of in- 
terment, a church, at. the diftance of two 
long miles from the caille. On our arri- 
val, however, we found we had commit- 
ted a fmalt ovcrfight, in leiving the corpfe 
behind ; fo that we were obhged to wheel 
about, and met the old gentlewoman half 
way, carried upon poles by the neareft re- 
lations of her family, and attended by 
the corenachy compofed of a multitude of 
old bags, who toie their hair, beat their 
breaftfi, 
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breafts, and howled moft hideoully. At 
the grave, the orator, or fenacbie, pro- 
nounced the panegyric of the dcfunft, 
every period being confirmed by a yell of 
the totenacb. The body was committed 
tQ the earth, the pipers playing a pibroch 
all Che ume ; and afl the company ftand- 
ing nncorered. The ceremony was 
i:lofed with the difcharge of piftols ; then 
we returned to the caftle, refumed the 
bottle, and by midnight there was not 
a fober perfon in the fatnily, the females 
excepted. The 'fquire and I were,- with 
fome difficulty, permitted to retire with 
our landlord in the evening % but our en- 
tertainer WW a littfe chagrined at our re- 
treat ; and afterwards Teemed to think it 
-a dilparagement to his family, that not 
above a hundred gallons of whilky had 
been drank upon fuch aTolemn occafion. 
This morning we" got op by four, to hunt 
the rocbifck, and, ia ^n half an hour, 
found breakfaft ready ferved in the hall. 
The hunters confifted of Sir George Col- 
'quhoan and mc, as-ftrangers, (my uncle 
not chufmg to be of the party) of the 
hard in per/on, the laird's iroiher, the lairds 
^relber's fan, the lairds Jijier's fitt^ the. 
iiUrd's father's brotbtr's fin, and all their^ 
fofier hretbtrs, who arc counted parcel of 
^e family : but we were attended by an 
C a iofiuiee 
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infinite number of Caellys, or ragged 
Highlanders, wirtiout ftiocs or ftockings. 

The following articles , formed our 
morning's repafl: : one kit of boiled eggs ; 
' a fecond, full of butter ; a third, full of 
cream i an entire cheefe, made of goat's 
milk t a large earthcR pot full of honey ^ 
the beft part of a ham ; a cold venifon 
pafty i a bufhel of oat meal, made in thin 
cakes and bannocks, with aimallwheaten 
loaf in the middle for the ftrangcrs; a large 
ftonc bottle full of whilky, another of 
brandy, and, a kilderkin c^ ale. There 
was a laddie chained to che cream kit, 
with curious wooden bickers to be filled 
from this rcfervoir. The fpirits were 
drank out of a filver quaff, and the ale 
out of horns; great juftice was done to 
the collation by the goefts in general-i 
one <rf' them in particular ate above two 
dozen of hard eggs, with a proportion- 
able -quantity 'of bread, butter, and ho- 
ney i nor was one drop of liquor left up- . 
on the "board. Finally, a large roll of 
tobacco was prefented by way of defert, 
and every individual took a comfortable 
quid, to prevent the bad effefts of the 
morning air, "We had a fine chace over 
the mountains, after a roebuck, which 
we killed, and 1 got home time enough 
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to drink tea with Mrs. Campbell and our 
'fqqirc. To-morrow wc ftiall fet out onour 
return for Cameron. We propofe to crofs 
. the Frith of Clyde, and take the towns of 
Greenock -and Port-Glafgow, in our way. 
This circuit being finiftied, we ihall turn 
our faces to the fouth, and follow the fun 
with augmented velocity^ in order to en- 
joy the reft of the autumn in England, 
wliere Boreas is not quite fo bieing as he 
begins already to be on the tops of thcfe 
northern hills. But our progrefs from 
place to place {hall continue to be fpeci- 
ficd in thelc detached journals of, 

yours always, 

Amlefture, J. MeijORD. 
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To Dr. Lewis» 



DEAR DICK, 

A B O U T a fortnight is now elapfctl, 
Gnce we left the capital of Scotland, dl- 
reftingourcourfe towards Stirling, where 
we lay — The caftle of this place is fuch 
another as that of Edinburgh, and aHard« 
a furprifing profpeft of the windings of 
the river Forth, which are fo extraordina^ 
ly, that the diftance from hence to Atloa 
by land, is but four miles, and by wttcritis 
twenty-four. Alloa is a neat thriving 
town, that depends in a great meafureoa 
the commerce of Glafgow, the merchants 
of which fend hither tobacco and other ■ 
articles, to be depofited in warehoufes for 
exportation from the Frith of Forth. In 
our way hither we vifited a flourifhing 
, iron-work, where, inftead of burning 
wood, they life coal, which they have the 
art of clearing in fuch a manner a& 
frees it from the fulphur, that would 
otherwifQ 



i.M(> Google 



HUMPHRY CLINKER. 31 
Otherwife render the metal too brittle for 
working. Excellent coal is found in al- 
moft every part of Scotland.- 

The foil of this diftrift produces fcarce 
any other grain but oats and barley \ per- 
haps becaufe it is poorly cultivated, and 
almoft altogether uninclofed. The few 
inclofures they have confift of paultry 
walls of loofe Hones gathered from the 
fields, which indeed they cover, as if they 
had been fcaltcrcd on purpole. When f 
exprefled my furprize that the peafants 
did not difencumber their grounds of thefe 
ftoncs ; a gentleman, well aquainted with 
the theory as well as pradice of farming, 
aflured me that the ftones, far from being 
Jirejodicial, were ferviceable to the crop. 
This phiJoit^her had ordered a field of his 
6wn to be cleared, manured and fown with 
barley, and the produce was more fcanty 
rfian before. He caufed the ftones to be 
replaced, and next year the crop was as 
good as ever. The ftones were removed 
a fccond time, and the harvcft failed ; they 
were again brought back, and the ground 
Ktfieved its fertility. The fame experi- 
ment has been tried in different parts of 
Scotland with the famefuccefs — Aftonilh-. 
«d at this information, I defired to know 
in what maoaer he acooanted for this 
C 4 ftrangc 
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ftrange phenomenon ; and he faid there 
were three ways in which the ftorjes might 
be fcrviccabie. They might poffibiy re- 
ftrain an excefs in the perfpiration of the 
earth, analogous to colliquative fweats, 
by which the human body is fomctimeJ 
wafted and confumed. They might a£l 
as fo many fences to protcft the render 
blade from the piercing winds of the 
fpring; or, by multiplying the reflexion 
of the fun, they might increafe the warmth, 
fo as to mitigate the naural chilncfs of 
the foil and climate — But, furely this ex- 
exceffive perfpiration might be more cf- 
feftually checked by different kinds of 
manure, fuch as afhes, lime, chalk, or 
marl, of which laft it fcems there are 
many pits in this kingdom : as for the 
warmth, it would be much more equally 
obtained by inclofures j one half of the 
ground which is now covered, would be 
retrieved ; the cultivation would require 
lefs labour j and the ploughs, harrows, 
and horfes, would not fuffer half the da- . 
mage which ihey now fuftain. 

Thefenorih-wcftcrn parts arc by nomeans 
fertile in corn. The ground is naturally 
barren and moorifti. The peafants arc poor- 
ly lodged, meagre in their looks, mean 
in their apparel, and remarkably dirty. 
This 
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This laft wproach they rr)ighc eafily wafli 
off, by means of thofe lakes, rivers, and 
rivuicts of pure waler, with which they 
are fo liberally fupplied by nature. Agri- 
culture cannot be expeded to flourifli 
where the farms are fmatl, the lealcs Aiort, 
and-tfie huffaandman begins upon a rack 
rent, without a fufficicnt ftock to anfwer 
the purpofea of improvement. The gra- 
naries of Scotland are the banks of the- 
Tweed* the counties of Eaft and Mid- 
Lothian, the Carfe of Gowrie, in Pertb- 
fliire, equal in fertility to any part of 
England, and fome trafts in Aberdeen- 
fliire and Murray, where { am told the 
harveft- is more early • than in Northum- 
berland, although they lie above two de- 
grees farther' north. I have a (Irong cu-. 
riofity to vifit many places beyond the 
Forth and the Tay, iiich as Perth, Dun- 
dee, Montrofe, and Aberdeen, which 
are wwns equally elegant and thriving % 
but the feafon is too far advanced, to ad^^ 
mitof this addition to my oiiginal plan, 

I am fo far happy as to have feen 
Glafgow, which, 10 the beft of my rec-ol- 
leclion and judgment, is one of the pret- 
ticft towns in Europe ( and, without all 
doubt, it is one of the moft flourifliing in 
Great Britain. In fhort, ic is- a perfect 
C 5 bee-hive. 
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bee-hive in point of induftfjr. It ftands 
partly on a gentle declivity } but the 
greatest part cf it is in a plain, watered by 
Hie river Clyde. The ftreets are ftraight, 
epen, airy, and well paved ; and the 
hoofes lofty and well built of hewn 
^one. At the upper end of the town» 
t4iere is a venerabk cathedral, that may. 
be compared with York minfter or Weft* 
minfter ; and, about the middle of th« 
defcent from this go the Crofs, u the coir- 
lege, a refpcftabJe pile of buildi:^, wiilt 
^1 tnanncF of accommodation for the pro- 
feiTors and ftudents, including an elegant 
N^ary, and an obfervatory well provid- 
ed with aftronomical irftruments. The 
number of inhabitants is faid to amount 
to thirty thoufand ; and marks of opu- 
lence and independency appear in every 
quarter of this commercial city, which^ 
however, is not without its inconvenience* 
and defefls, The water of their public 
pumps is generally hard and bFackifti» 
an imperfefiion the lefs excufable^as the 
river Clyde runs by their doors, in the 
lower part of the town ; and there are ri- 
vulets and fprings above the cathedral^ 
fuJRcient to fill a large rcfcrvoir with ex- 
cellent water, which might bethencedi(lri> 
buted to all the different parts of the ci- 
ty. 
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ty. It is o{ more confequence to confulc 
the health of the inhabitants in this ar- 
ticle, than to employ fo much attention in 
beautifying their town with new ftreets, 
fquares, and churches. Another defeft, 
not fo eafily remedied, is the fliallownefs 
of the river, which will not float veflels 
<^ any burthen within ten or twelve 
miles of the city ; fo that the merchants 
are obliged co load and unload their Ihips 
at Greenock and Port-Glafgow, fituated , 
about fourteen miles nearer the mouth of 
the Frith, where it is about two miles 
broad. 

The people of Glafgow have a noUe 
ipirit at enccrprife— Mr. Moore, a fur- 
geon, to whom I was recommended from 
Edinbur^, introduced me to all the prin- 
cipal merchants of the place. Here 1 
became acquainted with Mr. Cochran, 
who may be Ailed one of the fages of this . 
kingd(»n. He was firft magiftrate at the 
time of the laft rebellion. I fat as mem- 
ber when he was examined in the houfe 
of commons ; upon which occafion Mr. 
P-- ■ obfeived he had never heard fuch 
a fenfible evidence given at that bar — I 
was alfo introduced to Dr. John Gordon, 
patriot of a truly Roman fpirit, who is the 
father of the linen manufsdure in this 
C 6 ' place. 
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place, »nd was the great promoter of the 
city workhoufe, infirmary, and other 
works of public utility. Had he lived 
in ancient Rome, he would have been 
honoured with a l^atue at the public ex- 
pence. I moreover convericd with one 
Mr. G — fsf — d, whom I take to be one 
of the greateQ; merchants in Europe. In 
the laft war, he is faid to have had at one . 
time five and twenty Hiips, with their 
cargoes, his own property, and to have 
traded for above half a million fterling 
.a year. The laft war was a fortunate pe- 
riod for the commerce of Glafgow. — The 
merchants, confidering that their fhips 
bound for America, launching out at once 
into the Atlantic by the north of Ireland, 
purfued a track very little frequented by 
privateers, refolvcd to infurc one another, 
and faved a very confiderablc fum by this 
refoluiion, as few w none of their (hips 

were taken Yoii muft know I have a 

fort of national attachment to this part of 
Scotland — The great church dedicated to 
St. Moogah, the river Clyde, and other 
particulars that fniack of our Welch lan- 
guage, and cuftoms, contribute to flartcr 
me with the tKHion, that thefc people are 
ihedefcendants of the Britons, who once 
polTcfled this country. Without all quef- 
6 tioQ. 
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tion, this was a Cumbrian kingdom : its 
capital was Dumbarton (a corruption of 
Dumbritton) whiich ftill rxtf^s as a royal 
borough, at the influx of the Clyde and 
Lcvcn, ten miles below Glafgow. The 
fame neighbourhood gave birth to St. 
Patrick, the apoftle of Ireland, at a place 
where there is ftill a church and village, 
which Ktain his name. Hard by are 
fome veftiges of the famous Roman wal^, 
built in the reign of Antonin?, from the 
Clyde to the Forth, and fortified with 
caftles, to reftrain the incurfions of the 
Scots or Caledonians, who inhabited the 
Weft-Highlands. In a line parallel to this 
wall, the merchants of Glafgow have de- 
termined to make a navigable canal be- 
twixt the two Friths, which will beof in- 
credible advantage' to their commerce, in 
tranfporting merchandize from one fide 
erf" the ifland to the other. 
■ From Glafgow we travelled along the 
Clyde, which is a delightful ftream, ad- 
orned on both fides with vilias» towns, 
and villages. Here is no want of groves, 
and meadows, and corn-fields inter- 
■fperfed 1 but on this Gd% of Glafgow, 
there is litilc other grain than oats arid 
barley; the firft are much better, the laft 
much worfc, than thofe of the fame fpe- 
cics 
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cies in England. I wonder^ there is lb 
little rye, which is a grain that wilt thrive 
in almoli any foil ; and it is ftilt more 
furprifmg, that the cultivation of pota* 
toes Ihould be fo much negleded in the 
Highlands, where the poor people have 
jiot meal cnoogh to fupply them with 
bread through the winter. On the other 
fide of the river are the towns of Paiflcf 
and Renfrew. The firft, from an incoiv- 
fiderable village, is become one of the 
moft flouriQiing places of the kingdom, 
enriched by chchncn, cambrick, flowered 
lawn, and filk manufaifbures. It was for- 
merly noted for a rich mooaftery of the 
monks of Clugny, who wrote the famous 
Scati-Cbronicon^ called tbt Black Book ^ 
Paijlef. The old abbey ftill remains, con- 
verted into a dwelling- houfe, belonging to 
theearl of Dundonald. Renfrew is a pretty 
town, on the banks of Clyde, capital of 
the fliire, which was heretofore the patri- 
mony of the Stuart family, and gave the 
title of baron to the king's eldeft fon, 
which is ftill aflbmed by the prince of 
Wales. 

The Clyde we left a little on our left- 
hand at Dunbritton, where it widens into 
an aftuary or frith, being augmepted by 
the influx of the Leven. On this rp<^ 
7 ftands 
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Azads the caftJc formerly caUcd Alcluyd, 
■waQicd by thcfe two rivers on all ftdes, 
except a narrow iQlinius, which at 
every fpring-tidc is overflowed. The 
whole is a great curiofity, from the quality 
and form of the rock, as well as from the 
nature of its fttuation — We now crolTed 
the water of Leven, which, though no* 
fbina near fb considerable as the Clyde, is 
amoi more tranfparent, paftora), and de- 
lightful. This charming flream is the 
outlet of Lough-Lomond, and through » 
tra£t of four miles purfues its winding 
couric, murmuring over a bed of pebbles, 
till it joins the Frith at Dunbritton. A 
very little above its Iburce, on the lake^ 
ftands the houfe of Cameron, belonging 
to Mr. Smollett, fo embofbmed in an oak 
wood, that we did not fee it till we were 
within fifty yards of the door. I have 
ieen the Lago di Garda, Albano, De Vico, 
fiolfena, and Geneva, and, upon my ho- 
nour, I prefer Lough-Lomond to them all ; 
a preference which is certainly owing to 
the verdant iBands that feem to Boat upon 
its furface, afToriling the moft inchanting 
cbjefts of repofe to the cxcurfive view. 
Nor are the banks deftitute of beauties, 
which even partake of the fublime. On 
this fide they difplay a fweet variety of 
wood- 
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woodland, corn-field, and pafture, with 
fevcral agreeable villas emerging as it 
. wcreoutoftlie lake, till, at fome diftance, 
the profpeft terminatts in huge moun- 
tains covered with heath, which being in 
the bloom, affords a very rich covering 
of purple. Every ihing here is romantic 
beyond im^inacion. 1 his country is 
juftly ftiled the Arcadia of Scotland ; and 
i don't doubt but it may vie with Arca- 
dia in every thing btrt climate. — I am 
(ure it excels it in verdure, wood, and 
water. — What fay you to a natural bafon 
of pure water, near thirty miles long, and 
in fome places feven miles broad, and in 
many above a hundred fathomdeep, having 
four and twenty habitable ifiands, fome of 
them Hocked with deer, and all of them 
covered witJi wood ; containing immenfe 
(^aantities of delicious filh, falmon, pike, 
trout, perch, flounders, eels, and pow- 
ans, the laft adelicateicind of frcfh-watcr 
herring peculiar to this lake ; and finally 
communicating with the fea, by fending 
offtheLevcn, through which alt thofe 
fpecics" (except the powan) make their 
«xit and entrance occafionally ? 

Inclofcd I fend you the copy of a little 

ode t<* this river, by Dr. Smollett, who 

was born on the banks of it, within two 

mi lea 
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miles of the place where I am now writ- 
ing.— It is at leaft pifturefque and accu- 
rately dcfcriptive, if it has no other merit. 
— There is an idija of truth in an agreeable 
landfcape taken from nature, which pleafes 
me more than thegayeft fiftion which the 
moft luxuriant fancy can difplay. 

I have other remarks to make ; but aa 
my paper is full, I muft referve thein till 
the next occafion. I Ihall only obicrve 
atprefent, that I am determined to pene- 
trate at leaft forty miles into the High- 
lands, which now appear like a vaft^an' 
taftic vilion in the douds, inyiiing the 
approach of 

Yours always, 
Cameron, Ang. aSi MaTT. BrAMBLE .' 
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O E to Liven-Water, 

ON Leven's banlcs, while free to roTe> 
And tuncthcruralpipetolovei 
I envied not the happicft fwain 
Tliac ever trod th' Arcadiaa plain. 

Pure -ftream T in whefe tranfpaFcnt wave 
My youth^l limbs I wont to lave ( 
No torrents ftain thy limpid fource ; 
No rocks impede thy dimpling courft. 
That fwectly warbles oc'r its bed, 
' With white, round, polrfh'd pebbles fpread f 
While, lightly ptws'd, die fcaly brood 
In myriads cleave diy cryftal flood ; 
The fpringing trout in fpeclded pride j 
The &I^on, monarch of the tide j 
The ruthlefe pike, intent on war ; 
The filver eel, and motlcd par.f 

Devolving from thy parentlake, 
A charming maze thy waters make-. 
By bow'rs 01 birch, and groves of pine-. 
And hedges SowVd with eglattiae. 

Still on thy banks fo^ gaylf green. 
May num rous herds and flocks be fee^ ' 
And lafles chanting o'er the pail, 
And ftiepherd'fe piping in the dale. 
And ancient faith that knows no guile* 
And induHry imbrown'd with toil. 
And hearts refolv'd, and hands prepar^d^ 
The hlefiijj^ they enjoy to guard. 

^ t Thejiarisa^rmallfifh, notunlike the Tiaelt, which 
it rimli m ddicacr and flavour. 

To 
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To Dr. lewis. 



KEAH DOCTOR, 

IF I was difpofed to be cridcat, t 
fhould iky this houfe of Camercm ts coo 
jiestr the l>ke, which approaches, on one 
fide, to within Cix or feven yards of the 
modow. It might have been pUced in a 
higher fite, which would have afforded a 
taore extCDfive proTpcA and a drier ac- 
incfpihefe; bat tins imperfeiEtion is not 
cb»ge«b2e ok the prefoK proprietor, who 
piH<««faJ ic Fcady bvih, rather thaa be 
ac the trouble of repairing his own famiiy- 
luHtfe of Bonhili, which ftands two miles 
from beoce on the Ixvcn, lb furrounded 
with plantation, that it ufed to be known 
by the natxie of theMavis (orthrufh) Neft. 
Above that hovfe is aromantic glen or clift 
of a moutanin, covcrcdwitfa hanging woods» 
haviiffi at bottom a 4rcam of fine -water 
that ^nns a Dumber of cafcades in its 
dcfcenc to joia the Leven ; fo that the 
fcenc 
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fcene is quite enchanting. A captain of 
a man of war,who had made the circuit of 
ihe globe with Mr* Anfon, being con- 
duced to this glen, exclaimed, " Juan 
" Fernandez, by God!" 

Indeed, this country would be a per- 
fect paradife, if it was not, like Wales, 
curfed with a weeping climate, owing to" 
the fame caufes in both, the neighbour- 
hood of high mountains, and a welterly 
fituation^ expofed to the vapours of the 
Atlantic ocean. This aii", however, not- 
withftanding its humidity, is fo healthy; 
that the natives are fcarce ever viGted by 
any other difeafe than the fmall-pox, and 
certain cutaneous evils, which are the 
«ffe<5ts of dirty living, the great and «« 
jieral reproach of the commonalty of tnis' 
kingdom. Here are a great many living 
monuments of longevity i and among 
the reft a perfon, whom I treat with lin- 
gular refpeft, as a venerable druid, who 
has lived near ninety years, without paid 
or ficknefs, among oaks of his own plant- 
ing. — He was once proprietor of thefc 
lands ; but being of a-proje£ting fpiiit, 
fome of his fchemes mifcarricd, and he 
was obliged to part with his poi&diona 
vvhich hath fhifted hands two or three 
times fince that period ^ bqt every fuc- 
ceeding 
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tecding proprietor hath done every thing 
in his power, to make his old age eafy and 
comfortable. He has a fufficicncy to 
procure ihe neceflaries of life; and he 
and hrs old woman relided in a fmall con- 
venient farm-houfe, having a little garden 
which hecukivateswithhisownhands. This 
ancient couple live in great.health, peace, 
■and harmony, and, knowing no wants, enjoy 
the perfeftion of content. Mr. SmoUet 
calls him the admiral, becaufe he infifts 
upon fteering his pleafure-boat upon the 
lake 1 and he fpends moft of his time in " 
ranging through the woods, which he de- 
clares he enjoys as much as if they were 
ftill his own property — I afked him the 

' ocher day, if he was never fick, and he 
anfwered. Yes j he had a flight fever the 
year before the union. If he was not 
deaf, I ihoiild take much pleafure in his 
converfation ; for he is very intelligent, 
and his memory is furprifingty retentive — . 
Thefe are the happy effects of tempe- 
rance, exercife, and good nature — Not- 
withftanding all his innocence, however, 
he was the caufe of great perturbation to 
Biy man Clinker, whofe natural fuperfti- 
tion has been much injured, by the hifto- 

■ ries of witches, fairies, ghofts, and gob- 
lins, which he has heard in this country—- 
On 
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■On the evening after oof arrival. Hum-' 
|}bf ey ftroUed into the wood, in the courfe 
<)£ his meditati(Hi, and all at once the 
admiral ftood before him, ondei: the Qia- 
■dow of a fpreading oak. Though the 
fellow U far from being timorous in cafes 
that are not fuppofed pretematura], he 
could not Hand the fight of this appari- 
tion, but ran into th* kitchen, with hxk 
liair Handing on end, flaring wildly, aod 
■deprived of utterance. Mrs. Jenkins, fee- 
ing him in this condition, fcreamed aloud, 
** Ix»'d have mercy upon us, he has feeo 
*' fomething !" Mrs. Tabitha ^wis alarm- 
■ed, and the whole honfe in confuTioB. 
"When he was recruited with- a dram, I 
defired him to explain the meaning of all ' 
this agitation ; and, with fome rekhftance, 
he owjied he had feeit a Ipirit, in the Ihape 
of an old man with a white beard, a black 
cap, and a plaid night gown. He was 
uodeceived by the admiral in perlbn, who, 
coming in at this jun&ure, appeared G> 
be a creature of real flelh and blood. 

Do you know how we fare in this Scot- 
tifli paradife ? We make free with our 
landlord's mutton, which is excellent, his 
poultry-y^rd, his garden, his dairy, and 
tiis cellar, which are all well ftored. We 
liave delicious falmoo, pike, trout, perch, 
par, 
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par, &c. at the door, ibr the taking. The 
Frith of Clyde, on the other fide of the 
iutl, fuppliea us with mullet, «ed and grey, 
•cod, loackuel, whiling, aod srariety of -* 
Je2-fi{h, i9clud«ig.the Bneft frefh herringt 
X efcr tifted. We have fwcet, juicy beetV 
and tolerable veaU with delicaot bread 
iiom the little towm of Ihinbritton ; and 
plenty (^ partridg^e, growfe, heath-cock,, 
.and other game in pre&nts. 

We have been vifu^ by all the gentle- 
men in the neighbourhoodv and they have' 
fncertained us u their houfes, not barely 
■with hofpitality^ -but with fuch marlis of 
cofdtai aHct^ion, as one would wi£h to 
Jind among near relauons, !^tcranablenc« 
of many yearj. 

1 told you, in ray lafl:, I had projefted 
an excw^on to the Highlands, which pro- 
ject X have now happily executed, under 
'{he auipices of Sir George Colquhoun, a 
colonel in the Dutch lervice, who offered 
himfelf as our condu&or on this occafion. 
Leaving our wometi at Cameron, to the 
■care and inlpeflion of Lady H— — — 

C -, we fet out on horfeback for In- 

vcrary, the county town of Argyle, and 
<iiDed on the road with the Laird of Mac- 
farlane, the greateft genealogift I ever 
knew in any couocry, aad perfe£tly| ac- 
quainted 
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quatnted with all the antiquities of Scot- 
land. 

The Duke of Argyle has an old caftlc 
■ at Inverary, where he refides when he is 
tn Scotland-; and hard by is the ihell of 
a noble Gothic palace, built by the laft' 
duke, which, when iBniOied, will be a 
great ornament to this part of the High- 
lands. As for Inverary, it is a place of 
very little importance. 

This country is amazingly wild, efpe- 
cialiy towards the mountains, which are 
heaped upon the backs of one another, 
making a moft ftupendous appearance of 
favagc nature, • with hardly any figns of 
cultivation, or even of population. All 
is fublimity, filence, and foUtude. The 
people live together in gtens or bottoms, 
where they are Iheltcrcd from the cold 
and ilorms of winter : but there is a mar- 
gin of plain ground fpread along the fea 
fide, which is well inhabited and improv- 
ed by the arts of hufbandry, and this I 
take to be one of the moft agreeable traits 
of the whole ifland ; the fea not only keeps 
it warm, -and fupplics it with filh, but af- 
fords one of the moft ravilhing profpefts 
in the whole world ; I mean the appear- 
ance of the Hebrides, or Weftern Iflands, 
to the number of three handrcd, fcattered . 
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as fdr as the eye can reach, in th« tnoft 
agreeable cont'ufion. As the foil and cli- 
mate of ihe Highlands arc but ill adapted 
to the cultivation of corn, the people ap- 
ply themfelves chiefly to the breeding and 
feeding of black cattle, which turn to 
good account Thofe animals run wiH all 
the winter, without any Ihettcr or fubfilt- 
ence, but what they can Bnd among (he 
heath. When the fnow lies fo deep and. 
hard, that they cannot penetrate to the 
roots of the grafs, they make a diurnal 
progrefs, guided by a lure inftinfl:, to the 
fca-fide at low water, where they feed 
tin the aiga marina^ and other pUnts that 
gfow upon the beach. 

Perhaps this branch of hufbindry» 
which requires very little attendance and 
labour, is one of the principal caufes of 
that idlenefs and want of induftry, which 
diftinguiflies thefe mountaineers in their 
own country — When they come forth in- 
to the world, they become as diligent and- 
alert as anypeople upon earth. Theyarcun- 
doubtediyaverydifl;ini5b fpecies from their. 
fellow- fubjeds of the Lowlands, againft 
whom they indulge an ancient fpirit of 
animofity; and this difference is very dif*. 
ccrnible even among perfons of family and 
education. The Lowlanders are general- 

Voi. in. D ly 
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\y cool and circumfpeft, the Highlanders 
fiery and ferocious : but this violence of 
their paflions fervcs only to inBame 
the zeal of their devotion to ftrangers, ' 
which is truly enthufiaftic. 

We proceeded about twenty miles be- 
yond Invcrary, to the houfe erf a gentle- 
man, a friend of our conductor, where 
ve ftiyed a fev/days, and were feafted in 
fuch a manner, that I began to dread the 
confequence to my conftitution. 

Notwithftanding the folitude that pre- 
vails among thefc mountains, there is no 
want of people in the Highlands. I am 
credibly informed that the duke of Ar- 
gyle can alTemble five thoufand men in 
arms, of his own clan and furname, which 
. is Campbell j and there is befides a tribe 
c^ the fame appellation, whofe chief 19 
the Earl of Breadalbinc. The Macdo- 
rialds are as numerous, and remarkably 
warlike: the Camerons, M*Lcods, Fra- 
fcrs, Grants, M'Kenzies, M'Kays, 
W ' Pherfons, M'lntoflies, are powerful 
clans 1 fo that if all the Highlanders, in- 
cluding the inhabitants of the Ifles, were 
united, they could bring into the Bcld an 
army of forty thoufand fighting- men, ca- 
pabable of undertaking the moft danger- 
ous enterprizc. We nave lived to fee 
four 
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fourtJiou&nd of them, without dHcipIinc^ 
tiirow the whole kingdom of Great Bri- 
tain into confufion. Thcf attacked and 
defeated two armies of regular troops, 
accuftomed to fcrvice. They penetrated 
into the centre of England j and after- 
wards marched back with deliberation, in 
the face of two Qfjjer armies, through an 
enemy's country, where every precaution 
was taken to cut ofiF their retreat. I know 
not any other people in Europe, who, 
without the ufe or knowledge of arms, 
will attack regular forces fword in band, 
if their chief will head them in battle. 
When dtfciplined, they cannot fail of be* 
ingexcelkni foldiers. They do .not walk 
like the gmenility of mankind, but trot 
and ijoimce like de:cr, as if they moved 
upon fprings. They greatly excel the 
L.owlanders in all the cxercifcs that re- 
quire agility j they are incredibly abfte- 
mious, and patient of hunger and fatigue; 
fo ftceled againft the weather, that in tra- 
veiling, even when the ground is covered 
with ^w, they never look for a houfe, or 
any otturihelEer but their plaid, in which 
they wrap thetnfelves up, and go to fleep 
under the cope of heaven. Such people, 
in quality of foldiers, mult be invincible, 
vbea ttw bulincfs is to perform quick 
D 2 marches 
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marchesinadifficult country, to ftrikefud- 
■ den ftrokcs, beat up the enemy's quar- 
ters, harrafs their cavalry, and perform 
expeditions without the formality of ma- 
gazines, baggage, forage, and artillery. 
The chieftainihip of the Highlanders is 
"a very dangerous infiuence operating ac 
the extremity of the iOand, where the 
eyes and hands of government cannot be 
fuppofed to fee and aft with precifion and 
vigour. In order to break the force of 
clanfliip, adminiftration has always prac- 
tifed the political maxim. Divide et impera. 
The legiQaturc hath not only difarmed 
thefe mountaineers, butalfo deprived them 
of their ancient garb, which contributed 
in a great meafure to keep up their mili- 
tary fpirit ; and their flavifh tenures are 
all diffolvcd by z5i of parliament 5 fo that 
they arc at prcfent as free and independ^ 
ent of their chiefs, as the law can make 
them: but the original attachment ftill re- 
mains,' and is founded on fomething prior 
to the feudal fyjlem, about which the wri- 
ters of this age have made fuch a pother, 
as if it was a new dilcovery, like the Co~ 
pemican fyjlem. Every peculiarity of po-' 
licy, cuftom, and even temperament, is 
afFeiftedly traced to this origin, as if the 
feudal conftitution bad noc been common 
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to almoft all the natives of Europe. For 
my part, I cxpeft to fee the ufe of tronk- 
hofe and buttered ale afcribed to the in- 
fluence of the feudal fyftem. The connec- 
tion between the clans and their chiefs is, 
without all doubt, patriarchal. It is 
founded on hereditary regard and affec- 
tion, cherilhed through a long fucccfTion 
of ages. The clan confiderthe chief as 
their father, they bear his name, they 
believe themfelves defcended from his fa- 
mily, and they obey him as their lord, 
with all the ardour of filial love and vene- 
ration ; while he, on his part, exerts a pa- 
ternal authority, commanding, chaflifing, 
rewarding, protefting, and maintaining 
them as his own children. If the legiC 
lature would entirely deftroy this connec- 
tion, it muft compel the Highlanders to 
change their habitation and their names. 
Even this experiment has been formerly 
tried without fucccfs— In the reign of 
James VI. a battle was fought with- 
in a few Ihort miles of this place, be- 
tween two clans, the M'Grcgors and the 
Colquhouns, in which thp latter were dc^- 
feated : the Laird of M'Gregor made 
fuch a barbarous ufe of his viftory, that 
he was forfeited and outla\&ed by aft of 
parliament : his lands were given to the 
D 3 family 
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family of Montrofc, and his clan wctc 
obliged to change their name. They 
obeyed fo far, as to call themfelvcs feve- 
rally Campbell, Graham, orDrurnmond» 
the furnames of the famines of Argylo, 
Montrofc, and Perth, that they miglu 
enjoy the proteftion of thofc houles j but 
they ftill added M'Gregorto their new 
appellation i and as the^r chief was de- 
prived of his cftate^ they robbed and 
plundered for his fubfiftence.— Mr. Ca- 
ineron of Lochiel, the chief of that clan,, 
whofe father was attainted for having 
beea concerned in the laft rebelHon, re- 
turning from France in obedience to a pro- 
ctaccation and a£t of partiacnedCv pafTett 
at the beginning of the late war, payeda 
vifit to his own country, and hired a fetm 
in the neighbourhood of his father's houte, 
which had been burnt to the ground. The 
cten, though ruincdaBdfcattcred,BO (boner 
heard of his arrival than they flocked ta 
him from all quarters, to welcome his re- 
turn, and in a few days Qocked his farm 
with fcven hundred black cattle, which 
they had (aved in the general wreck of their 
affairs: but their beloved chief, who waa' 
8 promifing youth, did not live to enjoy the 
fiuiis of their fidelity and attachment. 

The 
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The moft cffei^usl jnetbod I know to 
weaken, And at length deftfoy this in- 
fluence, is to employ the commonalty in 
fueh a manner as to give them a tafte 6f 
property and independence — In vain the 
government grant) them advantageous 
ieaics on the forfeited eftates, if they have 
BO property to profccute the means of 
improvement — The fca is an inexhaufti- 
ble fund of riches ; but the iiAiery cannot 
be carried on without velTels, calks, fait, 
lines, nets, and other tackle. I converf- 
ed with a fcnfible man of this country, 
who, from a real fpirit of patriottfm, had 
fet up a Blhery on the coaft, and a nu- 
■nufa^ure of coarfe linen, for the employ* 
mcflt of the poor Htghlanders. Cod is 
here in fuch plenty, that he told me he 
bad feen feven hundred taken on one line, 
at one hawl — It muft be obferved, how- 
ever, that the line was of immcnfe length, 
and had two thoufand hooks, baited with 
piufcles ; but the fi(h was fo fuperior to 
the cod caught on the banks of New- 
foundland, that his correfpondenc at Lif- 
bon fold them immediately at his own 
price, although Lent was juft over when 
they arrived, and the people might be 
fuppofed quite cloyed with this kind of 
diet— His linen manufaflure was like- 
D 4 ' wife 
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wife in a profperous way, when the lare 
war intervening, all his bcft hands were 
preffed into the fcrvice. 

It cannot be expcfled, that the gentle- 
men of this country {hould execute com- 
mercial fchemes to render their vaflais 
independent ; nor, indeed, are fuch 
fchemes fuited to their way of life and in- 
clination i but a company of merchants 
might, with proper management, turn to 
good account a iifhery e^ablilhed in this 

part of Scotland Our people have a 

AraBge iich to colonize America, when 
the uncultivated parts of our own tOand 
might be fettled to greater advantage. 

After having rambled through the 
mountains and glens of Argyle, we vifit- 
ed the-adjacent illands of Ila, Jura, Mull* 
and Icolmkill. In the firft, we faw the re- 
mains pf a caftle, built in a lake, where 
Macdonald, lord or king of the iOes, 
formerly refided. Jura is famous for 
having given birth to one Mackcrain, 
who lived one hundred and eighty years 
in one houfe, and died in the reign of 
Charles the Second. Mull affords feve- 
ral bays, where there is fafe anchorage; 
in one of which, the Florida, a fliip of 
the ^ani(h armada, was blown up by one 
of Mr. Smollett's anceftors— About forty 
years 
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years ago, John duke of Argyle is faid 
to have coniulted the Spanim regifters, 
by which it appeared, that this fhip had 
the military chcft on board — He employed 
experienced divers to examine the wreck i 
and they found the hull of theveffel ftill 
entire, but fo covered with fand, that 
they could not make their way between 
decks; however, they picked up feve- 
ral pieces of plate, that were fcattered a- 
bout in the bay, and a couple of Gne brafs 
cannon. 

Icolmkil], or lona, is a fmall ifland 
which St. Columba chofe for his habita- 
tion — It was refpefted for its fanftity, 
and college or fcminary of ecclefiaftics— 
Part of its church is flill ftanding, with 
the tombs of feveral Scottifh, Irilh, and 
Danifh fovereigns, who were here mter- 
red — Thefe iflanders are very bold and 
dexterous watermen, confequently the 
better adapted to the fifhery : in their 
'manners they are lefs favagc and impe- 
tuous than their countrymen on the con- 
tinent j_ and they fpeak the Erfe or 
Gaelicic in its greateft purity. 

Having fent round our horfes by land, 
we embarked in the diftrid of Cowal, for 
Greenock, which is a neat little town, on 
the other fide of the Frith, with a curi- 
ous harbour, formed by three ftone jet- 
S> 5 lies. 
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tirs, carried out a good way into the fr» 
— '■ — Newport-Glafgow is fuch anothcE 
place, about two miles higher up — Both^ 
Kave a facp of bufinefs and plenty, and 
are fupported entirely by the fliipping o£" 
Glafgow, of which 1 counted fixty large- 
veficls. in thcfe harbours — Taking boat 
again at Newport,, we were in lefs rham 
• an hour landed on the other fide, -withirs 
two (horc miles of our head-quareers,, 
where we found oup women in good 
health and fpirics — They had been two. 
days before joined by Mr,.SmoHettand his- 
lady, to whom we havt fuch obligation* 
as I cannot mention,, even to you, ■withe 
out blufliing. 

Tomorrow we (hall bid adieu to iha- 
Scotch Arcadia, .and begin our progrcfe. 
to ihe.lbutiiward, ukingoor way by La- 
ncrk and Nithfdale, to the weft borders 
of England. 1 have received fo much. 
advantage and fatisfaifUon from t-his tour, 
that if my health fufFcrs no revolution inr 
the winter, I. 'believe I Ihall be tempted 
to undertake another expedirion to the 
Northern extremity of Caithnefs, unen-' 
cumbered by thofe iropcdimcnts which, 
now clog the heels of, 

yours, 
Cwneron, Sept. <. •} Matt. Bram^LI. 
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To Mifs LiETiTiA Willis, at Glouccfter, 

MY DEAREST LETTY, 

NEVER did poor prrfoner long for 
deliverance, more than 1 have longed for 
ail opportunity to difburthen my cares in* 
to your friendly bofom ; and the occa- 
fion which now prefents itfelf, is little Icfs 
than miraculous — Honed Saunders Mac- 
awly, the travelling Scotchman, who goes 
every year to Wales, is now at Glalgow, 
buying goods, and coming to pay his rc- 
fpefts to our family, has undertaken to 
deliver this letter into your own hsnd — 
We have been fix weeks in Scotland, and 
fecn the principal towns of the kingdom, 
where we have been treated with great ci- 
TJlity — ^The people are very courteOAJs^ 
and the country being exceedingly ro? 
' niantic, fuits my turn and inclinations — 
1 contradled fome friendfhips at Edin^ 
burgit, which is a large and t<^iy city, 
funof gay compaityi and, in particular* 
cottuncnced an intimate corrcfpondence 
D e v'ah 

d.8i.;m(> Google 



.6o The EXPEDITION of 

with one mifs R — t — n, an amiable 
young ]ady of my own age, whofe charms 
feemcd lo foften, and even to fubduc the 
ftubborn heart of my brother Jery; biit 
he no fooncr left the place liian he re- 

lapfcd into his former infenfibility 1 

feel, however, that this indifference is 
not the family-conftitution — I never ad- 
mitted but one idea of love, and that has 
taken fuch root in my heart, as lo be e- 
qually proof againft all the pulls of dtf- 
cretion, and the frofts of negledV. 

Dear Letty ! I had an alarming adven* 
ture at the hunters ball in Edinburgh — 
While I fat difcourfmg with a friend in a 
corner, all at once the very image of Wil* 
Ibn flood before me, drclTed exactly as 
he was in the character of Aimwell ! It 
was one Mr. Gordon, whom I had not feen 
before — Shocked at the fudden ^pari- 
tion, 1 fainted away, and threw the whole 
aflembly in confufion— — However, the 
caufe of my diforder remained a fecret to 
every body but my broiher, who was 
likewife ftruck with the rcfemblance, and 
fcoldcd after we came home — I am very 
ftnriblc of Jery's affeftion^ and know he 
fpoke as well with a view to my own in- 
it-j-eft and bappincfs, as in regard to the 
huooui of the family i but I cannot bear 
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to have my wounds probed feyerely — I 
was not fo much affe^ed by the cenfurc 
he pafled upon my own indifcretion, as 
with the refie£tion he made on the con- 
dud: of Wilfon — He obfcrved, that if he 
was really the gentleman he pretended to 
be, and harboured nothing but honour- 
able defigns, he would have vindicated 
his pretenfions in the face of day — This 
remark made a deep impreffionupon my 

mind 1 endeavoured to conceal my 

thoughts } and this endeavour had a bad 
effect upon my health and fpirits ^ fo it 
was thought ncccflary that I ft>ould goto 
the Highlands, and drink the goat-milk- 
whcy. 

We went accordingly to Loi^h-Lo- 
mond, one of the moft enchanting fpots 
in the whole world -, and what with this 
remedy, which I h£id every morning frefti 
from, the mountains, and the pure air^ 
and cbearful company, i have recovered 
my flefli and appetite ; though there is 
fomething ftill at bottom, which it is not 
in the power of air, exercife, company, or 

medicine to remove Thefe incidents 

would not touch me fo nearly, if I had a 
fenfible confidant to fympathize with my 
affliAion," and comfort me with whole- 
Ibmc advtccr— I have nothing of this kind. 
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except Win Jenkins, who is really a good 
bod/ in the main, but very ill qualified 
for iuch an office — The poor creature is 
weak in her nerves, as well as in her un> 
derllanding; otherwife I might have 
known the true name and character of 
that unfortunate youth — But why. do I 
call him unfertwtate ? perhaps the epithet 
is more appUcabie to me for tiaving liften- 

ed to the falfe frt-ofeffions of But* 

hold ! I have as yet no right, and fure I 
have no inclination to believe any thing 
to the prejudice of his honour — In that 
lefleftion J fhall ftili exert my patience — 
As for Mrs. Jenkins, (he herfcif is really 
an objeft of compaflion — Between vani- 
ty, methodifm, and love, her head is al- 
moft turned. I (hould have more regard 
for her, however, if flic had been more 
conftant in the 6b^^ of her alfeftion ; 
but, truly, fbe aimed at coiiqueft, and 
flirted at the fame time witK my uncle's 
footman, Humphry Clinker, who is re-. 
ally a dcferving young man, and one Dut- 
ion, my brother's valet de chambre, a. 
debauched fellow^ who, leaving Win ia 
the lurch, ran away with acotker man'» . 
bride at Berwick.' 

My dear Willis, I am truly albamed of 
my owa&x— — We complain of advan- 
tages 
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ttges which the men take of our youths 
inexpenmce, feanbilicy^ and all that ; 
but I have leen enough to believe, that 
eur fex .in general make it their bufinefs 
to enfnare the other; and for this pur- . 
pofe, employ arts which are by no means 

ro be juftified In point of conftancy, 

ihcy certainly have nothing to reproach 
the male part of the creation — My poor 
aunt, without any regard to-her years and 
imperfeftions, has gone to market with. 
her charms in every place where (he 
thought Ihe had the kaft chance to dif- 
pofc of her perfon, which, however, 
hangs ftill heavy on her hands — I am a- 
fraid (he has ufcd even religion as a de- 
coy, though it has not anfwcred her ex- 
•eftation — She has been praying, preach-, 
mg, aniii catechiling among the metho- 
dilh, with whom this conntcy abounds v 
and pretends to have ivxh manifefta- 
tions and revelations, as even Clinker 
himfelf can hardly believe, though the 
poor fellow is half crazy with cnshufiafm. 
As for Jenkins, fhe aflifts to take all her 
miftrcfs's reveries for gofpel — She has al- 
fo her heart-heavings and motions of thfr 
fyirit 1 and God forgive rac if I think un- 
charitably, but all this feems to me to _ 
be downright hypocrify and deceit — Per- 
haps, 
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haps, indeed, ihc poor girl impoics or» 
herfelf — She is generally in a fiutter, and 
is much fubjeft to vapours — Since we 
came to Scotland, (he has feen appari- 
tions, and pretends to prophefy If [ 

could put faith in all thefe fupernatural 
viftiatbns, 1 Ibould think myfelf aban- 
doned of grace ; for I have neither feen, 
heard, nor feU any thing of this nature, 
although I endeavour to difcharge the du- 
ties of religion with all the fmccrity, 
zeal, and devotion, that is in the power 
of. 

Dear Letty, 

your ever affeftionate, 

Gbfgow, Sept. 7., LyDIA Mzi.TOSil>i 

."We are fo far on our return to Bramble- 
ton-hall ; and I would fain hope we 
fliall lake Gloucefter in our way, in 
which cafe I fiiall have the incxpreffi- 
ble pleafure of embracing my dear 
Willis — Pray retnember me to my wor- 
thy governefs.' 
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'To Mrs. Mart Jones, at Bramblc- 
toii-hatL 

DEAR MARV, 

SUNDERS MACULLT, the Scotch- 
man, who pufhes dircftly for Vails, has 
promifcd to give it you into your own 
hand, and therefbrel would not raifs the 
oportunitf to let you now as I am ftill in 
the land of the living j and yet I have 
been on the brink of the other world 
fined fent you my iaft letter. — We went 
by fca to another kingdom called Fife, 
and coming back, had like to have gone 
to pot in a ftorm.— What between the 
frite and ficknefi, I thought I ftiould have 
brought my heart up ; even Mr. Clinker 
was not his own man for eight and forty 
hours after we got aOiore. — It was well 
forfomc folks that we fcapcd dfownding; 
for miftrefs was very frexious, and fcem- 
ed but indiGferentty prepared for a change; 
but, thank God, fhe was foon put in a 
better frame by the private exaltations of 
the 
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the reverend Mr. Macrocodile. — We af- 
terwards churned to Starling and Graf- 
cow, which are a kiple of handfome 
towns ; and then we went to a gentle- 
man's houfe ac Loff-Loming, which is a 
wonderful fea of frefh water, with a 
power of hylands in the midft on't. — ■ 
They fay as how ic has got n'er a bot- 
tom, and was made by a muGcian ; and, 
truly, 1 believe it \ for it is not in the 
coarfe of nanue. — h has got waves viilb- 
eat ivtHd, fijh witkoul fins, and a filiating 
hyland ; and one of them is a crutch-yard, 
where the dead are buried ; and always 
before the perfon diet, a bell rings of k- 
felf to give warning. 

O Mary ! this is the land of congyra- 
tioD — The bell knolled when we were there 
— ^ faw lights, and heard lamentations.— 
The gentleman, our landlord, has got 
another houfe, which he was fain to quit^ 
CD account of a mifchicrious ghoft, that 
would not fuffer people to lie in their 
beds. — The fairies dwell in a hole of 
Kairmann, a mounting hard by ; and 
they Ileal away the good women that are 
in the ftraw, if fo be as how there a'n't a 
horlboe nailed to the door : and I was 
Ihewn an ould vitch, called ElfpathRing- 
ayey, with a red petticoat, bleared eyes» 
and 
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and a mould of grey briftles on her fin.— 
That (he mought do tne no harm, I 
crofTed her hand with a tafter, and bid 
her tell my fortune •, and ihe told me fuch 
things — defcrivjng Mr, Clinker to a hair 
— but it fhall ne'er be faid, thai I min- 
chioned a-word of the matter. — As. I was 
troubled with lies, flie advifed me to bathe 
in the lofF, which was holy water ; and 
io I went in the morning to a private 
place along with the houfe-maid, and w« 
bathed in our birth-day foot, after the fa- 
ihion of the country j and behold, whilft 
we dabbled in the loiF, fir Gorge Coon 
-flarted up with a -gun i but we cl^t our 
hands to our faces, and pafTed by him to 
^iJic place wiure we had left our fmocks— 
.A civiljgentlemati would have turned lus 
'head another way. — My comfit is, he 
new noc which was which -, and, as the 
Jayifig is, dll cats in t^ dari are grey.— ^ 
Whilft 'We ftayed at Loff-Loming, he and 
our two fquircs went three or four days 
churning among the wild men of the 
mountings ; a parcel of felvldges that lie 
in caves among the rocks, devour young 
children, fpeak Vclch, but the vords are 
different. Our ladies would not part with 
Mr. Clinker, l^ecaufe he is fo Aout, aod lb 
pyehoufe> Uiat he fears Dcither man nor 
de- 
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devils, if fo be as they don't take him by- 
iiirprife. — Indeed, he was once fo flurried 
by an operition, that he had Iil<e to have 
founded. — He made believe as if it had 
been the ould cdmiral ; but the ould ed- 
miral could not have made his air to 
ftand on end, and his teeth to (hatter i 
but he faid Co in prudence, that the ladies 
mought not be affear'd. Mifs Liddy ha3 
been puny, and like to go into a decline 
— 1 doubt her pore art is too tJndcr — but 
ihc got's-fey has fat her on her legs again. 
— You nows got's-fey is mother's milk 
to a Velchvoman. As for rniftrcfs, blef- 
fed be God, (he ails nothing. — Her fto- 
mick is good, and (he improves in greafe 
andgodhnefsi but, for all that, (he may 
have infections like other people, and I 
believe, (he wouldn't be forry to be called 
your ladyjbrp, whenever fir George thinks 
proper to ax the qurftion.— But, for my 
parr, whatever 1 may fee or hear, not a 
praticle (ball ever pafs the lips of^ 

Dear Molly, 

Your loviflg friend, 

Gf»rco,s«pt.7. yfis. Jenkins. 

Rc- 
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Remember me, as ufual, to Sail. — We 
are now coming home, though not 

the nearcfl: road. 1 do fuppofe, I 

Ihall find the kitten a fine boar at my 
return. 



To SirWATKiN Phillips, Bart, at 
Oxon. 



DEAR KNIHGT, 

ONCE more I tread upon Englilli 
ground, which I like not the worfe for 
the fix weeks' ramble I have made among 
the woods and mountains of Caledonia \ 
no offence to the land of cakes ^ tebere ban- 
nocks grow upon Jiraw. 1 never faw my 
uncle in fuch health and fpirits as he 
now enjoys. Liddy is perfcdly recovered} 
and Mrs. Tabitha has no reafon to com-' 
plain. Neverthelefs, I believe, Ihe was, 
till yefterday, inclined to give the whole 
Scotch nation te> the devil, as a pack of 
infenfible brutes, upon whom heraccom- 
plifhments had been difplayed in vain.— 
At every place where wc halted, did (he 
7 mountf 
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mount the ftage, and flouriftjed her rufty- 
arms, without being able to make one 
conqueft. One of her laft eflays was 
againft the heart of fir George Colquhoun, 
with whom fhe fpught all the weapons 
more than twice over. — She was grave and 
gay by turns — (he moralized and metho- 
dized — Ihc laughed, and romped, and 
danced, and fung, and fighed, and ogled, 
and lifped, and fluttered, and flattered — 
but all was preaching to the defart — The 
baronet, being a well-bred man, carried 
his civilities as far as Jhe could in con- 
fcicnce expcft, and, if evil tongues 
are to be believed, fome degrees farther; 
but he was too much a veteran in gallan- 
try, as well as in war, to fall into any 
ambufcade that fhe could lay for his affec- 
tion. — While we were abfent in the High- 
. lands, fhe praftifed alfo upon the laird 
of Ladrifhmore, and even gave him the 
rendezvous in the wood of Drumfcail- 
loch i but the laird had fuch a reverend ■ 
care of his own reputation, that he came 
attended with the parfon of the parifh, 
and nothing pafled but fpiritual commu- 
nication. After all thefe mifcarriagcs, 

our aunt fuddenly recoUedcd lieutenant 

Lifmahago, whom, ever fince our firft 

~ arrival at Edinburgh, fliefeemedto have 
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utterly forgot v but now fiie otprefled 
her hopes of feeing him at Dumfries, ac- 
cording to his promife. 

We fet out from Glafgow by the way . 
of Lanerk, the county-town of Clydef- 
dale, in the neighbourhood of which, the 
whole river Clyde, rufbing down a fteep 
rock, forms a very noble and ftupendous 
cafcade. Next day we were obliged to 
halt in a fmall borough, until the car- 
> riage, which had received fome damage, 
fhould be repaired ; and here we mec 
•with an incident which warmly in- 
terefted the benevolent fpirit of, Mr. 
Bramble. — As wc flood at the window of 
an inn that fronted the public prifon, a 
perfon arrived on horfeback, genteelly, 
tho' plainly, drefled in a blue frock, with 
his own hair cut Ihort, and a gold-laced 
bai upon his head. — Alighting,and giving 
his horfe to the landlord, he advanced to 
an old'man who "was at work in paving 
the- flreet, and accofted hira in thele 
words : *' This is hard work for fuch an 
•• old man as you." — So faying, he took 
the inftrument out of his hand, and be- 
gan to thump the pavement. — ^Aftcr a 
few ftrokes, " Have you never a fon 
" (faidhe) toeafe you of this labour?" 
*< Yes, an pleafe your honour, (replied 
" the 
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** the fenior) I have three hopeful lads, 
*' but, at prefent, they are out of the 
*' way." " Honour not me (cried the 
** ftrangcr) •, it more becomes me to ho- 
•* nour your grey hairs. — Where are 
*' thofcfonsyou talk of ?" The ancient 
paviour faid, his eldrft Ton was a captain 
in the Eaft-Indies ; and tJie youiigcft had 
lately inhfted as a foldier, in hopes of 
profpering like his brother. The gentle- 
man dcflring to know what was become 
of the fccond, he wiped his eyes, and 
owned, he had taken upon him his old ' 
father's debts, for which he was now ia 
the prifon hard by. 

The traveller made three quick fteps 
towards the jail, then turning Ihorc, 
*' Tell me, (faid he) has that unnatural 
" captain fent you nothing to relieve 
•• your diftreffcs ?" *' Call him not un- 
*' natural (replied the other) ; God's 
*' bleffing be upon him ! he fent me a 
** great deal of money ; but I made a 
*' bad ufe of it; I loft it by being fecuri- 
** ty for a gentleman that was my land- 
" lord, and was ftript of all I had in>the 
" world befides," At that inftant a 
young man, thruiling out his head and 
neck between two iron bars in the prifon^ 
window, exclaimed, " Father ! father ! 
" if - 
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** if my brother Willivn is in life, that's 
** he !" " I tm !-^I am ! — (cried the 
*' ftranger, claiplng the old man in his 
** arms, and Oieddiog a flood of tears)— 
•* I am your fon Willy, fure enough!" 
Before the father, who was quite con- 
founded, could make any return to this 
tendernefs, a decent old woman bolting 
out from the door of a poor habitation, 
cried, " Where is my bairn? where is 
** my dear Willy ?" — The captain no 
Iboner beheld her, than he quitted his fa- 
ther, add ran inco her embrace. 

1 can aTTure yoU( my uncle, who law 
and heard every thing that paiTcd, was 
as much moved as any one of the parties 
concerned in this pathetic recognidon.— ^ 
He fobbed,- and wept, and clapped his 
tiands, and hollowed, and finally ran 
down into the. ftrect. By this time, the 
captain had retired with his parents, and 
all the inhabitants of the place were aflem- 
bled at the doot-. — Mr. Bramble, ncver- 
tbeleis, preffed rfiro' the crowd, and entcr- 
il^ the houfe, ** Captaifi, (faid he) I beg 
** the favour of your acquaintance — -I 
** would have travelled a hundred miles 
•* to fee this affefting fcene ■, and I fiiall 
^ think myfelf happy, if you and your 

VoL'llL E ♦* parents 
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" parents *ill dine v/ith me at die public 
** houfe." The captain thanked him for 
his kind invitation, which, he faid, he 
would accept with pleafure; but, in the 
mean time, he could not think of eating' 
ordrinking, while his poor brother was in 
trouble. — He forthwith dcpofited a fum 
equal to the debt in the hands of the ma- 
giftrate, who ventured to fet his brother 
ac liberty without farther procefs ; and 
then the whole family repaired to the inn' 
wi(h my uncle, attended by the crowd,' 
fR'e individuals of which fliook their 
ttv^fifman by the hand, while he returned 
then- carefTes without the leaO: fign of 
pridb or affectation. 

This honeft favourite of fortune, whofe 
name was Brown, told my uncle, that he 
had been bred a weaver, and, about eigh- 
teen years a^o, had, from a fpirit of 
idlenefs and difCpation, enlifted as a fol- 
dier in the fervice of the Eaft-India com- 
pany } that, in the cpurfe of duty, he had 
the good fortune to attradthc notice and 
approbation of lord Clive, who preferred 
him from one ftep to another, till he at- 
tained the rank of captain and pay-maf-' 
ter to the regiment, in which capacities 
he had honeftly amafled above twelve 
thou- . 
7 



o^Goot^le 



HUMPHRY CLINKER. 75 
thoufand pounds, and, at the peace, re- 
figned his commifijon.' — He had fcnt fe- 
. vcral rcmittawces to his father, who re- 
ceived the firft only, confifting of one 
hundred pounds ; the fecond had fallen 
into the hands of a bankrupt •, and the 
third had been configned to a gentleman 
of Scotland, who died before it arrived ; 
fo that it ftill remained to be accounted 
for by his executors. He now prefentcd 
the old man with fifty pounds for his pre- 
fcnt occafions, over and above bank notes 
for one hundred, which he had depoficcd 
for his brother's releafe. — He broughc 
along with him a deed ready executed, 
by which he fettled a perpetuity of four- 
fcore pounds upon his parents, to be in* 
Merited by their other two fons after their 
deceafe. — He promifed to purchafe a 
comroiffion for his youngeft brother ; to 
take the other as his own partner in a 
manufadure which he intended to fet up, 
to give employment and bread to the in- 
duftrious i and to give five hundred 
pounds, by way of dower, to his fifter, 
who had married a farmer in low circum- 
ftances. — Finally, he gave fifty pounds 
to the poor of the town, where he was 
born, and feafted all the inhabitants with- 
out exception. 

E 2 My 
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My uncle was fo charmed with the cha- 
radcr of captain Brown, that he drank 
his health three times fuccEdively at din- 
ner. — He faid, he was proud of his ac- 
quaintance ^ that he was an honour to 
his country, and had in fome meafure re- 
deemed human nature from the reproach 
of pride, felfilhncfs, and ingratitude. — 
For my part, I was as much pleafed with 
the modefty as with the filial virtue of 
this honeft foldlcr, who affumed no merit 
from his fuccefs, and faid very little of 
his own tran factions, though the anfwers 
he made to our inquiries were equally fcn- 
fible and laconic. Mrs, Tabitha behaved 
very gracioufly to him until ftie undcr- 
flood that he was going to make a tender 
of his hand to a perfon of low eftate, who 
had been his fweet heart while he worked 
as a journeyman weaver. — Our aunt was 
no fooner made acquainted with this de- 
Cgn, than Ihe ftarched up her behaviour 
with a double proportion of referve ; and 
when the company broke up, Ihe obferv- 
cd, with a tofs of her nofe, that Brown 
was a civil fellow enough, confidering 
the lownefs of his origin ; but that For- 
tune, though Jhc had mended his cir- 
cumftanccsj was incapable to raife his 
ideas. 
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ideas, which were ftill humble and pie* 
bcian. 

On the day that fucceeded this adven- 
ture, we went fome miles out of our road 
to fee Drumlanrig, a feat belonging to the 
duke of Quceniberry, which appears lika 
a nugnificenc palace erected by magic* 
in the midft of a wilderncfs. — It is indeed 
a princely manfion, with fuitable parks 
and pfentations, rendered ftill more ftrik- 
ing by the nakcdnefs of the furrounding 
country, which is one of the wildeft tracts 
in all Scotland.— This wildncfe, however, 
isdiffercnt from that of the Highlands i for 
here the mountains, inftead of hcaih, are 
covered with a fine green fwarth, afford- 
ing pafture to innumerable flocks of fliecp. 
But the ficeces of this country, called 
Nithfdale, are not comparable to the 
wool of Galloway, which is faid to equal 
that of Salifbury plain. Having paired 
the night at the caftle of Drumlanng, by 
invitation from the duke nimfelf, who is 
one of the beft men that ever breached, 
we profecutcd our journey to Dumfries, a 
very elegant trading town nev the bor- 
ders of England, wnerc we fourid plenty 
of good provifion and excellent wine, ac 
very reafonable prices, and the accommo- 
£ 3 daeio» 
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dation as good in all refpcAs as in any 
part of South-Britain. — It I was confined 
to Scotland for life, I would chufe Dum- 
fries as the place of my refidence. Here we 
made enquiries about captain Lifmahago, 
of whom hearing no tidings, we proceed- 
ed, by. the Solway Frith, to Carlifle. You 
mud know, that (he Solway fands, upon 
which travellers pafs at low water, are ex- 
ceedingly dangerous, becaufe, as the tide 
makes, ibey become quick in difFereni; 
. places, and the flood rufkes in fo impe- 
luouft)', that palTengers are often over- 
taken by the fca, and periQi. 
' in eroding thcfe treacherous Syrtes wkh 
i guide, we perceived a drowned horfc^ , 
which Humphry Clinker, after due in- 
fpeiftion, declared to be the very identical 
bcaft which Mr. Lifmahago rode when 
he parted with us at Fekon-bridge in Nor- 
thumberland. This informatMn, whkh 
feemed to intimate that our friend the 
lieutenant had Ihared the fate of his horfe* 
aSeded u} all, and above all our aunt 
Tabitha, g^o Ihed fait tears, and oii^iged 
Clinker to pull a few hairs out of the 
dead horfc's tail, to be worn in a ring as 
a remembrance of his maftcr : but her 
grief and oitrs was not of long duration > 
for 



HUMPHRY CLINKER. 79 

for one of the firft perfons wc faw in Car- 
lifle, was the liemcnaiu in fropf-ia ffrf.tia^ 
bargaining with a tiorfe-deaJer for another 
ftced, in the yard of the inn where we 
alighted, — ^Mrs, Bramble was the firft 
that perceived htm, and fcreamed as if the 
had feen a ghoft; and, truly, at a proper 
lime and place, he might very well have 
paf&d for an inhabitant of another world ; 
for he was more meagre and grim than 
before — We received him the more cor- 
dially for having fuppofed he had been 
drowned \ and he was not deficient in ex- 
preflions of fatisfa^ion at this meeting, — 
He told us, he had enquired for us at 
pumfries, and been informed by a travel- 
ling merchant from Glafgow, that" we 
had refolved. to return by the way of 
Coldftream.— He faid, that in paSing the 
lands without a guide, his hor& had 
knocked up ; and he himfelf vavSi have 
peri(hed, if he had not been providential- 
ly relieved by a return poft-chaife. — He 
moreover gave us to underftanJ, that his 
fclieme of fettling -in his ow;i counrry 
having nnifcarried, he was fo far on his 
>vay to London, with a view to embark 
, for North-America, where he intended to 
pafs the rell of hJs days among his old 
E 4. friends 
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friends thcMiamis, andamufc himfelfin 
finifhing the education of the Ton he had 
by his beloved Squinkinacoofta. 

This prt^efi; was by no means agrceabl* 
to our good auoc, who expatiated upoa 
the fatigues and dangers that would at- 
tend fuch a long voyage by Tea, and after- 
wards fuch a tedious journey by land — • 
She enlarged particularly tin the rifque he 
would run, witti refpeft to the concerns of 
bis precious Ibul, among favages who- 
had not yet received the glad, tidings of 
latvaticHi; and (he hinted that his aban-- 
doning Gpcat-Britain mighty perhaps^ 
prove fatal to the inclinations of rame de> 
ferving perfon, whom he was qualified t* 
make happy for life. My uncle, who it 
really a Don Quixote in' generoHty, ttndcr^ 
ftanding thac Lifmahago's real reafon 
fer leaving Scotland, was the impoJibllit); 
of fubftAing in it with any decency upoiv 
the wretched provifion of a fubaltem*» 
half-pay, began to be warmly interefted. 
en the lide oi compafTioti, — He thought it 
very hard, that a gentleman who had 
fcrved his country with honour, fhotdd be- 
driven by necelTity to fpend bis old ag^ 
among the refufe of mankind, in fuch a 
remote part of the world. — He difcourfed 
witb 
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with me upon the fubjcft} obfemngv 
that he would willuigly offer the lieutC' 
Bant an afylum at Brambleton-hall, if he 
did not forfffee that his fingularities and 
tumour of contradiftion would render 
ftim aa' intolerable houfe-rnate, though his 
conver&tion'at Ibme times might be boib 
uiflruftive and entertaining t but,, as 
shere fccmed to be fomcihing particular 
HI his attention to Mts'. Tabitha, he and [ 
agreed in opinion, ihat this intercourfe 
fliould be encouraged, and improved, i£ 
j^oinble, into a matrimonial union v ii^ 
which cafe there would be a comforEabic 
provifion for both j and they might be 
Ibttled in a houfe of their own, lb thac 
Mr. Bramble fhould have nO'more of their 
Bompany than he defired; 

In purfuance of this defTgn, Lirmahagoe 
has been- invited to pafs the winter ac 
Brambleton-hall, as it will be time enoughs 
to execute his American projedfe in tbc" 
^ring.' — He has taken time lo confider o£' 
l^a propofal ; mean while,, he will keep) 
T»» company as far as we travel in. the* 
road' to Briftol, where he has hopes- of 

Setting a paflage for America, t make no> 
oubc but that he will poftpone his voy- 
agCy and ^rafecute his addrd&s^to a hap- 
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py confumination ; and fore, if ic pro- 
duces any fruit, ic muft be of a very pe- 
culiar flavouf. As the weather continues 
favourable, I believe^ we Ihall take the 
Peak of Derbyfttireand Buxton Wells in 
our way. — At any rate, from the 6rft 
place where we nuke any ftay, yom Ihait 
hear 4gaia from 

Yours always^ 

CMlifle, Sept.ia.. J. MlLFORDk 



To 



oyGoot^le 



HUMPHRY CLINKER. 83 

To 0r. Lewis- 
dear DOCTOR, 

THEpeafaiury of Scotland' are cer- 
tainly on a poor footing all over the king.- 
dom i and yet they took better, and are 
better cloathed than thofe of the fame 
rank in Burgundy, and many other places 
of France and Italy ; nay, I will venture 
to fay they are better fedy noiwithftand' 
ing the boatted wine of thefe foreign 
countries. The country people of North- 
Biitain live chieQy on oat-meal, and milk, 
cheefe, butter, and fome garden-Huff,, 
with now and then a pickled-herring, by 
way of delicacy } but flefh-meat they fel- 
dom or never tafte ; nor any kind of 
ftrong liquor, except two-penny, at timeS' 
of uncommon fcftivity.-f-Their breakfaft 
is a kind of hafty puddi)^, of oat-meal 
or peafemcal, eaten with milk. They 
kave commonly pottage to dinner, com- 
fofcd of cale or cole, keks, barley of 
E tf bigr 
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bij^ and butter ;. and this is retnforcedi 
with bread and cheefe,, made of fkimmed- 
inillc — At night they fup onfowens or 
flummer]t of oat-meal — ^In a fcarcity o£ 
oats, they ufe the meat of barley and 
peafe, which is both nourilhing and pa- 
Jatabk. Some of them have potatoes i. 
and you find parfnips in. every peafant's. 
garden — Tkey are cloathed with acoarfe- 
kind of mffct of their own making*, 
which- is both decent and warm' — They 
dwell in poor huts, built of loofe ftones 
and turfi without any. mortar, having a. 
fire-place or heanh in the midiU*, gene- 
raliy made of an old mill-ftone, and ft; 
hole at top to Ici out the fmokc; 

Thefe people, however, are content^ 
and wonderfully fegacious— AH of them 
read the BJWe,. and are even qualified to. 
difpuie upon the articles- of their faith ^ 
which, in thofe parts ! have feen, is e»!- 
tirely Preftyteriapi I am told^^ that the- 
'ihhabitantsof Aberdeenlhrre areftilLmoro- 
acute. I once knew a Scotch gentlematk 
at London* who had'declared war againfb 
this part of hts countrymen ; and fwore- 
that the impudence and' knavery of the 
Scots, in that quarter, had brought a re- 
proach upoa the whole nadkm. 

The 
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The rives Cljcdc, above Gla&ow, i» 
^iwpalloralii and the banks oe it are 
every where adorned wUb Bne vilUa^ 
From the fea to itsfource^ we may reckon' 
ehe feat} of many famiUcs^t^ the Erft rank^ 
&]ch as the duke of Argyle at Rofcneathy, 
tiie earl of Bute in the ifie of that nam^ 
the carLof GieiKaJm at FiolayftoD, lord: 
Blaatyre at Arefkine, the dutchefs of 
Douglas ac BochwcHa-duke Hamilton at 
Hatniltooi. the duke of Douglas at 
jDouglas, and the eari of Hyjidford ac 
Carmkhacl. Hamikon is a noble pa- 
iace» magnificendy furniOiBd >. and hard 
bf is the village of that narne^ one of ttw- 
neateft liule towns I have feen- in any 
country. The old eaftte- of Douglas be- 
ing burned ta the ground by accident^ 
die Ltte duke cefolvedy as head of the firfb 
&mi)y lib SeoUand, to have the lai^ft 
boufe ia the kingdom,, and ordered a. ■ 
plan, for this purpoli: } buo there was only: 
ane wing a£ it fi;iiflied' when he died. It 
16 to be hoped that htg nephew, who 19^ 
now in po&lTion of his great fortune, wUtS 
complete the deftgO' of hi6 ^edeceObr— 
Clydcfdale is ia general populoBe aad^ 
rich, containing a great oumber of gen- 
ikmen, who are independent in their for-- 
ttiQCi, but it produces more cattle thai^ 
corn 
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corn — This is alfo the cafe with Twee- 
dale, through part of which wc paffedv 
and Nidfdale, which is generally rough, 
.wild, and mountainous — Thcfe hills are 
covered with flieep ; and this is the fmall 
delicious mutton, fb much preferable to 
that of the London-market. As their 
feedit^ cofts fo little, the flieep are not 
killed till &ve years old, when ihcir flefli, 
juices, and flavour, are in perfefkion ; 
but their fleeces arc mach damaged bf 
the tar, with which they are fmeared to 
prefcrve them from the rot in winter, dur- 
ing which ihey run wild night and day, 
-and thoufands are loft under huge 

wreaths of fnow- 'Tis pity the farmers 

cannot contrive Tome means to flielter 
Ibis iWeful animal from the inclemencies 
of 2 rigorous climate, efpecially from the 
perpetual rains, which are more prejudi- 
cial than the grcatcft extremity of cold 
weather. 

On the little river Niel, is fituated the 
caftle of Drumlanrig, one of the nobleft 
ieats in Great-Britain, belonging lo the 
duke of Queenfberry ; one of ihofc few 
noblemen whole goodnefs of heart does 
honour to human-nature — 1 fliall not pre- 
- tend to enter into a defcription of this 
f ^ce, which- is leatly ao inftance of the 
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fubHme in magnificence, »s well as in 
Jicuation, and puts one m mind of the 

■ beauDfol city of Palmyra, rifing like a 
vifion in the midft of the wilderncfs. 
His grace keeps open houfe, and lives 
with great fplendour — He did us the ho- 
nour to receive us with great courtefy, 
and detain us all night, together with a- 
bove twenty other gueils, with all their 
fervants and horfes, to a very confidera- 
ble number — The dutchefs was equally 
gracious, and took our ladies under her 
immediate protcftjon. The longer I live^ 
I fee more reafon to believe that preju- 
dices of education are never wholly era- 
•dicated, even when they arc difcovered 
to be erroneous and abfurd. Such ha- 
bits of think.ing as interell the grand paf- 

'£ons, cleave to the human heart in fuclb 
a manner, that though an effort of rea- 

'ion may for<:e them from tkcir hold for a< 
moment, this violence no Iboner ceafes^ 
than they refume their grafp with an en- 
creafed elafticicy and adnefion. 

I am led into this reAe&ion, by what 
paffed at the- dofee's table ^t<r fupper. 
The converfatioft turned upwnthc vulgar 
notions of rpirits and omens, thacpmvaiL 
among the commonalty of North-Britaita, 
and all the company agreed, tliAt nothing 
could 
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could be more ridiciiilouw One gentle- 
man, however, cold a retnarkable Qxtry 
of himfctf, by way of fpeculation — ^" Be- 
** iflgon aparty <^ hunting in tlie North, 
** (laid he) 1 reeved to vifit ai> old 
** frtenda whom I bad not feen for twea> 
** ty years — So long he had been retired 
" and iequeftered from all his. acquaii)' 
** tance, and lived in a moping melatr- 
■** choly way» much affli^ed with low- 
** nefs of ^irits, occafioned by the deatb 
^^ of Ms wife, whom he had loved with 
M- uneomoioa afiedtion. As be relided 
** in a reoiote part of the country, and 
*^ we were five gentlemen with as tnanjr 
" fervants, we carried feme provifiowwith 
" us from, the next market towni leftwo" 
#* (hould fiod him. unprepared for auc re^ 
** ceptioih The roaids being bad, we 
■* did not arrive at the houfe till two* 
•*■ o'clock in the ^ernoon i. and were a.- 
** giceobly furprifed to find a very good 
** dinner ready in- the kitchen, and the- 
•* ctoth lad with fix covers^ My friend! 
*' faitnlelf appe»'ed in his beft apparel ar 
*^ the gate,, and received w6 W4lh opeiii 
" arm&i telling me he had been expeft- 
** ing us thjefe-two hours — Aftoniflied at 
** ^ts declaration, I alfced who had^giveo- 
^ him- intclligenLc q£ luir coming^, and 



HMOyGOOt^lC 



HUMPHRY CLINKER. 99 

•* he ttniled withoot making any other 
•* reply— However, prefuming upon our 
*' former intimacy, I afterwards inGfied 
*' upon knowing t and he toid me, "very 
*' gravely, he had fcen me in a viflon of 
•* the fecond fight — Nay, he called in the 
*' evidence of his fteward, who folemnly 
** decluvd, that his mafter had the day 
*< before apprifed him of my coming; 
** with four other ftrangers, and ordered 
" hhn to provide accordingly ; in confc- 
•* quence of which intimation, he had 
** prepared the dinner which we were now 
** eating j and kid the covers according 
•* to the-numbcr foretold." The incident 
we all owned to be remarkable, and 1 en- 
deavoured to account for it by natural 
meaiw. I ebferved, that as the gentloV 
man was (^ a vifionary turn, the cafual 
idea, or remembrance of his old frientf, 
BTiight fuggeft thofe ctrcumftances, which 
accident had ibr once realized ; but that 
in all probability he had icen many vi- 
fions of the fame kind, which were never 
verified. None of the company direftly 
difTented from my opinion ; but from the 
ebjeftions that were hinted, 1 covld plain- 
ty perceive, that the majority were per- 
vaded there was fomething more extras 
ordinary in the cafe. 
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' Another gentlemen of the companyv 
addrediRg hunicif to me, " Without all 
*' doubt, (feid he) a difcafed imagina- 
'* tion is very apt to produce vifions ; but 
*' we muft find ibmc oiher method to ac- 
" count for fonKthing of this kind, that 
" haj^ncd within thefe eight days in my 

" ne^bourhood A gentleman of a 

•* good family, who cannot be deemed a 
*' viiionary in any fcnfe of the word, was 
** near his own gate, in the twilight, vi- 
•' fited by his grandfather, who has been 
" dead ifaefe fifteen years— The fpedbre 
■** was mounted fecmingly on the very 
•* horfc he ufed to ride, with an angry 
** and terrible countenance, and laid 
*' fomething, which his grandfon, in the 

0* confufion of his fear, could not under- 
•' ftand. But this Was not all — He lifted 
V up a huge horfe-wbtp, and applied it 
*' with great violence to his back and 
*' fhoulders, on which 1 faw the impre£- 
.*' fjon with my own eyes. The appari- 
■** tion was afterwards feen by the fexton 
" of the parifh, hovering about the tomb 

, *' where his body lies interred j as the 
." man declared to fevcral perfons in the 
." village, before he knew what had hap- 
y- pened to the gentleman— Nay, he ac- 
*^ tualiy came to me as a juftice of the 
peace* 
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" peace, in order to make oath of thefe 
" particulars, which, however, I dcclia- 
*' ed adminiftering. As for the grandfoa 
?' of the defuoft, he is a fobcr, fenfible, 
*' worldly-minded fellow, too intent up- 
** on fchcmes of intereft to give in«> re- 
** vtries. He would have willingly pon- 
'* cealed the affair ( but he bawled out 
*• in the firft tranfport of his fear, and, 
*' running into the houfe, expofed his 
*' back and bisfconce to the whole famU 
** \y i fo that there was no denying it in 
*' the fcquel. It is now the common dif- 
•* courfc of the country, that this ap- 
•* pearance and behaviour of the old 
'* man's fpirit, portends fome great cata- 
•* mity to the family, and the goodwo- 
** man has a£tually taken to her bed ia 
V <fcis apprehenfion." 
- Though 1 did not pretend to explain 
this myftery, I faid, 1 did not at all 
doubt, but it would one day appear to be 
a deception -, ind, in all probability, a 
fcbcnie executed by fomc enemy of the 
pcrfon who had fuftained the aflauiti 
but ftill the gentleman inQflied upon the 
clearnefs of the evidence, and the concur- 
rence of leftimony, by which two credi- 
table wirneffes, without any communica- 
tioo one with another, affirmed the ap» 
* pear- 
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pearance of the fame man, with whofe 
pcrfon they were both well acquainted-^ 
From Drumlanrig we purfued the courfe 
of the Nid to Drumfries, which ftands 
feyeral miles above the place where the 
rif er falls into the fea ; and is, after Glaf- 
gow, the handfomelt town I have fecn in 
Scotland' — The inhabitants, indeed> feem 
to have propofedthat city as their modeU 
Bot only in beautifying their town and re- 
gulating its police, but arlfo in profecut- 
ing their fchemes of commerce and ma- 
nufa^ure, by which they are grown ticti 
and opulent. 

We fe-entcrcd England, by the way 
<^ Carlifle, where we accidentally met 
with our friend Lifmahago, whom we had 
in vain inquired after at Dumfries anti 
other places— It would feem that the-iap- 
tain, like the prophets of old, is but lit- 
tie honoured in his own country, which 
he has now renounced forever — He gave 
me the following particulars of his vifit 
to his native foil — In his way to the place 
of his nativity, he learned thai: his ne- 
phew had married the daughter of a 
burgeois, wha directed a weaving manu- 
fafture, and had gone into partnerfhip 
with his fathei^in-law : chagrined with 
this information* he had arrived at the 
gait 
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gate in the twiitght, where he heard the 
found of treddlcs in the great hall, which 
had exafperated him to fuch a degree, 
that he had like to have loft his fenfes : 
while he was thus tranfported with indig- 
nation, his nephew chanced to come 
forth, when, being no longer mafter of 
his paiTion, he cried, '* Degenerate raf< 
•* cal ! you have made my father's houfe 
*• a den of thieves •," and at the fame time 
chafiifed htm with his horfe-whip ; then, 
riding round the adjoining village, he 
hadviHted the burying-ground of his an- 
ceftors by moon-light ; and, having paid 
his refpcAs to their maies^ travelled all 
night to another part of the country- 
Finding the head of his family in fuch a 
difgracefut fituation, all his own friends 
dead or removed from the pUcesof their 
former refidence, and the cxpence of 
living encreafed to double of what it had 
been, when he firft left his native coun- 
try, he had bid it an eternal adieu, and 
vas determined to feek for repofe among 
the &refts of America, 

I was no longer at alofs'to account for 
the apparition, which had been defcribted 
at Drumlanrig ; and when I repeated the 
ftory to the lieutenant, he was much 
pleafed to think bis re&ntmenc had beea 
fo 
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fo mtich moreeffcSual than he intended ( ' 
and he owned, he might at fuch an hour, 
and in fuch an equipage, ver7 well pafs 
for the ghofl; oi bis father, whom he w» 

faid . greatly to refcmblc Between 

friends, I fancy Lifmahago wilt find a re- 
ireat without going fo far as the wig- 
wams (rf the Miamis. My fifter Tabby 
is making continual advances to him, iff 
^e way of aiFeftionj and, if I may truft tof 
appearances, the captain is difpofed to 
take opportunity by the forelbck. For 
my parr, I intend to encourage this cor- 
rclpondence, and ihall be glad to fee ihcm 
united — Ib that cafe,' we fhall find a way- 
to fettle them comfortably in our own 
neighbourhood. I, and my fervants, 
will get rid of a very troublefome and ty- 
rannic gouvemante ; and I fhall have the 
benefit of Lifmahago's converfation, 
without being obliged to take more of his 
company than I defire; for though an 
olla is a high-flavoured diQi, I could not 
bear to dine upon it every day of my life. 
I am much pleafcd with Manchefter," 
which is one of the moft agreeable and 
flourishing towns in Great-Britain ; and I 
perceive that this is the place which hath 
animated the fpirit, and fuggefted the chief 
manufactures of Glalgow. We propofe 
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to vide Chatfwortht the Peak, and Buxton, 
from which lalt place we fhall proceed di- 
TcA\y homewards, though hy eaf/ jour> 
nles. If the feafon has been as favourable 
in Wales as in the North, your harveft is 
happily finiihed i and we have nothitig 
left to think of but our Oftober, of 
which let Barns be properly reminded. 
You will find me much better in 8e(h than 
I was at our parting ; and this fliort repa- 
ration has given a new edge to thofe fen- 
timents of friendftiip with which 1 al- 
ways have been, and ever Ihall be, 

yours, 

Afanchefter, MaTT. BRiMBLB. 

Sept.ij. 
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^0 Mrs. GwvLLiM, hQule-kccjicr 9C 
finttnbktoa-hall. 



MRS. GWLILtt^ 

I T has pleated FrOTidence to bring u^ 
fife back to England, and partake us in, 
monypearlsby land and wa^r, inparticular^ 
the t)evtl's_ Harfe a-pike, and Hoyden's HeUt 
viuch hath got no bottom ; and, as 
we are drawing huomwards, it may be. 
proper to uprilfe. you, that Brambletoa- 
hall may be in a condition to receive us, 
after this long gurney to the iflands of 
Scotland. By the firfl of next month, 
you may begin to make conftant fires in 
my brother's chamber and mine i and burn 
a fagget every day in the yellow damafk 
room : have the tefter and curtains dull- 
ed, and the fathcrbed and tnatrofies well 
haired, becaufe, perhaps, with the bliflT- 
ing of haven, they may be yoofed on fomc 
occafion. Let the ould hpgfheads be well 
fkewred and feafoned for bear, as Mat 
B refolved to have his feller cboak fool. 

a If 
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If the houfe was muiC} I would turn 

over a new leaf 1 don't fee why 

the farvants of Wales Ihould'n't drink 
fair water, and eac hot cakes and barley 
cale, ns they do in Scotland^ without 
troubling the bot-cher above once a quar- 
ter^I hope you keep -accunt of Roger's 
purfeeding in reverence to the butter- 
milk. I expeft my dew when I come 
huom, without baiting an afs, I'll affarc 
you. — As you muft have layed a great ■ 
many more eggs than would be eaten, I 
do iuppofe there is a power of turk9> 
chickings, and guzzling about the houfe i' 
and a brave kergo of cheefc ready for 
market ; and that the owl has been fent to 
Cfickhow^, laTing what the maids fpua 
in the family. 

Pray let the whole houfe and furniture 
have a thorough cleaning from top to bot- 
totn, for the honour erf Wales j and let 
Roger fearch into, and make a general' 
. clearance of the flit holes which the maids 
have in fecret ; for I know they are much 
given to floth and uncleannefs. i hope 
you have worked a reformation among 
them, as I exhorted you in my lalt-, and 
fet their hearts upon better things than 
they can find in jutfkitting and caterwaul- 
ing with the feltows^of the country. 

ToL. III. F As 
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As for Win Jenkins, flie has under- 
gone a perfect metamurphyfis, and is be- 
come a new creeter from the ammunition 
of Humphrey Clinker, onrnew footman, 
a pious young man, who has laboured ' 
exceedingly, that Ihe may bring forth 
ftuits of repentance. I make no doubt 
but he will take the fame pains with that 
pert huflpy Mary Jones, and all of youi 
and that he may have power given to pe- 
netrate and inftill his goodnefs, even into 
your moft inward parts, is the fervent 
prayer of 

your friend in the fpirit, 

s=P"->". Tab. Bramble. 
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To Dr. Lewis. 

DEAR LEWIS, 

LisMAHAco is more paradoxical than 
ever. — The late gulp he had of his native 
air, fcems to have blown trefli fpiric into 
all his polemical faculties. 1 congratulat- 
ed him the other day on the prcfent flou- 
rilhing ftate of his country, obferving 
that the Scots were now in a fair way to 
wipe off the national reproach of pover- 
ty, and exprcHing my fatisfaftion at the 
happy eilVdts of the union, fo confpicii- 
ous in the improvement of their agricul? 
ture, commerce, manufaftures, and man- 
ners — The lieutenant, fcrewing up his 
features into a look of diffent and difgulV, ' 
commented on my remarks to this efftift — i 
*' Thofe who reproach a nation for its po- 
*' vcrtv, when it is not owing to the 
»* profligacy or vice of the people, de- 
•* ierve no anfwer. The Lacedsemonians 
" were poorer-than the Scots, when they 
** took the lead among all the free Hates 
Fa of 
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*•* of Greece, and were efteemfid ^bove 
*• them all for their valour and their Vif- 
*' tue. The moft refpeftable heroes tff 
*" ancient Rocne, fuch as Fabricins, <ti[i- 
** cinnatus, and Regulus, were poOrt'r 
•* than the pooreft freehdder in Scotlantfi 
*' and there are at this day individuals In 
" North- Britain, one of whom can prb- 
•* ducc more gold and filver than tKe 
■** whole republic of Rom^■ could rSife at 
•' thofe times when her public virtorfhotte 
** with unrivalled luftre j and pover^ v/ta 
• " fo far from being a reproach, that it 
" added frefli laurels to her famt, becaufe 
" it indicated a noble contempt of wealth, 
" which was proof againftall the arts'Of 
-« corruption — If poverty beafubjcdftr 
" reproach, it follows that wealth is the 
** objeA of efteem and veneration — In 
*' that cafe, there are Jews and others in 
** Anifterdam and London, enriched by 
" ufury, peculation, and ditferent fpe- 
'* cies of fraud and extortion, who are 
" more ellimabk than the moli virtuous 
*' and illuftrious members of the com- 
•' munity. An abfurdity which no man 
*' in his fenfes will offer to maintain. — 
*' Riches are certainly no proof of me- 
•« rit : nay they arc often (if not moft 
^ commonly) acquired by*peribns of for- 
'" did 
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" ditT minds and mc,an talents : -nQr do 
.*' -they give any intrinfic worth to the ppf- 
*^* |<;fibrt buF, on the contrary, tend to 
** pervert his underftandit>g» and render 
** his morals mpre depraved. But, granc<- 
-*» ing that poverty *ere really matter of 
" reproach* ii cannot be juftiy imputed 
** to Scotland. No country is poor -that 
**-' caa fupply its inhabitants with the ne- 
'* ccffarics of life, and even afford arti- 
•f clcafor exportation. Scotland is ricJi 
**j'ifl natural advantages ; it produces 
*' -fivery fpccies of provifion in abundance, 
•' vaft herds of cattle and flocks of ftieep, 
•* yvith » great number of horfesi pro* 
' .**' d^ious quantities of wool and flajc, 
. *} with plenty of copfe wood, and in fome 
■ '* parta large forefts .of timber. Tbc 
f ' earth is ftul more rich below than above 
-. " the furface. It yields inexhauftible 

- )' ftores of coal, free-ftonr, marble^ lead, 
/* iron^copper, andlllver, withfomcgold. 

** The fea abounds with excellent fifli, 
. ** and lalt to cure them for exportation i 
** and there are creeks and harbours round 
** the whole kingdom, for the conveni- 
•* ence and fccurity of navigation. The 
*' face of the country difplays a furprifing 

- " number of cities, towns, villas, and 
*l villages, fwarming with people j and 

F 3 there 
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" there fcems to "be no want of art, in- 
** duftry, government, and police: fuch. 
*' a kingdom can never be called poor, in " 
" any fenfc of the word, though there 
*' may be many others more powerful 
'* and opulent. But the proper ufe of 
*' ihofe advantages, and the prefent pro- 
*' fperity of the Scots, you feem toderivc 
** from the union of tlie two kingdoms !" 
■ I faid, I fuppofed he woiild not dei^y " 

■ that the appearance of the country >pas 
much mended ; that the people lived bet- 
ter, had more trade, and a greater quan- 
tity of money circulating fince the union, 
than before. " I may fafely admit theTe 
** premifes, (anfwercd the lieut«nan't) 
*' without fubfcribing to your inference. 
*' The difference you mention, I IhouM 
*' take to be the natural progrefe of 
" improvement — Since tlsaipeFfod, other 

■ *' nations, fuch as the Swedes, the 
- *' Danes, and in particular the Friencli, 

*' have greatly increafed in commerce, 
" without any fuch caufe afligned. Be- 
" fore the union, there was a remarkable 
" fpirit of trade among the Scots, as ap- 
*' peared in the cafe of their Darien Com- 
" pany, in which they had embarked hq 
•' lefs than four hundred thoufand pcKinds 
" fterlingj and in the fiouriOiing ftate'of 
•* the 
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*' the rnariiiinc toWns in Fife, and on the 
". eaftern coaft, enriched by their trade 
" with France, which failed in confc- 

,** quencc of the union. The only folid 
*' commercial advantage reaped from that 
" meafure, was the privilege of trading 
*' to the Englilh plantations \ yet, ex- 
"' ccpting GIdlgow and Dumfries, I don't 
" know any other Scotch towns conccrn- 
*' ed in that traffick. In other refpefts, 
" I conceive the Scots were lofers by the 
*' unioii. — They loft the independency of 
" theifftate, the greateft prop of nation- 
•* al fpirit j they loft their parliament, and 

. *' their courts of juftice were fobjefted 
" to the reviHon and fuprepiacy of aq 
" Englifti tribunal." 

*• Softly, captain, (cried I) you can- 
•' not be (aid to have loft your own par- 
**■ liament, while you are "reprcfented in 
*^ that of Great-Britain." " True, (laid 

f he, with a farcaftic grin) in debates of 
*' national competition, the fixteen peers 
•* and forty five commoners of Scotland, 
*' muft make a formidable figure in the 
*' fcale,- againft the whole Englilh legif- 
.*' laturc." " Be that as it may, ([ ob- 
«t fervcd) while I had the honour to fit in 
" the lower houfe, the Sfotch members 
*• had alwa.ys the majority on their fide." 
*' 1 underltand vou. Sir, (fiiid'hcj they 
'F 4 " ge- 
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'* gcDcrally fide with the mijority ; fo 
** much the worfe fqr their coBlthucnts. 
*■ But even this evil is not the worft the^ 
** have fuftained bjr the union. Their 
" trade has teen faddledwith gtievoua. 
•* impofitions, and every article of livii^ 
•• fevcrely taxed, to pay the intcreft of 
"enormous debts, contrafted by the 
•* 'Englifh, in fupport of mearuret and 
" coniieftions in which the Scots had nix 
** intercft nor concern." I begged hi!, 
would at leaft allow, that by the >OB(on 
the Scots were admitted to aU the priH- 
leges and immunities of En^ifii >fub' - 
jetts i by which means muttitudes of ihem 
were provided for in the army and navy; 
and got fortunes in different parts of £ng< - 
land, and its dominions. *•' All tbefe; 
** (faid he) become Englilh fubjefls to 

. " alt intents and parpofes, -and are in S , 
'* great mckfure loft to their mother-coOn- . 
'* try. ThefpiriEoframblingandadventure 
** has been alwayspeculiartothcnativesof 
" Scotland. If ihey had not met with en- 
" couragement in fcM;Iand, they wotHd 
" have ierved and feilled, as formerly, in 
" otiicr countries, foch as Mufcovy^ 

'" Sweden, Denmark, Poland, Germany^ 
" France, Piedmont, and Italy, in atC 
" which nations their defcendents conti- 
" nue to flouiifh even at thb day." 



i„M(> Google 



^HUMPHRY CLmK-ER. Jft? 
'' By tlus tiifx my puiencc began to iail* 
mdl j^ccUimed, '* For God's Take, whac 
^kM England got by this unioit which* 
*' yc»i, fay, has been Q) produdive of mif- 
** fertuae to the Scots." " Great and man^ 
** f9ld are the advant^cs which England 
** derives from the union' (faid Lifmaba» 
" go, in a fbtemn tone.) Firft and for^ 
*^ mofi, the iettlement of the proteftanc 
** ftxcceflioB» a point which the £nglifh<. 
y miniftry drove with fuch eageriiels, that 
^*-i!ia fioDC was left unturned, to cajole and 
^* -bvibe a few leading men, to cram the 
^^'UniondowQ the throats of the Scottilb 
^ iMtioOr who wMc furprinngly reyerfe ta 
'^-tfie expedient. They gained by it & 
**• confiderable. addition of territory, ex-- 
j^tending. their dominion to the icz on' 
"all iGdcs of the ifland, tJiercbjt (hutting 
? up all baclL^owsagaioittheencerprizes^ 
*^ 0^ their eaemies. Thsy got. an ac- 
**'ce(non of above a. million of ufeful 
** fubjcds^ conftituting a never-failing 
" Durfery of teamen, foldiers,. labourers^ 
" and mechanics ; a. moft valuable acqui-- 
*f fition to a trading country, expofed tO' 
** foreign wars, and obliged to maintain^ 
** a number of fetdemcnts in all the four 
* quarters of the globe. In the aeurfe- 
^ c£ leveo years, during the laft wai', Scot^ 
E s. ;^ Uod 
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*' land furnifhed tbe EngliSi' army and 
■*' navy with feventy thousand men,- o¥«r 
■" and above thofe who migrated to thm 
'" colonies, or mingfed with ikcm at home in 
■*' thecivildepartmentsof life. This was a 
*• very confiderable and feaibnable fupply 
*» to a nation, whofe people had been for 
*' many years decreafing in number, and 
■** whofe lands and manufaSurcs were aC- 
" tuaily fufFering for want of hands. I 
" need not remind you of the hackneyed 
-*• maxim, that, to a nation infuch circum- 
■■' ftanccs, a fupply of induftrioas people 
" is a fupply of wealth ; nor repeat an 
" obfcrvaiion, which is now rccei-ved as an 
•* eternal truth, even among the Engltfh 
•• themfelves, that the Scots who fettle in 
•* South Briiain are remarkably fobef, 
*'■ orderly, and induftrioUs." 

I'allowed the truth of this remark, add- 
ing, thr.: by their induftry, oeconomy, 
2nd circumfpeftion, many of them in 
England, as well as in her colonies, 
amafTed large fortanes, with which they 
returned to their own country, and this 

was fo much loft to South-Britain. 

•' Give me leave, fir, (faid he) to aflure 
" you, that in your faft you are tniftaken, 
•' and 'in your deduction, erroneous,— 
** Not one in- two hundred that leave 
*' Scotland 
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"■■" Scotland ever returns to fettle in his 
■•*■ own country ; and the few that do re- 
.*' torn, carry thither nothing that cafi 
** poflibly diminifli the (lock of South- 
.'" Britain; for none of their trcafureflag'- 
•* nates in Scotland-^There is a Continual 
■** circulation, li](e that of the blobd in 
*• the human ixidy, and England is the 
*' heart, to which all the ftreams which rt 
'*' diftributes are refunded and returned : 
." t>ay, in confequence of that luxury 
••* which our connexion wich'England hath 
.'^' greatly encouraged, if not introduced, 
'** -all the produce of our lands, and all 
*' the profits of our trade, are engroffid 
*' by the natives of South Britain ; fdr 
-** you will find that the exchange b^- 
.** tweeft the two kingdoms is alwaj"^ 
-" againft Scotland ; and that fhe rccairTs 
" neither gold nor filverfufficient for her 
" own circuiation.— The Scots, not cofi- 
-" tent with their own ma nu failures and 
-" produce, which would very well an- 
■•• fwer all neceflary occafions, feem tb 
" vie with each other in purchaling ktpcf' 
■** fluities from England ; fiich as broad- 
** cloth, velvets, fluffs, 61ks, lace, furS, 
■•* jewels, -furniture of all forts, fugar, 
•* rom, tea, chocolate, and coffee ; in & 
*^ wo(d, not only every mode of ihp 
F 6 " moft 
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"■'moft extFavagant luxury, but ev«tt 
" many articles of conTcmenct^, wbi^h. 
'^ they might ftaii as good, and- itroth 
" cheaper loiiheir own country. For^aH-. 
" thefe particulars, I conceive, England 
" may touch about one mitHon- fter- 
'* ling a-year.— [ don:*t pretend to tnake- 
*^ an exa^ calculation, ;. perhaps, it m^y; 
■^ be fomettiing lefs, and, perhaps,' 'a. 
** great deal more.— The annual reyertOe 
" arifing fnom all, the private eftlOu bf 
" Scotland cannot fall (hortof a mUlibn. 
*' fterling^ ; »id, I fllould icBaginC, their 
** trade wilLamount roas macltwore.^ — 
*■ I kiiow, the linen manufadure'alOtie- 
**• returns near half a million,. exchifiVc- 
** of the home-confumptioa of that attt- 
" c!e.— If,, therefore, North -Britain ^tfys. 
*■ a balance of a million annually to Erig< 
*^ land, I infill upon it, that country iat 
" more valuable to her in the way -of" 
••^ commerce, than any colony in. her. pot 
-** feffion, over and above the other-advan- 
y tageswhich Ihave fpccifiod : eherefort,, 
".they are no friends, either to- England 
" or toiruth, who aflFcftitO'depireciate the: 
** northern, part of the united' kingdom."' 
I muH own, I was at firlt a little nu- 
lled to find myielf fchooled in. fo mdit^ 

particulars. Though I dtd^notxeorlve 

alb 
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-•U-Jija ^Bertions as gofpel,. I was not ptB- 
^paretl.io refute tbeni j. and I cannot^dp' 
. BOW acquie&JDg in his remarks fo fzr as 
; to-ri^nk, that the -coatempc fbr.Scotland>- 
1 which prevails too much on- this ftck the 
■Tweed, is founded on prejudice and ci»- 
Bor;:^— After fome KcoUedion, ":WelJ, 
. ** captain^ (&id I) you have argued 
t- " -ftoutly' for the irnpcHtance of your own- 
-V-eountry: for my part, I havefucha 
i-"- n^9rd for our feUow-fubjefts of North- 
■:'■'*■. Britain, that I fliall be glad tafce the 
7.*^ da]r> when your peafants can afford lo 
...^.gJKcall their oats to their cattle* hogv 
<.^ and poultry, and indulge theinfcl7,es 
.•.^ .with good wheatea loaves^ infteadof 
**,. fqch poor, unpalatable, and iDfiammai- 
->v*f -tary diet." Here again I brought my- 
iclf into apremunire with the difputa* 
' ceoua Caledonian. He laid^ he Iraped 
7 he (hould never fee the common people 
: lifted out of that fphere- for which , they 
. vae intended by nature and the courfe ik 
' t^ags; that they might have fome reafon 
. tocomplain of their btead,ifitwere mix>- 
': ed, like that of Norway, with faw-duft: 
and fiOi- bones.; but that oatineak was, he- 
apprehended, as nourifliing and falutary 
as wheat-flour, and the Scots in general 
.- .ifaicii^titatle^asfaroury.— tieamrmed^ 
; .; thair 
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■that a noufe, which, in the article cf 
lelf-prefcrvatiMt, might be Tiippofed to 
i»6t frocn infallible inMnA, wookl always 
preferoati towheat, as app^redfrom ex- 
'^pertence } for, m a place wherr there was 
-8 parcel ofeach, that animal had never 
Jb^un to fi^ upon the latter tHl all 
the osts were OMifumed : for their nutri- 
ttre quality, he appealed to the hale, ro- 
hvk conftitutioRs of the people who Itved 
cbicBy upon oatmeal} and,'inftead' of 
'bdt^ inflatn'matory, he alTerted, that h 
-was a cooling Aib-acid, balfamtc and 
jnuctlzgiitous i infomuch, that in all in- 
Aamtnatorydiibempers, recourfe was had 
to water-grucl, and flummery nnade of 
■oatmeal. 

■ " At leaft, (faid I) give me leave to 
^ wifli them fttch a degree of commerce 
V as may enaiblethem to follow their own . 
■** inclinations."—^——" Heaven forbid ! 
■•* (cried this pbilofo^her) Woe be to 
** that nation, where the multitude is 
•' at liberty to follow their own inclina- ■ 
** riOns ! ComtncFce is undoubtedly a 
*' bltflingiwhU^e reftpained within its pn»- 
■" per ChaiMieis i but a glut of wealth 
■•• brings slang with it a glut of evils: 
•• ic brings falfe tafte, falfe appttiw, 
** faltc vi&ttfSi prftfufion, venality, cot>-' 
-, ■ " tempt 
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--** tempt of mder, engcnderh^ a {pint of 
" Hcetuioufnefs, tntblence, and ^dlion, 
** that keeps the community in contintMl 
** ferment, and in time deftroys. all the 
.'*^ diftin6lions of civil fociety^ fo tbac' 
.'* Uiurerfal ulaichy and uproar tnuft cm- 
•* fae. Will any fcnfible man affirmv 
f* that the national adrantages of opu- 
.*^ lence are to be fought'on t^fe terms?" 
" No, fure ; ,but 1 am one of thofe who 
" think, that, by proper regulations, com* 
*' merce may produce every national bene- 
*' fit, without the allay of fuchcoQcomi- 
** tant evils." 

.' So much for the dogmata of my friend 
LifmaJiago, whom I defcribe the more 
circumftantially, as I firmly believe he 
Will fee up liis reft in Monmomhlhirc. 
Ycfterday, while I was alone with him, 
he aflted, in fome confufion, if I flxnild 
have any objeflion to the fuccefs of a gen- 
tleman and a foldier, provided he fhoutd 
be fo fortunate as to engage my filler's af- 
feftion. I anfwered, without hefitation, 
that my fitter was old enough to judge for 
herfelf; and that I fiiould be very far 
from difapproviog any refolutioo fhe 
might take in his favour. — His eyes 
ifparkled at this declaration. He de- 
clared, he fbould ihink himfelf the hap- 
I pieft 
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pim man on earth to be conne^lfd wklk 
.my family v and that he Ifaould never, be 
v^ary of giving me proofs of his gracicude 
and attachment. I fappofe Tabby and 
jbe arc already agreed; in which cafe, we 
Iball have a wedding at Brambleton-faal^ 
and you Iball give away the bride.— ^U is- ~ 
the leaft thing you can do» by way of 
atonement for your former cruelty to thac 
poor love-fick naidea, who has been ia 
long a thorn in the fide of 

Youw, 

*i* '*• Matt. "BnAuttil 

YTe have been st Buxton ?. bu^ as I A^ 
not much relilh either the company or 
tbe a£comtnodations, and had ncoccan 
£on for the water, we ftsyed. but tsuft. 
sights io the place. 
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To Sir Watkim Phillips, Bar', at 
Oxon. 



ADVENTURES begin to thicken « 
we advance to the fouthward. — Lirmaha- 
' go has now profelled himfelf the admirer 
D£our.3mtft and carries on hisaddreOes 
under the fanfiion of her brother's appro- 
bation } fo that we Ibal] certainly have a 
wedding by ChrUtmas. I fiiould be gla^ 
you was prefent at the nuptials, to help 
me to throw the ftocking, and perform 
other cefeoaonies peculiar. to that .occa- 
fion ——I am fore it will be produ^ive 
of fome diverfioD ; and, truly, ic would 
be worth your while to cotne acrofs 
the coontryonpurpofe toieetwofuchori* 
ginal figures in bed Uigether, with their 
laced night-capsihe, the emblem of good 
chear, and OMr> the pifture of good na- 
iiire. All this agreeable profpedb-was 
clouded, and. had well nigh vanifhed en- 
iirely» 
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tirely, in confcquencc of a late mifiindcr- 
ftanding between the future biothers'in- 
Jaw, which, however, is now happily 
removed. 

A few days ago, my uncle and I; going 
to vific a relation, piet with lord Oxming- 
Ibri at Hk houfr, who afked' us ro dine 
witii him next day, and we accepted ibc 

invitation. Accordingly, leaving our 

women under the cart: qf captain Lifma- 
hago, at the inn where we had lodged the 

* preceding night, in a little town, about a 
mile from his lordfhip's- dwelling, we 

' went at the hour appointed, and had a 

■ fa(hionabl« meal ferved up with- much 
oftentation to a company of about a dozen 

' perfons, none of whom we had ever iecn 
before. — His lordfhip is much more re- 
markable for his pridC' and caprice, than 
for his hotpitalicy and imderftamditnf j 

- and, indeed, it appeared, that he coii- 

■ fidered his guofts merely as ©thefts to 

■ ftiinc Upon, fo as to Ftftcft the luftre of 

• his own magnificence. — There was much 

■ ftate, but no courtefy ; and a great deal of . 
' compliment without anyconverfation. — 

Before the defert wds rettioved, our noble 
-entertainer propofcd three general toadt ; 
' then calling for a glafs of wine, and 
bowing all round, wi(hed uj. a good af- 
ternoon. 



.Cooyle 



HUMPHRY CLINKER. 115, 

temoon, ThK w» the figrial for the 
cumpany to break up, and' they obeyed 
it inimfdifttely, all except our 'fquire, who 
was greatly (hocked at the manner of this 
difmiriion.— He changed coutenance, bit 
his lip in filcnoe, but ftiil kept his fciit, 
fb that his lordlhip found himfelf obliged 
to give us another hint, by faying, be 
ihoukl be glad 10 fee us another time. 
*' There is no time like the prefent time 
*• (cried Mr-.Bramble)> your lordlhip has 

-*• not yet drank a bumper to the heji in 
** Cbr^tndam."- "riidrinknoroorebum- 

.««. peri to-day (anfwered our landlord)! 
•* and tarn forry to fee you bavtdrank too 
^> itiany. — Onleriheffciitleiiiao's cu^ia^e 

■ ■«*to the gate." — Softying, he jofc aod 
retired abruptly -, our Yquire ftarting up 
ac'che £une time, laying his- htad upon 
Ms fword, and. efing'tnoi.'fvicb a<mEifl:£:- 
rocious a^tSt. The mafier having va^Ai- 
-ed in this manner, our uncle bad one of 
■the fervants to- fee what was to pay j and 
the fellow anfwering, •* This is no inny" 
" I cry you mercy, (cried the othea-) I 
" perceive it is not ; -if it were, the land- 
" lord would be more civil.— There's' a 
** guinea, however; take it, and tell 
** your lord, that I ihall not leave the 
■* country till I have had an opportunity 
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" to thank him in peifon for hii ^ite- 
** nefs and hofpitality." / ., ., 

We then walked dowo ftairs through 19 
double range of lacqucys> <and gexting 
into the chaift, proceeded homewards- 
Perceiving the 'fquire much ruffled, I 
■ ventured to difapprove (^ his refcatment^ 
obferving, that, as lord Oxmington was 
weU known to have his brain very • ill 
timbered, a fenGble man Ihould rfLthi^ 
laugh, than be angry at his ridicj^QWS- 
want of breeding, — Mr. Bramble t^^ 
umbrage at my prefumitig ta be wi^ 
. than he upoa this occafion^ and-tsild tm, 
' that as he had always thought ^V himf<^ 
iii<every occurrence in life, he wouldi'AiU 
uje the facne privilege, with my-gpod 
leave. 

When we returned to ourinn, be cte- 
feted J.ifmahago.; and having explaiacd 
bis grievance, deGrcd that gentleman to 
go .and dcmaod fatisfadion of.k>rd. Ox- 
mington in his , name.^The lieutenant 
charged htmfelf with this commiflion, and 
immediately fet out a horfeback for hia 
]ordibip*s houfe, attended, at his own re- 
queft, by my mas Archy Macalpine> 
who had been ufed to military IJrcvicc} 
uid truly, if Macalpine had been moutat- 
cd upon an afs, this couple might have 
paflcd 
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pafledforcfafr knight of LaMahchaand his 
'fquire Faaza. It was not till after fomc 
dM4tir that Lifmahago obtained a private 
audience, m which he formally defied his 
lordlhip to fmgte combat, in the name of 
Mr. BramUci and defired'him to appoint 
die time and place. Lord Oxmmgton 
%«s fo confounded at this unexpected 
'EheBage, that he could not, ibr fome 
tioM^ make any articulate reply ; but 
'flitod Glaring at the lieutenant with mam- 
4^' marks of perturbation. At length, 
^Hj^t^ a bell with great vehemence, he 
-Milnmcd, " What ! a commoner fend 
■**^' a challenge to a peer of the realm 1 — 
;« Privilege! privilege I— Here's a pW- 
^ ftn brings me' a challenge from the 
** WeUhman that dined at my table—- 
** An impudent fellow! — My wine is not 
■ ** yet out of his head." 

The whole houfe was immediately in 
commotion. — Macalpine made a fotdicrly 
^nMreat with the two horfes ■, but the cap- 
-^tMnwas Suddenly furrounded and difarm- 
• ed by the footmen, whom a French valet 
de chambre headed in this exploit ; his 
fword was pafled through a clofe-ftool, 
and hisperfon through the horre-pond.— 
In this plight he returned to the inn, half 
mad with his difgracc—So violent was 
the 
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the rage of his indignadon, that he mif- 
took its objeft. — He wanted to qnorrel 
with Mr. Bramble J he faid, he had been 
difhonourcd on his account, and he look- 
ed for reparation at his hands. — My un- 
cle's back was up in a moment ; and he 
dcfired him to explain his preienfions. — 
" 'Either compel lordOxmington-to-giv*! 
*» me fatisfatftion, (cried be) or give it mc 
** in your 6wn pcrfon." " The IdtKr 
" part of the alternative- is the moftc»^ 
"and expedftious (replied the 'ft^ujre^ 
•' ftarting up) : if you are difpofed fota 
" walk, ni attend you this moment," ; 
Here they were interrupted by Mrs'.^ 
Tabby, who had overheard all that 

palTed. She now burft into the room,' ' 

and running bccwixc them, in great agi- 
tation, *' Is this your regard for me, (faid' 
** Ihe to the lieutenant) to feek ihe lite of 
" my brother ?" Lifmahago, whofeem- 
ed to grow cool as my uncle grew hoti 
a0ured her he had a very great refpeft 
for Mr. Bramble, -but he had ftill more 
fbr.his own honour, which had fuffered 
pollution 5 butif that could be once pu- 
rified, he fhoijld have no further caufe of 

diffatisfaiftion. The 'fqairc faid, -he 

Ihould have thought it incumbent upon- 

Kim to vindicate the lieutenant's honour s 

but 
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buc, as he bad now carvedfcH' himfetf, he 
migbc fwallow and digcft ic as tycll 

a& he could, In a word, wt^ac 

betwixt the mediation of Mrs. Tabitha, 
th6 recollection of the captaip, who per- 
ceived h^ had gone too far, and the re- 
monftrances of your humble fervanc, who 
joined them at this jun6ttire« thole tyiro 
originals were perfedly reconciled ; and 
then, we proceeded to deliberate upon the 
means of taking vengeance for the infults 
they fiad received from the petulant peers 
for, until that aim fhould be accomplifh-. 
ed, Mr, Bramble fwore, with g-reac em- 
phatfis, that he would not leave the inn 
where we now lodged, even if he ihould 
pafs his Cbrifhnas od the fpot. 

In confequcncc of our deliberations, we 
next day, in- the forenoon, proceeded in a 
body to his lordlhip's houfe, alt of us, 
with our fervants, including the coach- 
man, mounted a-horfeback, with our 
ptftols loaded and ready primed. — ^I'hus 
prepared for a£^ion, we paraded folemnly 
and flowly belbre his lordfhip's gate, which, 
wepafled'three times in fuch a manner, that, 
he could nor but fee us, and fofpeiEt the 
caufe of our appearance. — After dinner 
we returned,. and performed the fame ca- 
valcade, which was again repeated the 
mora- 
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morning following •, buc wc had . no oc- 
cafion to perfift in thefe mimEuvres.-— - 
About noon, we were viliced b^ the gen- 
cleman, at whofe houfe we had firft feea 
lord Oxmington. — He now came to make 
apoldgies in the name of his lordlhip, who 
declared he had no intention to give of- 
fence to tny uncle, in pra£^ifing what 
had been always the cuftom of his houfe; 
and that as for the indignities which had 
been put upon the officer, they were of- 
fered without his lordfhip's knowledge, 
at the infttgation of his valet de chambre. 
— "Iflhat be the cafe, (faid my uncle, in 
** a peremptory tone) I fliall be ctmtented 
** with lord Oxmington's perlbnal en- 
" cufes; and I hope my friend will be 
** faiisfied with his lordlhip's turning 
" that inlblent rafcal out of his fervice." 
—** Sir, (cried Lifmahago) I mull infift 
" upon taking pcrfonal vengeance for 
*' the perfonal injuries I have fuftained." 
After fome debate, the affiiir was ad- 
jured in this manner.— —His lordlhip» 
meeting us at our friend's houfe, declare 
ed he was forry for what had happened ; 
and that he had no intention to give um- 
brage. — The valet de cl>ambre afked par- 
don of the lieutenant upon his knees, 
when Lifmahago, to the aftoniQinaenE of 
- z all 
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alt prefcnt, gave him a violent kick on 
thcfece, which laid him on his back, ex- 
claiming in a furious tone, ** Out je te 
•' pardonne^ gem f outre" 

Such was the fortunate iffue of this pe- 
rilous adventure,- which threatened abun- 
dance of vexation to oiir family j for the 
'fquire is one of ihofe who will facrifice 
both life and fortune, rather than leave 
what they conceive to be the leaft fpeck' 
or blemtfh upon their honour and reputa- 
lioH. ■ His lordihip had no fooner pro- 
nounced his apology, with a very bad 
grace, than he went away in fome difor- 
der, and, I dare fay, he will never invite 
another Welchman to his table. 

We forthwith quitted the field of this' 
atchievement, in order to profecute our 
journey \ but we foUow no determi- 
nate courfe— — We make fmall devia- 
tions, to feethe remarkable towns, villas, 
and curioiities on each fide of our route ; 
fo that we advance by ilow fteps towards 
the -borders of Monmouthfliire : but in 
the midfl: of thefc irregular motions, there 
is no abberration nor eccentricity in that 
affedionwithwhichl am, dear Wat, 





Yours always. 


Sept. «8. 


J. MELFORDi 


Voi. HI. 


G To 
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To Dr. Lewis. 



- A T what lime of life mxy a man think 
himfelf exempted from the neceffity erf 
facrificing his repofe to the puftilios of a 
contemptible world ? I have been engag- 
ed in a ridiculous adventure, which I llialt 
tecount at meeting) and this, I hope, 
will not be much longer delayed, as we 
have now performed almoift all our vilits, 
and feen every thing that I think has 
any right to retard us in our journey 
homewards—— A few days ago, undcr- 
flanding by accident, that my old friend 
Baynard was ic the country, I would not 
pafs fo near his habitation without pay- 
ing him a vifita though our correfpon- 
dence had been interrupted for a long 
courfe of years. 

1 felt myfelf very fenfibly affcfted by 
the ideas of our pall intimacy, as we ap- 
proached the place where we had fpent fo 
many happy days together j but when wc 
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arrived at the houfe, I could not recog- 
nize any one of thofe objcifts, which had 
been fo deeply impreffed upon my re- 
membrance — The tall oaks that Ihaded 
the avenue, had been cut down, and the 
iron gates at the end of it removed, toge- 
ther with the high wall rhatfurroundcd the 
courtyard. The houfe itfelf, which was 
formerly a convent of Ciftercian monks, 
had a venerable appearance ; and along 
the front that looked into the garden, was 
a ftoRC gallery, which afforded me many 
an agreeable walk, when I was difpofed 
to be contemplative — Now the old front 
is covered with a fcrcen of modern srchi- 
tefture; fo that all without is Grecian, 
and all within Gothic — As for the garden, 
which was well (locked with the beft fruit 
which England could produce, there is 
not now the leaft veftage remaining of 
trees, walls, or hedges Nothing ap- 
pears but a naked circus of loofe fand, 
with a dry bafon and a leaden triton in 
the middle. 

You muft know, that Baynard, at his 
father's death, had a clear eftate of fifteen 
hundred pounds a-year, and was in other 
rcfpefts extremely well qualified to make 
a refpedtable Bgure in the common- 
wealth i but, what with fomc exccfles of 
G 2 youth. 
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youtli, and the expencc of a conteftcd e- 
icition, he in a few years found himft-lf 
encumbered with a debt of ten thoufand 
pounds, which he refolved to difcharge 
by means of a prudent marriage — He ac- 
cordingly niarried a mif Thomfon, whofe 
fortune amounted to double the fum th^t 
he owed — She was the daughter of a ci- 
tizen, who had failed in trade ; but her 
fortune came by an .uncle, who died in 
the Eaft-Ind:es — Her own parents being 
dead, {he lived with a maiden aunt, who 
had fuperintendcd her education j and, in 
all appearance, was well enough qualifi- 
ed for the-ufual purpofes of the married 
ftate— Her virtues, however, ftood ra- 
ther upon a negative, than a pofitive foun- 
dation — -She was neither proud, infolent, 
nor capricious, nor given to fcandal, nor 
addided to gaming, nor inclined to gal- 
lantry — She could read, and write, and 
dance, and fing, and play upon the harp- 
fichprd, and fmatter French, and take a 
hand at whill and ombre -, but even thcfe 
accompli fhmenis ftie poffeffed by halves 
—She excelled in nothing. Her conver- 
fation was Har, her ftile mean, and her 
expieflion embarrallcd — In a word, her 
charader was totally infipid. Her pcr- 
fon was not difagreeable; but there was 
no- 
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nothing graceful in her addrefs, nor en- 
gaging in her manners j and ibe was To 
Ul qualiBed to do the honours of the 
houfe, that when fhc fat at the head of 
the table, one was always looking for 
the tniftrcfs of the family in fome other 
place. 

Baynard had flattered himfelf, that it 
would be no difficult matter to mould 
fuch a fubjeft after his own falhion, and 
that flic would chcarfully enter into his 
views, which were wholly turned to do- 
meflic happinefs. He propofed to refidc 
always in the country, of which he was 
fond to a degree cf enthofiafm, to cul- 
tivate his eftaie,' which was very improv- 
able ; to enjoy the exercife of rural di- 
verfionsi to maintain an intimacy of cor- 
refpondence with fome friends that were 
fettled in his neighbourhood -, to keep a 
comfortable houfc, without fuffering his 
cStpence to exceed the limitj: of hw in- 
come ; and to find pleafiire and employ- 
ment for his wife in the management and 

avocations of her own family This, 

however, was a vifionary fcheme, which 
he never was. able to realize. His wife 
was as ignorant as a new-born babe of 
every thing that related to theconduft of 
a family-; and the had no idea of a coun- 
G 3 try 
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try life — Her underftandingdidnoi reach 
fo far as to comprehend the -firft princi- 
ples of difcreiion ; and, indeed, if her 
capacity had been better that) it was, her 
natural indolence would not have permit- 
ted her to abandon a certain rodtine, to 
which (he had been habituated. She had 
not lafte enough to rciith any rational en- 
joyment t but her ruling paSion was va- 
nity, not that rpecies which arifes from 
fclf-conccit ©f.fupcrior accompUIhoicnts, 
hut that which is of a baftard and idioc 
nature, escited by fliew and oftentatioo, 
which implies not even the lead: confci- 
ouriK& of any perfonal merit. 

The nuptial peal of noife and nonfenfe 
heiug rui^ out in all the ufual changes, 
Mr. Baynard thought it high time to make 
her acquainted with the particulars trf the 
plan which he had projeftcd— — He told 
her that his fortune, though fufficient ta 
afford all the comforts <w tift, was not 
ample enough to command ail the fuper- 
fluitics of pomp and pageantry,' which, 
indeed, were equally abfurd and intolera- 
ble—He therefore hoped Ihe would have 
no objection to their leaving London in 
the fpring, whsfi he would take the op- 
portunity to difmifs fome i^nnceeflary do- 
mcftics, 
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medics, whom he .had hired for the occa- 
fionof their marriage — She heard him in 
CiencCi and after fbmc patife, *' So, (faid 
" (he) lam to be buried in the country!" 
He was fo confounded at this reply, that 
he could not fpeak for fome minutes : ac 
length he told her, he was much'morti- 
fied to find he had propofed any thing 
that was difagrecable to her ideas—" I 
" am fure (added he) I meant nothing 
** more than to lay down a comfortable 
*' plan of living within the bounds of our 
" fortune, which is but moderate." 
** Sir, (faid flic) you are the beft judge 
♦• of your own affairs — My fortune, ( 
** know, does not exceed twenty thou- 

" fand pounds Yet, even with that 

" pittance, I might have had a hufband 
*■ who would not have begrudged me a 
** houfe ID London—" ** Good God ! 
** my dear, (cried poor Baynard, in the 
** utmoft agitation) you don't riiink me 
*' fo fordid— -I imly hinted what I thought 
** —But, I don't pretend to impofc— " 
•* Yes, fir, (refumed the lady) it is 
** your prerogative to command, and mj 
" duty to obey — *' 

So faying, Ihe burft into tears and re- 
tired to her chamber, where flic was join- 
ed by her aunt — He endeavoured to re- 
G 4 collea 
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collcft himfclf, and aft with vigour of 
mind on this occafion ; but was betray- 
ed by the tendernefs of his nature, wiiich 
was the grcatefl dcftd of his conftitution. 
He found the aunt in tears, and the niece 
in a fit, which held her the beft'part of 
tight hours, at the expiration of which, 
flje began to talk iiicoherenily about 
death and her dear hvjh'and, who had fat 
by her all this time, and now preffcd htr 
hand to his Tips, in a tranfport of grief 
and penitence for the offence he had 
given — From thence forward, he care- 
fully avoided mentioning the country ; 
and they continued to be fucked deeper 
and deeper into the vortex of extrava- 
gance and dilTipation, leading what' is 
called a faftiionable life in town — About 
the latter end of July, however, Mrs. 
Baynard, in order to exhibit a proof of 
conjugal obedience, defired of her own 
accord, that they might pay a viQt to his 
country houfe, as there wasno company 
left in London. He would haveexcufed 
himii:lf from this excurfion, which was 
no part of the ceconomical plan he had 
propofed ; but fhe infiftcd upon making 
this facrifice to his tafte and prejudices, 
and away they went with fuch an equi- 
page as aftoniihed the whole country- 
All 
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All that remained of the feafon was en- 
grofled by receiving and returning vifits 
in the neighbourhood} and, in this in- 
tercourfe, it was difcovercd that fir John 
Chickweil had a houfe-fteward and ore 
footman in livery more than the comple- 
ment of iVIr. Eaynard's houfehold. This 
remark was rhade by the aunt at table, 
and afiented to by the hufband, who ob- 
fcrvcd that fir.Jphn Chickweil might veJ 
,ry well afford to keep more iVrvanis tiian 
were found in the family of a man who 
had not half his fortune. Mrs. Eaynard 
ate no fupper that evening -, but was fciz- 
ed with a violent fit, which completed 
her triumph over thefpiric of her conHirr. 
The two fupernumcrary fervants were ad- 
ded — The family plate was fold for old 
fiiver, and a new fervice procured ; fa- 
iliionablc furniture was provided, snd the 
whole houfc turned topfy turvy. 

At their return to London, in. the be- 
ginning of winter, he, with a heavy hearr, 
communicated thefe particulars to me in 
confidence. Before his marriage, he had 
introduced me to the lady as his particu- 
lar friend ; and I now offered in thatcha- 
ra£ter, to lay before her the necefiity of 
reforming htr ceconomy, if llie had any 
regard 10 the intercft of her own family, 
G 5 or 
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or complaifance for the inclinations of her 
iui/band — Biic Baynard declined niy of- 
fer, on (he fuppofidon that his wife's 
oerves were loo delicate. to bear expothi- 
laiion i and that it would only ferve to 
overwhelm her with fuch diftrcu as wotild 
make himfclf miftrable. 

Baynard is a man of fpirit, and had Ihe 
proved a termagant, he would have 
known how to deal with her; but, either 
by accidcRt or inftinft, fhe faftened upon 
the weak fide of his foul, and held it fo 
faft, that he has been in fubje&ion ever 
£nce — I afterwards advifed him to carry 
her abroad to France or Italy, where he 
might gratify her vanity for half the ex- 
pence it cod him in England ; and this 
advice he followed accordingly — She was 
■agreeably Battered with the idea of feeing 
and knowing foreign parts, and foreign 
fafliiofis i of being prefented to fove- 
reigns, and living familiarly with princes. 
She forthwith feized the hint which I 
bad thrown out on purpofe, and even 
prelTed Mr. Baynard to haften his depar- 
ture ; fo that in a few weeks they crofled 
the fea to France, with a moderate train, 
ftill including the aunt; who was her 
bofoin counfeilor, and abetted her in alt 

ber oppofuioij to her huiband's will 

Since 
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Since that period, I have had little or no 
opportunity to renew our former corrc- 
(pondencci — All that I knew of his tranf- 
aftions, amounted to no more thui that 
after an abfence of two years, they re-- 
turned fo little improved in CBConomy, 
that chey launched out into new oceans of 
excravagaoce, which, at length, obliged 
him to mortgage hiseftate — By this time 
flic had bore him three children, of which 
the lalt only furvives, a puny boy of 
twelve or thirteen, who will be ruined ia' 
his education by the indulgence of his, 
mother/ . 

As for Baynard, neither his own good' 
fenfe, nor the dread of indigence, nor- 
the confidcration of his children, has been- 
of force fufficient to fiimulace him into: 
the refolution of breaking at once the 
fliameful fpell by which he feems en- 
chanted With a tafte capable of the- 

moft refined enjoyhienr, a heart glowing 
with all the warmth of friendlhipai}dhu- ■ 
manity, and a difpofition ftrongly turned 
to the more rational pleafurcs of a retired, 
and country life, he is hurried about in a 
' perpetual tumuli, amidft a mob of beinga. 
plcafcd with rattles, baubles, and gew-. 
gaws, fo void of fenfe and diltini^ion, 
thai even thcmi^ acuce philofophy would 
G 6 ficd- 
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find it ^ very hard ta(k to dii'covcr for 
what wife purpofe of providence they 
were created — Friendlliip is not to be 
found ; norxan.the atniiremencs£or which 
be fighs be enjoyed within the rotation of 
abfurdity, to which he is doomed for life. 
He has long refigned all views of improv- 
,iag his fortune by management and atten- 
tion to the exercife of hulbandry, in 
which he delighted; and 'as to domeftic 
happinefs, not thejealt glioipfe of hope 
remains toamufe his imagination. Thus 
blaftcd in all his profpefts, he could not 
fail to be overwhelmed with nicl^ncfaoly 
and chagrin, which have preyed upon 
his health and fpirics in fuch a manner, 
that he is now threatened with a con- 
fomption. 

I have given you a fkctch of the man, 
whom the other day I went to vifii — Ar 
the gate we found a great number of pow- 
dered lacquies, but no civility— After we 
had fat a confiderable time in the coachi 
we were told, that Mr. Baynardhad rode 
out, and that his lady was drcfTmg -, but 
we were introduced to a parlour, fo very 
line and delicate, that in all appearance it 
was defigned to be fcen only, not inha- 
bited. The chairs and couches were 
carved, gilt, and covered with rich da- 
mafk, 
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maik, Co fmooth a/id flick, that they 
looked as if they had never been fat upon. 
There was no carpet on the floor ; but 
t-hc boards were rubbed and waxed in fuch 
a manner, that, we could not walk, but 
were obliged to Aide along them ; and as 
fortheftove, it was too bright and po- 
lifhedto be polluted with fea coal, or 
ftained by the fmoke of any giofs mate- 
rial fire — When we had remained above 
half an hour focrificing to the inhofpita- 
ble powers in this temple of cold recepticnt 
my friend Baynjrd arrived, and under- 
standing we" were in the houfe, made his 
appearance, fo meagre, yellow, and de- 
jeiJted, that I really fliould not have 
known him, had I met with him in any 

other place Runmng up to me, with 

great eagernefs, he ftrained me in his cm- 
brace, and his heart was fo full, that for 
fome minutes he could not fpeak — Hav- - 
ing faluted us all roufid, he perceived our 
uncomfortable fituation, and conducting 
us into another apartment, which had fire 

in the chimney, called for chocolate 

Then, withdrawing, he returned with a 
compliment from hii *ifc, and, in the 
mean time, prefented his fon Harry, a 
(hambling, biear-eycd boy, in the habit 
of a huflar j very rude, forward, and im- 
pertinent 
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pertinent— His father would have fent 
nkn to JL board ing-fchooli but his.mam- 
ma and aunt would not lM:ar of his lying 
out of the houfe •, fo that there wis a cler-- 
gyman engaged as his tutor in the fa* 
mily. 

As it was but juft turoed of twelve,' 
and the whoje houfe was in commotion tO' 
prepare a formal entertainmenti' I fore- 
law it would be late before we dined, and. 
propofed a walk to Mr. Baynard, that 
we might converfc together freely. In 
the courfc of this perambulation, when I 
cxprelTed fome furprife that he had re- ~ 
turned fo foon from Italy, he gave me tO: 
undcrftand, that his going abroad had not 
at all anfwCred the purpofe, for which he 
left England i that although the expence 
of living was not fo great in Italy as at 
home, refpc£t being had to the fame rank 
of life in both countries, it had been 
found necelTary for him to lift himfclf a- 
bove his ufual ftilc,' that he might be on 
fome footing with the counts* marquifes^ 
and cavalieres, with, whom he kept com- 
pany He was obliged to hire a great 

number of fcrvants, to takeo^ a great 
variety of rich cloaths, and to keep a 
fumptuous table for the faOiionable fcoroc- 
coni of the country ; who^ witjiout aeon* 
lider- 
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fideration of this kind, would not have 
payed any attention to an untitled fo- 
reigner, let his family or fbrtuncbe c«r 
h refpedlable — Belidn, Mrs. Baynard was 
continually furrounded by a train of ex- 
penfive loungers, under the denominations 
of language-mafiers, muficians, painters, 
and ciceroni ; and had a^ually fallen in- 
to the difeafe of buying pictures and an- 
tiques up,on her own judgment, which was 
far from being infallible — At length Ihe 
met with an affront, which gave her a 
difguft to Italy, and drove her back to 
England with fome precipitation. ]iy 
means of frequenting the durchefs of 

B *5 converfazione, while her grace 

was at Rome, Mrs. Bayrtard became ac- 
quainted with all the faftiionablt people 
of that city, and was admitted to their af- 
femblies without fcruple — Thus favour, 
ed, flic conceived too great an idea of 
her own importance; and when the du- 
chefs left Rome, refolvcd to have a con- 
verfazione that fiiould leave the Ro- 
mans no rooni to regret her grace's de- 
parture. She provided hands for a mu- 
flcal entertainment, and fent bighcrri of 
invitation to every perfon of diftindion i 
but not one Roman of the female (ex ap- 
peared atheraflembly — She was that night 
feized 
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feized with a violent fit, and kept her bed 
three days, at the expiration of wi>ich fhe 
declared that the air of Italy would be 
tlie ruin of her conftitution. la order to 
prevent this cataftrophe, (he was fpeedily 
removed to Geneva, from whence they 
returned to England by the way of Lyons 
and Paris. By the lime they arrived at 
Calais, fhe had purchafed fuch a quant,i- 
ty of fiiks, fluffs, and laces, that it was 
neceffary to hire a veflel to fmuggle them 
over, and this veffel was taken by a cuf- 
tom-houfe cutter ; fo that they loft the 
whole cargo, which had coft them above 
eight hundred pounds. 
, U now appeared, that her travels had 
produced no effeift upon her, but that of 
making her more expenfive and fantaftic 
than ever: — Sheaffcdted to lead thefafhion^ 
not only in point of female drefs, but in eve^ 
ry article of taftc and connoiffeurlhip. She 
made a drav/ing of the new facade to the 
houfe in the country ; (he pulled up the 
trees, and pulled down the walls of the 
garden, fo as to let in the eafterly wind, 
which Mr. Baynard's anccftors had been 
at great pains to exclude. To fhcw her 
tafte in layiogout ground, (he" feized into 
her own hand a farm of two hundred 
acres, about a mile from the houfe, which. 
ihe 
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fhe parcelled out into walks and fhrub- 
bcries, having a great bafon in the middle, 
into which Ihe poured a whole ftreani that 
turned two mills, and aETorded the be(t 
trout in the country. The bottom of the 
bafon, however, was fo ill fecurcd, that it 
would not hold the water which ftrained 
through the earth, and made a bog of the 
« hole plantation : in a word, the ground 
which formerly payed him one hundred 
and fifty pounds a year, "now ^coft him 
two hundred pounds a y^r to keep it 
in tolerable order, over and above'thc firft 
expence of trees, fiirubs, flowers, turf, 
and gravel. There-was not an inch of 
garden ground left about the houfe, nor 
a tree that produced fruit of any ^kind j 
nor did he ratfe a trrifs of hay, or a biilhcl 
of oatsfor his horfcs, nor had he^ fingle 
cow to afford milk for his tea ; farlefs did 
he ever dream of feeding his own mutton, 
pigs, and poultry : every article of houfe- 
keepii^g, even the- moft inconfiderable, 
was brought fi'om the- next market town, 
at the diftance of five miles, and thiihtr 
they fent a courier every morning to fetch 
hot rolls for breakfaft. In ftiort, Baynard 
fairly owned that he fpent double his 
income, and thac in a few years he Ihould 
be obliged to fell his ctlate for the pay- 
ment 
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ment of his creditors. He faJd his wife 
had fuch delicate nerves, and fuch imbe- 
cillity of fpirit, that fhe could neitltcr 
bear remonllrance, be ic ever fo gentle, 
nor praftife any fchcme of rctrcnchnient, 
even if ftie perceived the neceflity of fuch 
a meafurr. He had therefore ceafed 
ftru^Iing againft the ibrcam, and endea- 
voured to reconcile himfelf to ruin, by 
receding that his child at leaft» would 
inherit hii mother's fortune, which was fe- 
cured to him by the contra^ of marriage. 
The detail which he gave me of his 
affairs, filled me at once with grief and 
indignation. I inveighed bitterly againfl; 
the indifcretion of his wiie, and reproach- 
ed him with his unmanly acquietcence un- 
der the abfurd tyranny which Ihe exerted. 
I exhorted him to recollect hii rcfolutido* 
and Biake one e0e£tual cSbrt to difcngage 
himfetf from a thr;^om, equally fliatne* 
ful and petcicious. I offered him all the 
alCftance in my power. I undercook to 
regulate his affairs, and even to bring 
about a reformation in his family, if he 
would only authorife me to execute the 
plan I Ihould form for his advantage. I 
was fo alFetfted by the fubjcft, that I could 
not help mingling tears with my remon- 
itraaces, and Baynard was fo penetrated 
with 
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with thefe marks of my affcdion, thai he 
loft all power of utterance. He preffed 
me to his breaft with great emotion, and 
wept in filence. Ac length he excUiined, 
•* Friendlhip is undoubtedly the moft 
'* precious balm of life 1 Your words, 
•* dear Bramble, have in a great tneafurc 
*' recalled me from an abyf; of defpon- 
*' deuce, in which I have been long over- 
" wheliaed — I will, upon honour, make 
*' you acquainted with a diftin£l flate of 
*' my aflurs, and, as far ai 1 am able to 
" go, will foUcpM the courfe you prefcribe. 
** But there are certain lengths which my 
" iMiure— — The truth is, there arc ten- 
** der connexions, of which a bachelor 
** has no idea— Shall I own my weaknefs ? 
*^ I cannot bear the thought) of making 
•* that woman uneafy — " ** And yet, 
** (cried I) (he haa feen you unhappy foir 
*• a feries of years — unhappy from her 
** mifcondu£t, witbouc «ver fiiewing th» 
" leaft inclination to alleviate your dif- 
«» trcfs-— " " Ncverthelcfs ffaid he) I atn 
•• pwfuaded (he loves mc with the moft 
** warm aiFedion v buc thefe are incon- 
** gruities in the compofttion of the hu- 
** man mind which I hold to be inexpli- 
*' cable," 

I wai 
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I was Qiocked at his infatuation, and 
changed the fubjeft, after we-had agreed 
to maintain a clofe corrcfpondence for the 
future — He then gave me to underftand, 
that he had two neighbours, who, like 
himfclf, were driven by their wives at full 
fpeed, in the high road to bankruptcy 
and ruin. All the three hofbands were 
of difpofitions very different from each 
other, and, according to this variation, 
their conforts. were admirably fuited to 
the purpofe of keeping them all three in 
fubjeftion. The views of the ladies were 
exadtly the fame. They vied in grandeur, 
that is, in oftentation, with the wife of Sir 
Charles Chickwell, who had four dmes 
their fortune ; and flie again piqued her- 
felf upon making an equal figure with a; 
neighbouring pccrefs, whofe revenue tre- 
bled her own. Here then was the fable of 
the fro^and the ox, realized in four dlfie- 
rent inftances within the fame county : one 
large fortune, and three-moderate eftates, 
in afairwayof being burft by the infla- 
tion of female vanity ; and in three of 
thefe inftanccs, three different, forms of 
female tyranny were cxercifed. Mr. Bay- 
nard was fubjugatcd by praflifing upon 
the tendernefs of his nature. Mr. Milk- 
fan, being of a timorous difpofition, 
truckled 
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truckled to the infolence of a termagant. 
Mr, Sowerby, who was of a temper nei- 
ther to be moved by fits, nor driven by 
menaces, had the fortune to be fitted with 
a helpmate, who a0ailed him with the 
weapons of irony and fatire ; fometimes 
fneering in the way of compliment; Ibmc- 
ttmes throwing out farcaftic comparifons, 
implying reproaches upon his want of 
tafte, fpirit, and generofity : by which 
means (he ftimulatcd his palTions from one 
ait of extravagance to another, juft as the 
circumftances of her vanity required. 

All ihefe three ladies have at this time 
the fatne number of horfes, carriages, and 
fervants in and out of livery ■, the fame 
variety of drefs i the fame quantity of 
plate and china ; the like ornaments in 
furniture } and in their entertainments 
they endeavour to exceed one another in 
the variety, delicacy, and expence of their 
.difties. 1 believe it will be found upon 
enquiry, that nineteen out of twenty, who 
are ruined by extravagance, fall a facrifice 
to the ridiculous pride and vanity of filly 
women, whofe parts are held in contempt 
by the very men whom they pillage and 
enflave. Thank heaven, Dick, that among, 
all the follies and weakneiTes of human 
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nature, I have not yec ^en into that of 
fliatrimony. 

After Baynard and I had difirulTed all 
thefe matters at Icifure, we returned to- 
wards the houfe, and met Jery with our 
two women, who had come forth to take 
the air, as the lady of the manfion had 
not yet made her appearance. In (Hon, 
Mrs. Baynard did not produce herfelf, till - 
about a quarter of an hour before dinner 
was upon the table. Then her hulband 
brought her into the parlour, accompa- 
nied by her aunt and fon, and fiie receiv- 
ed us with a coldnels of referve fuflicient 
to freeze -the very foul of hofpiiality. 
Though Ihe knew I had been the intimate 
friend of her hufl>and, and had often feen 
me with him in London, fhe (hewed no 
marks of reoocnition or regard, when 1 
addrefied myfcTf to her in the moft friend- 
ly terms of lalutation. She did noteven 
cxprefs the common .complement of, lam 
glad to Jie yeu i or, / bepe you have a^eyti 
your beatlb fince we bad the pleafure of fee- 
ingyeu ; or fome fuch words of courfe : 
nor did Ihe once open her mouth in the 
way of welcome to lay lifter and my niece: 
but fat in filence like a flatue, with an 
afpeft of injenfibility. Her aunt, the 
model upon which Ihe had been formed. 
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was indeed the very eflence of infipid for- 
mality: but the boy was very pert and 
impudent, and prated without ceafing. 

At dinner, the lady maintained the 
fame ungracious indifference, never fpeak- 
ing but in whifpers to her aunt ; and as 
to the' repaft, it was made up of a parcel 
of kickQiaws, contrived by a French 
cook, without one fubftantial article 
adapted to the fatisfaftion of an Engltfli 
appetite. The pottage was little better 
than bread foaked in difhwalhings, luke- 
warm. The ragouts looked as if they 
had been once eaten and half dige[l;ed : 
the fricaflccs were involved in a nafty yel- 
. low poultice; and the rotis were fcorched 
and ftinking, for the honour of the fu- 
met. The defert confifted of faded fruit 
and iced froth,a good emblem of our land- 
lady's charafter j the table-beer was four, 
the water foul, and the wine vapid ; but 
there was a parade of plate and china, and 
a powdered lacquey ftood behind every 
chair, except thofe of the mafter and 
miftrefs of the houfe, who were ferved by 
two valets drefled like gentlemen. We 
dined in a large old Gothic parlour, which 
was formerly the hall. It was now paved 
with marble, and, notwithftanding the 
fire, which had been kindled about an 
hour. 
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hour, {truck me with fuch a cliilllenfa- 
tion, ihac when 1 entered it the teetti 
chattered in my jaws — In fliori, every 
thing was cold, comfortlefs, and-difguit- 
ing, except the looks of my friend Bay- 
nard, which declared the warmth of his 
affedlion and humanity. 

After dinner we withdrew into another 
apartment, where the boy began to- be 
impertinently troublefome, to my niece 
Liiddy. He wanted a play-fellow,, for- 
footh ; and would have romped with her, 
■liad Ihe encouraged his advances — He was 
even fo impudent as to fnatch a kifs,- af 
which the changed countenance, and 
feemed uneafy -, and though his father 
checked him for the rudenefs of his be- 
haviour, he became fo outrageous as to 
thrud his hand in her bofom : an infult to 
which Ihe did not tamely fubmit, .though 
one of the mildefl: creaHires upon earth. 
Her eyes fparkling with refentmcnt, (he 
(tarted up, and lent him fuch a box in 
the ear, as fcnt him ftaggcring to the other 
fide of the room. 

*' MifsMelfoid, (cried his father) you 
*' have treated him with the utmoft 
" propriety — I am only forry that the 
•' impertinence of any child of mine 
*' ibould have occafioncd this exertion of 
your 
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** your fpirit, which I cannot but applaud 
" and admire." His wife was fo far 
from aflenting to the candour of his apo- 
logy, that fhe rofe from table, and, taking 
her fon by the Jaand, " Come, child, 
" (faid rtie) your father cannot abide 
*' you." So laying, flie recited with this 
hopeful youth, and was followed by her 
gouvernante : but neither the one nor the 
other deigned to take the leaft notice of 
the company. 

Baynard was exceedingly difconcerted ; 
but I perceived his uneatinefs was tinctur- 
ed with refentmenr, and derived a good 
omen from this dilcovery. 1 ordered the 
borfes to be put to the carriage, and, 
though he made fome efforts to detain us 
all night, I inlifted upon leaving the houfe 
immediately j but, before I went away, I 
took an opportunity of fpeaking to him 
again in private. I faidevcry thing 1 could 
recoiled;, to animate his endeavours in 
ihaking off thofe Ihameful trammels. I 
made no fcruple to declare, that his wife 
was unworthy of that tender complaifance 
which he had Ihewn for her foibles : that 
fhe was dead to all the genuine lentiments 
of conjugal aJFeiftion ; infenfible of her 
own honour and intereft, and fecmingly 
deftitutc of common fenfc and refledion. 

Vol. III. H I 
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I conjured him to remember what he 
owed to his father's boufr, to his own re- 
putation, and to his family, including even 
this onrcafonablc woman hcrfclf, who was 
driving on blindly to hcrown dfftruclion. 
I advil'ed him to form a plan for retrench- 
ing fupcrflnous expcnce, and try to con- 
vince the aunt of the neceffity for fuch a 
reformation, that Ihe might gradually pre- 
pare her niece for its execution ; and I 
exhorted him to turn that difagreeable 
piece of formality out of the houfe, if he 
fhould find her avcrfe to his propofal. 

Here he interrupted me with a figb, ob- 
ferving that fuch a ftep would undoubted- 
ly be fatal to Mrs. Baynard — " I fhai.l 
" lofe ail patience, (cried 1^ to hear you 
*' talk fo weakly — Mrs. Baynard*s fits 
*' will never hurt her conftilution; I 
" believe in my confcience they arc all 
•' affefted ; I am furc Ihe has no feeling 
" for your diftreffesi and, when you are 
•' ruined, (he will appear to have nofeel- 
•' ing for her own." Finally, I took his 
word and honour, that he would make an 
effort, fuch as I had advifed i that he 
would form a plan of ceconomy, and, if 
he found it imprafticable without my af- 
iiftance, he would come to Bath in the 
winter, where I promifcd to give him the 
meeting. 



HMOyGOOt^le 



HUMPHRY CLINKER. 147 

BWeting, and contribute all in my power 
to the retrieval of his affairs — With this 
mutual engagement we parted j and 1 Ihall 
think myfclt fuprcmely happy, if, by my 
means, a worthy ttian, whom I love and 
eftecm, can be favcd from mifery, difgrace, 
and defpair. 

I have only one friend more to vifit in 
this part of the country, but he is of a 
complexion very different from that of 
Baynard. You have heard me mentioa 
Sir Thomas Bullford, whom I knew in Ita- 
ly. He is now become a country gentle- 
man; but, being difabled by the gouc 
from enjoying any amufement abroad, he 
Cfltertains himfElf within doors, by keep- 
ing open houfe for all comers, and play- 
ing upon the oddities and humours of his 
company : but he himfclf is generally the 
grcateft original at his table. He is very 
good-humoured, talks much} and laughs 
without ceasing. I am told that all the 
ufe he makes of his underftanding at pre- 
fent, is to excite mirth, by exhibiting his 
guefb in ludicrous attitudes. I know not 
how far we may furnifh him with enter- 
tainment of this kind, but I am refolv- 
cd to beat up his qujtrters, partly with a 
View to laugh with the knight himfelf, 
«Rd partly to pay my refpcfts to his lady, 
H 2 a 
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agood-naturcdfcnfiblewoman.withwhom' 
helivcsuponvcry cafy terms, although Ihe 
has not had the good fortune to bring hitn 
an heir to his efiate. 

And now, dear Dick, I mufl; tell you 
for your comfort, that you are the only- 
man upon earth to whom I would pre- 
fume to fend fuch a long-winded epiltle, 
which I could not find in my heart to cur- 
tail, bccaufe the fubjeift intercfted the 
warmcft palTions of my heart j neither 
will I make any other apology to a cor- 
refpondcnt who has been fo long accuf- 
tomed to the impertinence of 

Sept. %»■ Matt. Bkahble: 
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To Sir Watkin Phillips, Bar. at 
Oxon. 



DEAK KNIGHT, 

I BELIEVE, there is fometiiing mif- 
chievioQs in my difpoficion, for nothing 
diverts me fo much as to fee certain cha- 

lafters tormented with falfe terrors. 

We Jaft night lodged at the houfe of fir 
'Thomas BuUford, an old friend of my 
uncle, a jolly fellow, of moderate intel- 
lects, who, in fpite of the gout, which 
bath lamed bim, is refolved to be merry 
to the Tail; and mirth he has 3 particular 
knack in extra£ltng from his guefts, let 
their humour be never fo cauftic or refrac- 
tory. — Befides our company, there was in 
the houfc a fat. headed juftice of the peace, 
called Frogmore, and a country prac- 
titioner in forgery, who fcemed to be our 
landlord's chief companion and confi- 
dant. — We found the knight fitting on;a 
couch, with his crutches by his fide, and 
Ills feec fupported on cufluons ^ but be 
H 3 re- 
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received us with a hearty welcome, ^^ftd 
ftemed greatly rejoiced at our arrival.^ 
After tea, we were entertained with a re*- 
nata on the harpfichord by lady Bullford, 
who Tung and played to admiration ; ^uc 
"fir Thomas feemed to be a little afirtinc 
in the article of ears, though he afitfted 
to be in .raptures, and begged his wife to 
favour us with an arietta of her own eom- 
pofing. — This arietta^ however, fhe no 
fooner began to perform, than he ind 
the jul^ice fell aCeep ; but the fno- 
menc ihe ceafed playing^ the knigbc 
waked fnorting, and exclaimed, ** O 
" iora ! what d'ye think, gentlemen? 
" Will you talk any more of your Pargtt- 
« lefi and your Gorelli ?"~At the faMic 
titnc, he thrull his tongue in one chedtt, 
and leered with one eye at thedoflor arid 
m?, who fat on his left hand. — He cqit- - 
eluded the pancomimewith a load Uuglla 
which he could command at all times ex- 
tempore. — Notwithftanding his dtjorder, 
he did not do penance at fuppcr, nordid 
he ever refofe his glafs when the toaft 
, went round, but rather encouraged a 
quick circulation, both by precept and 
example. 

1 foon perceived the doftor had made 

himlcU" very ncct0kry to the baronet.— 

He 
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He was the whetftone of his wit, the butt 
of his fatirc, and his operator in certain 
experiments of humour, which were oc- 
callonally tried upon ftrangers. — Juftice 
frogmore was an excellent fubjcit tor this 
fpecies of philofophy ; fleck and corpu- 
lent, folemn and fhallow, he had Itudied 
Burn with uncommon application, but 
he ftudied nothing To much as the art of 
living (that is, eating) well. — This fat 
. buck had often afforded good fport to our 
Jandlord ; and he was frequently flartcd 
wiih tolerable fucccfs, in the courfe of 
ihis evening} but the baronet's appetite 
for ridicule feemed to be chiefly excited 
by the appearance, addrefs, and conver- 
iation of Lifmahago, whom he attempted 
.in all the different modes of expoGtion ; 
but he put me in mind of a contcft that 
J once law betwixt a young hound and an 
oki hedge-hog — The dog turned him over 
and over, and bounced, and barked, and 
mumbled; but as often as he attemptecl 
to bite, he felt a prickle in hisjaws, and 
recoiled in manifeft confufion : — The 
captain, when left to himfcif, will not 
fail to turn his ludicrous fide to the com- 
pany, but if any man attempts to force 
him into that attitude, he becomes flubr 
H 4 born 
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born as a mulci and unmanageable as aft 
elephant unbroke. 

Divers tolerable jokes were cracked 
upon the juftice, who ate a moft uncon- 
fcionable fupper, and, among other 
things^ a large plate of broiled mufti- 
rooms, which he had no fooner (wallowed 
than the dodor obferved, with great gra- 
vity, that they were of the kind called 
cbatitpigmns, which in fome conltitutions 
had a poifonous eflfeft. — Mr, Frogmore, 
llartled at this remark, aiked, in fomt 
confufion, why he had not been lb kind 
as to give him that notice fooner.— He 
anfwered, that he took it for granted, by 
his eating them fo heartily, that he was 
uffd to the ditbi but as he feenied to be 
Under fome apprehenffon, he prefcribed 
a bumper of plague water, which the 
jiiftice drank off immediaccly, and retired 
to reft, not without marks of terror 
and dilqtiiet. 

At midnight we were (hewn to our 
dilTerenc ch^imbcrs, and in half an hoilr, 
] was faft ailecp in bed j but about three 
o'clock in the morning I was waked with 
a difmal cry of Fire! and (tarting up, ran 
to the window in my Ihirt. — The night 
was daik and ftormy ; and a number of 
' people 
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^ople balf-dre/Ted ran backwards and 
tbrwards thro'ihe court-yard, with links 
and lanthorns, recmingly in the utmoft 
hurry and trepidation. — Slipping on my 
eloaths in a twinkling, I ran down ftairs* 
and, upon inquiry, found the 6re was 
.conBned to a back-ftair, which led to a 
deuched apartment where Lifmahago 

lay. By this time, the lieutenant was 

alarmed by bawling at his window, which 
was in thefecond ftory, but he could noc 
£nd bis eloaths in the dark, and his room- 
door waS' locked on the outlide. The 

f«Fvants called to him, that the boufe had- 
i»een nobbed ; that,, without all doubts- 
Che villains had taken, away his deaths,. 
£aftened the door, andfet the houfc on 
fire, for the ftair-cafc was in flames. — In 
fhisdilemma the poor lieu ten ant ran about 
the room naked like a-fquirrel in a cage, 
popping out his head at the window bc" 
twcen whiles, and: imploring afriflance.— 
At length, the knighc in perfbn was 
brought our in his chair, attended by mj 
uocic and all the family, including our 
aunt Tabithai who fcrcamed, and oricdv 
and tore her hair, as if (he had been dif^- 
Irafted.— -Sir Thomas had already ordered* 
bis people to bring a long ladder^ which- 
was applied to the captun'i window, and' 
H. 5, now 
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-now he exortcd him earneftiy to dHbendi 
— There was no need of much rhetorie 
to perfuadc Lifinahago, who forthwKh 
made his exit by the window, roaring aH 
fhc time to the people below to hold £a,& 
the ladder, 

Notwiihftanding the gravity of the 
occafion, it was impoflible to behold this 
fccne without being fcized with an incli- 
nation to laugh. The rueful afpeft of 
the lieutenant in his Ihirc, with a quiked 
night cap fattened under his chin, and 
his long Unk limbs and pofteriors cxt 
pofed to the wind, made a very pic* 
lurefquc appearance, when illumined by 
the links and torches which the iervants 
held up to light him in hre defccm. — AH 
the company ttood round the ladder, exr 
cept the knight, who fat in bis chair, ex- 
claiming from time to time, " Lord have 
*' mercy upon us ! — fave the gentleman'* 
*' life ! — mind your footing, dear c,3p- 
" tain ! — foftly !— ttand faft ! — elafp the 
*' ladder with both hands! — there t— 
•' well done, my dear boy ! — O bravo-! — 
*' an old fyidier for ever I — bring a blan* 

*' kec bring a warm blanket to com- 

■" fort his poor carcafe warm the bed 

** in the green room give me your 

" hand, dear captain— I'm rejoiced to fee 
*' thee fafc and fo^nd with all my heart.'* 
Lif- 
7 
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J^ifmahago was rcceivecj at the foot of 
the ladder by his innamorata, wJiO ihaicli- 
ing a blanket from one of i!ie maids, 
^trapped it about his body j two men-fcr- 
van[s took him under the atms, and a 
female conducted him to the green room, 
flill acconipanied by Mrs. Tabicha, who 
faw him fairly put to bed. — During this 
whole tranfadtion, he fpoke not a fyllable, 
but looked exceeding grim, fometimes ai 
one, fometimes at another of ihc fpefta- 
tors, who now adjourned in a body to the 
parlour where we had Topped, every 
one furveying another with marks of 
aflonilhment and curioHty. 

The knight being feated in an eafy 
chair, feized my uncle by the hand, and 
burfting into a long and loud laugh,' 
.** Matt, (cried he) crown me with oak, or 
" ivy, or laurel, or parfley, or what yoy 
" will, andacknowledgc thisto bea««yf 
•' de m^iire in the way of waggery — ha, 
*' ha, ha ! — Such a camifuata, fcagliata, 
" beffata ! — O, cbt raba I — O, what a 

•* fulyeft ! O, what caricatura ! — O, 

** for aRofa, aRem&randt, a SchalkenJ 
** — Zooks, I'll give a hundred guineas 

« to have it painted ! what a fine dcr 

•* fcent from the crofs, or afcent to th? 

•' gallows ! — what lights and Ihadows ! — 

;* whatagroupc below!— whatexprefljoo 

H 6 '" above I 
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•■• above f — what an afpcft ! — did yo» 
*' mind tlie afpcft ? — ha, iia, ha ! — and 
*• the limbs, and the mulcles — every 

*' toe denoted terror! — ha, ha, ha! 

" then the blanket! — O, what cofiame F 
" St. Andrew! St. Lazarus! St. Barra- 
** b.i3 ! — ha, ha, ha !*' " After all then, 
" (cried Mr. Bramble very gravely) thi» 
*' was no more than a falfe alarm — We 
•• have been frightened out of our beds; 
** and almoft out of our fenfcs, for the 
** joke's fake." '* Ay, and fuch a jokct 
•* (criedour landlord) fuclr a farce t fuch. 
•* a dencuzmtni .' fuch a eatafirvphi !" 

-*' Have a little patience (repHcd onr 
•* Tquire) ; viz are not yet come to ibt- 
•* taiafirofbe j and pray God it may not 
" turn out a tragedy mftead of a tarCe. 

*' The captain is one of thofc fatur- 

•* nine fubjeds, who have no idea of hu- 
" mour. — He never laughs in his own 
*' pcrfon y nor can he bear that other 
" people fhould'langh at his expertcc — 
« Befidcs, if the fubjcft had been properly 
•' clicfcn, the joke was too feverc in ail 
** conlcience." " 'Sdcath !' (tried the 
•• knight) I CDuH not have bated him an- 
" ace had he been my own father ; and^ 
*' as for the fubjedH fuch another docs 
" not ppefent itfcif oncem hatf a ceniu- 
•* ry." Here Mrs. Tabitha intcrpofingi. 
ami- 

D.al.f.-:i5vCiOOt^[c 
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ami bridling up, declared, (lie did noc 
fee that Mp. Lifmahago was a fitter 
ibbjcA for ridicule than the knight him- 
fcif J and that fliewas very much afraid,, 
he would very Toon find he had millake)» 
his man. The baronet was a good- 
deal difconccrtcd by this intimation, fay- 
ing, that he ntuft be a Goth and a barba- 
rian, if he did not enter into the fpirit of 
fuch a happy and humorous contrivancei- 
— He begged, however, that Mr. Branp- 
hit and his fifter would bring him to rea<- 
-fbn J and this requeft was reinforced by 
tady Bullford, who did not fail to readi 
the baronet a ledure upon his indifcretioir,. 
which Ie«3ure he received with fubmiffion' 
■©n one fide of his £ace^ and a leer upon^ 
'fhe other. 

We now went to bed fbr the fecond. 
time i and before 1- got up, my uncle hadi 
vifited Lifmahago in the green room, andi 
Tlfed fuch arguments vijih bint, that when^ 
we met in the parioar he feemed to be 
quite appcafcd. — He received the knight's, 
apology with a good grace, andevcn pro^ 
firffed himfrlf pleafcd at findmg he had 
contributed tQ. the diverdon of the conr- 

■pany. Sir THomas Ihook him by the 

hand, laughing heartily; and thendefired 
a pinch, oi fmifii in. token of perfi: A re>- 
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conciliation — ^T^ie lieutenant, putting his 
hand in his vvaiftcoit pockec, pulled out, 
inftead of his own Scotch mull, a very 
Bne gold inufF box, which he no fopner 
perceived than he laid, " Here is a fniall 
*' rniftakc." " No niiftake at-all (cried 
** the baronet) : a fair exchange is no 
•' robbery. — Oblige me fo far, captain, 
^' as to lei me keep your mull as a 
*' memorial." *' .Sir, (faid the lieutc-r 
" nant) the mull is much at your fervice; 
*' but this machine I can by no tneai)^' 
" retain. — It looks like compounding a 
" fort of felony in the code or honour.-^ 
•' Befides, 1 don't know but there may 
■" be another joke in this conveyance j. 
** and I don't find myfelf difpofed to be 

" brought upon the ftage agaiti. -( 

•' won't prefume to make free with your 
" pockets, but I beg you will put it up> 

*' again with your own hand." So 

iaying, with a certain aufterity of af- 
ped, he prefentcd the fnuff-box to the 
knight, who received it in fome confu- 
£on, and reftored the mull, which he- 
would by no means keep, except on the 
.terms of exchange. 

This tranfaftion was like to give a> 

grave call to the converfation, when my 

uncle took notice that Mr. Juflke Frog.- 

I ' inbre 
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more had not made his appearance either 
at the night-alarm, or now at the generdt 
rendezvous. The baronet hearing Frog- 
more mentioned, '* Odfo ! (cried he) f 
•' had forgot the juftice. — Pr'ythee, doc- 
*' tor, go and bring him out of his kcir^ 
*« nel." — Then laughing till his fides were 
Well ftiaken, he faid he would Ihcw the 
taptain. that be was not the only perfon 
of the drama exhibited fortbe entertain- 
ment of the company. As to the night- 
fccne, it could not affeft the juftice, wln> 
had been purpofdy lodged in the farther 
cndof thehoofe, remote from the noife; 
and lolled with a dofe of opium into thfr 
bargftin. In a few minutes, Mr. Jufti(^6 
was led into the parlour in his night-ca}} 
and looie morning gown, rolling his head 
from fide to fide, and groaning pitcoudy alt 
the way. — *' Jefu I neighbourFrogmorf, 
^* (exclaimed the baronet) what is the 
■" matter ? — you look as if you was not * 

** man for this world. Set him dowft 

** foftly on the couch poor gentlc- 

■** man I— Lord have mercy upon us!— ^ 
** What makes him fo pale, and yellow, 
" and bloaied ?" "Oh, fir Thomast 
•' (cried the juftice) I dtwbt *tb all ovet 

-•' with me Jhofe muftirooms I eat at 

« your table have. doftc'fliybufincfi—^ 
•' ah! 
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** ah ! ch ! hey !" " Now the Lord* 
*• forbid ! (faid the other): — what f man, 
•* have a good hearts — How does iky fto- 
•• mach fccl ?— hah ?" 

To tbi^ intenogation he made no re* 
p]y, but throwing afide his night gownj- 
difcoverrd tltac his waidcoat would noi 
meet upon his belly by five good inches at 
leaft. *' Heaven protefl us all! (cried Or 
•* Thomas) — what a. melancholy fpcfta- 
" cle ! — never did I- fee a man fo fudden-' 
»• iy fwelicd, but when, he was either jtift- 

•* dead, orjuft dying. Doctsr, caa'ft' 

** thou do' nothing for this poorobjed i'-] 
•* I don't think the cafe isqpiec defperf^e, 
** (faid the furgeon), but I would ftdviTftf 
** Mr^ Frogmore to fettle his affairs withi 
" all cxpcditient the parfon may.conw; 
-* and pray by him, while I prepare a- 
**. glyfter and an emetic draught."' The- 
juftice, roiling his languid eyes, ejaculated; 
.with great fervency^ " Lord,- haw mercy 
** upon us ! Chrift, bave merc^ . upoR> 

« us!'' Th«i he begged the fur* 

geon, in thenameof God» to difpatch — 
** As formy worldly affairsy (laid he)* 
♦* they arc all fettled but one mortgagCi 
** which muft be left to my> heirs-— but 
** my poor foul I my poor foul! what. 
**- wilLfaccome of my pooFfoul ?— mifei«>- 
' ; " ablor 
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** able finncr that I am !" " Niy; 
'* pr*ythec, my dear boy, compofe thy- 
"■ ftlf (refomed the knight)^ c<»ilider the 
** mercy of heaven is infinite ^ thou can'ft 
" not have any fins of a very "deep dye 
" on thy ccmfcience, or the devil's in't." 
*V Name not the devil (exclaimed the ter- 
•' rificd Frogmore), I have more fins to 
" anfwer for than the world dreams of.— 
" Ah! friend, I have been (]y_fly— 
'* damn'd fly I ——Send for the paKba 
". without lofs of time, and put me to 
•• bed, for I am polling to eternity." — * 
He was accordingly raifed from the couch, 
aKd fupported by two fervants, who led 
him back to his room; but before he 
t|uitfcd the parlour, he intrcated the good 
Company to aflift him with their prayers; 
—He added, '* Take warning by me^ who 
** am fuddenly cue off in my prime, like 
*' a flower of the field ; and God forgive 
" you, fir Thomas, for fufiering loch 
'* poifonous trafh to be eaten at your 
" table." 

He was no fooncr removed out of hear- 
ing, than the baronet abandoned himfcif 
to a violent fit of laughing, in which he 
was joined by the greaieft part of the 
company ; but we could hardly prevent 
the 
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^e good lady from going to undeceive 
the patient, by difcoverihg, that while he 
flept his waiftcoat had bern Uraitened by 
the contrivance of the furg^on ; and chat 
the diforder in his florrach and bowels 
was occafloned by fonic antitnonia) winc^ 
which he had taken over nighty under the 

denomination of plague-water. She 

4eemed to think that his apprehenficia 
■might- put an end to his life ; the knight 
iwore he: wa$ no fuch chicken, but >ft 
tough old rogue^ that would live long 
enough to pli^ue all his neighbours.-^ 
Upon enquiry, we found his chara£l:er did 
not intitle him to much compaffion or re- 
fpe£t, and therefore we let our landlord^ 
humour take its courfe. — A glyftcf wa« 
actually adminiftered by an old woman of 
the family, who had been fir Thomas's 
nurfe, and the patient took a draught 
made with oicymel of fquills to fornsrct 
the operation of the antimonial wine* 
-which had been retarded by the opiate of 
the preceding ni^ht. He was viGted by 
the vicar, who read prayers, and began to 
take an account of the flate of his Ibul, 
when ihofc medicines produced their ef- 
fect ; fo that the parlbn was obliged to 
hold his nofc while he poured forih i'pi- 
riiual 
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ritual' confoUtion from his mouth. The 
fame expedient was uled by the knighc 
Mid me, who, with the doAor, entered 
the chamber at this jun6ture, and found 
Frogmore enthroned on an eaOng-chair* 
under the preOurc of a double evacuation^ 
The (hort intervals betwixt cwery heave 
be employed in crying for mercy, confef*- 
Jtng- his. fins, or alking the vicar's opinion 
of his cafe ; and the vicar anfwered, in a 
^l«mn fnufflingtone, that heightened the 
ridii'ule of the fcene. The emetic having 
done its office, the doctor interfered, and 
ordered the patient to be put in bed again. 
'When he Dxatnined the t^ifia, and felt his 
■puifc, he declared that much of the vinU 
•was difcharged, and, giving him a compa- 
'liog draught, aflured htm he had good 
.hopes of his recovery. — This welcome 
-faint he received with the tears ofjoy in hts 
eyes, proteftjng, thatif he Ihouki recover, 
he would always think himfelf indebted 
:for his life' to the great (kill and ten- 
dernefs of his doftor, whofe hand he 
Iqueezed with great fervor ; and thus he 
was left to his repofc. 

We were prcfled to ftay dinner, that 

we might be witnefles of his refufcita- 

tion I but my uncle inllded upon our 

dc- 



,., Google 



x64 Th£ EXPEDITION OP 

departing before aoon, that we might 
rnch this town before it Oiould be dark. 
•^In the mean time, lady Bullford con« 
ducted us into the garden to fee a fifh- 
pond juft finithed, which Mr. Bramble 
cenfurcd as being too near the parloar, 
where the knight now fat by himfelf, 
dozing in an elbow-chair after the fa.- 
tigues of his morning atchievement.-— — 
.In this iituation he reclined, with his 
feet wrapped in fiannel, and fupporte^ 
in' a line with his body, when, the door 
flying open with a violent Qiock, Jieiv 
tenant Lifmahago rulhed into the rooqi 
with honor in his kroks, eKcIaiming, 
** A mad dc^ I a mad dog \" and 
throwing up the window falh, leaped 
into thegaideo.— Sir ThomaSi waked by 
this tremendous exclamalioa, ftarted up, 
and forgetting his gout, followed the 
iieutenant'^s example by a kind of inftine- 
tive ixnpulfe.— He not only bolted thro' 
the window like an arrow from a bow> 
but ran up to his middle in the pond be- 
fore he gave the leafl: Ggn of recolle^ion. 
Then the captain began to bawl, " Lord^ 
*' have mercy upon us I — pray, take care 
•* of the gentleman ! — for God's fake, 
**■ mind your footing, my dear boy !-:- 
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•* get warm blankets— comfort his poof 
•* carcafe — warm the bed in the green 
■•' room." 

- Ladjr BuUford was thunder- flruck at 
this phaenomrnon, and the reft of the 
company gazed tn filenc aflonilhmenr, 
while the fervants haftened to aflifl: their 
maftcr, who fufFcrcd himfclf to be carried 
back into the parlour without fpeaking a 

word, Being inftantly accommodated 

with dry clothes and flannels, comforted 
with a cordial, and replaced (»^j/a^H0, 
one of the maids was ordered to chafe his 
lower extremities, an operation in con- 
fequence of which his fenfes feemed to re- 
turn and his good humour to revive,— 
As we had followed him into the room, 
he looked at every individual in his turn, 
with a certain ludicrous exprefTion in his 
countenance, but fixed his eye in parti- 
cular upon Lifmahago, who presented 
him with a pinch of fnuff, and when he 
took it in filcnce, *' Sir Thomas Bullford, 
■' (faid he) I am much obliged to yo» 
*' for all your favours, and fomc of them 
*' I have endeavoured to repay in your 
" own coin" '* Give me thy hand 
" (cried the baronet) j thou haft indeed 
** payed me Scot and lot \ and even left a 
« ba- 
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*• balance in my hands, for which, ire 
•* prefence of this company, I promifc to 
** be accountable," — So faying, he laugh- 
td very heartily, and even feemcd to en- 
joy the retaliation which had been exafted 
at his own expencc ; but lady BuUford 
looked very grave ; and in all probabili- 
ty thought the lieutenant had carried bis 
rerentment too far, confidering that her 
hufband was valetudinary — but, accord- 
ing to the proverb, be that will play at 
bowls mujt expeli to meet with rubbers. 
I have feen a tame bear, very divert- 
' ing when properly managed, become a 
very dangerous wild beaft when teized 
for the entertainment of the fpeftators.-— 
As for Lifmahago, he fecmed to think 
the fright and the cold bath would have 
a good cfFcft upon -his patient's conftitu- 
tion ; but the doftor hinted fome appre- 
henfion that the gouty matter might, by 
fuch a fudden Hiock, be repelled from. the 
extremities and thrown upon fome of the 
more vital parts of the maclune.— I 
fhould be very fbrry to fee this prc^oftic 
verified upon our facetious landlord, who 
told Mrs. Tabitha at parting, that he 
hoped Ihe would remember him in the 
diftribution of the bride's favours, as he 
had 
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had taken fo mitch pains Eo put the cap- 
tain's parts and- ineiile to the proof. ■ 

After all, 1 am afraid our 'I'quire will ap- 
pear to be tlie greateft fufferer by the b> 
ronct's wit ; for liis conftitution is by no 
means calculated for night-alarms. — He 
has yawned and (hivered all day, and 
gone to bed withoitc fupper ; fo that, as 
we have got into good quarters, I iaia- 
gine we (hall make a halt to-morrow -, in 
whicli cafe,- you will have at lea{t one 
day's refpite from the perfecution of 

Oft- 3- J. MitFORD. 
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To Mrs. Mary Jones, at Bramble- 
' ton-haJt. 

DEAR MARY JOMES, 

MISS Liddy is fo good as to unclofc 
mc in a kiver as fur as Glofter, and the 
carrier will bring it to hand — God fend us 
all fafe to Monmouthfhtre, for I'm quite 
jaded with rambling — 'Tis a true faying, 
live and Uarn-^—O woman, what chuckling 
and changing have I feen ! — Well, there's 

nothing fartain in this world Who 

would have thought chat midrifs, after 
all the paiBs taken for the good of her 
pruGas (ble, would go for to throw away 
her poor body ? that flie would caft the 
hcys of infcdion upon fuch a carrying- 
crow as iyafhmihago ' as old as Mat- 
thewfullin, as dry as a red herring, and 
as pore as a ftarvcd veezcl — O, Molly I 
hadil thou feen him come down the lad< 
der, in a fhurt fo fcanty, that it could not 
kiver his nakednefs ! — The young 'fquire 
called him Dunquickfetj but he looked 
for 
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for all the world likeCradoc-ap Morgan, 
the ould tinker, that fufFered at Aber- 
gany for ftceling of kettle — Then lie's a 
profane fcuffle, and, as Mr. Clinker fays, 
no better than an impfiddle, continually 
playing upon the pyebill and the new- 
burth — I doubt he. has as little manners 
a* money J for he can't fay a civil word, 
much more make me a prefcnt of a pair 
of gloves for good-will ; but he looks as 
if he wanted to be very forewood and fa- 
miliar — O ! that ever a gentlewoman of 
years and difcretion fliould tare her air, 
and cry and difporridge herfelf for fuch 
a nubjack 1 as the fong goes— 

■" I vow flic would fain have a burd 
*' That bids fuch a price for an owl." 
but, for fartain, he muft have dealt with 
fome Scotch mufician to bring her to this 

pafs As for me, I put my truft in the 

Lord ; and I have got a (lice of witch 
elm fawed in the gathers of my under 
petticoat 1 and Mr. Clinker affures me, 
that by the new light of greafe, I may 
deify the devil and all his works — But I 
nofe what I nofe — If miftrifs fliould take 
up with Lalhmyhago, this is no farvice 
for me — Thank God, there's no want of 

f laces ; and if it wan't for wan thing, I 
Vol. ni. I would 
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■would but, no matter — Madam Bay- 

jiar's woman has twenty good pounds a- 
ycar and parquifitcs ; and dreHcs like a 

parfon of diftinkfon 1 dined vfkh her 

-and the valley de Ihatnbles, with bags 
and golden jackets ; but there was no* 
thing kimBctable to eat, being as hovr 
they live upon board, and having no- 
thing but a pifs of could cuddling tart 
and Tome blamangey, I was tuck wiih 
the cullick, and a murcy it was thatmif- 
trifs had her viol of alTings in -the cox. 

But, as I was faying, I think for far- 
tain this match will go forewood ; for 
things are come to a creefus ; and I have 
fcen with my own hays, fuch fmuggling 

But I fcorn for to exclofe the fecrets 

of the family ; and if it wance comes to 
marrying, who nofc but the froHck may 
go round — I believes as how, Mifs Lid- 
dy would have no reverfion if her fwan 
would appear ; and you woul,d be fur- 
prifcd, Molly, to receive a- bride's fever 
from your humble farvant — but this is 
all fuppofitory, dear girl ; and I have 
fuUenly promifed to Mr. Clinker, that 
neither man, woman, nor child, Ihall no 
that arrow faid a civil thing to me in the 
v/af of infedion — I hopes to drink your 
health" 
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health at Brambleton-hall, in a horn of 
O^obcr, before the month be out — Pray 
let my bed be turned once a-day, and the 
windore opened, while the weather is 
dry i and burn a few billets with feme 
brufli in the footman's garret, and fee 
their mattrafh be dry as a bone j for both 
our gentlemen have got a fad could by 
lying in damp fhics at fir Tummas Ball- 
fart's. No more at prefent, but my far- 
vice to Saul and the reft of our fcllow-far- 
vents, being, 

Dear Mary Jonts, 

always yours, 

o^y Win. Jenkins, 
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ToMifs Latitia Willis, at Glouccfter* 

MY DEAR LETTY, 

THIS method of writing to yoa from 
time to time^ without any hopes of an 
anfwer,' affords me, 1 own, fomceafeand 
fatisfaftion in the midll of my difquict, as 
it in fome degree lightens the burthen 
of affiiftion ; but it is at beft a very im- 
perfeft enjoyment of friendfhip, bccaufe 
jt admits qf no return of confidence and 
good counfel— rl would give the whole 
world to have your company for a Qngle 
day — I am heartily tired of this itinerant 
way of life — I am quite dizzy with a per- 
petual fucceffion of objefts — Befides it « 
impoffible to travel fuch a length of way, 
.Tvithout being expofed to inconveniences, 
dangers, and difagrceablc accidents, 
which prove very grievous to a poor crea- 
ture of weak nerves like me, and make 
me pay very dear for the gradfication of 
my curiofity. 

6 Nature 
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Naiure never intended me for the bufy 
world— —I long for repofc and folitudci 
where I can enjoy that dilintercfted friend- 
Ihip which is not to be found among 
crouds, and indulge thofc picafing reve- 
ries that fhun the hurry and tumult of 
falhionable focicty — Unexperienced aj 
I am in the commerce of life, I have feen 
enough to give me adifguft to the gene- 
rality of thofc who carry it on — There ii 
fuch cnalice, treachery, and dilTimuUcion, 
even among profefled, friends and inti- 
mate companions, as cannot fail to ftrike 
a virtuous mind with horror ; and when 
Vice quits the ftage for a moment, her 
place is immediately occupied by Folly, 
which is ofccQ too icrious to teciteanjr 
thing but companion — Perhaps I ought 
to be filent on the foibles of my poor 
aun[i but with you. my dear Willis, I 
have no fecrctsj and, truly, her wcak- 
nefles are fuch as cannot be concealed. 
Since the firft m.oment we arrived at Bath, 
fhe has been employed ,-aonftantly in- 
fpreading nets for the other fex ; and, at 
length, me has caught a fuperannuated 
lieutenant, who is in a fair way to make 
her change her name — My uncle and my 
brother feem to have no objctftion to this 
extraordinary match, which, I make no 
1 3 doubt, 

:.,„., ,,C.ooglc 
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doubt, will afford abundance of mattCT" 
of convcrfation and mirth ; for my parr, 
I am too fenfible of my own weaknelTes, 
to be diverted with thofe of other peo- 
ple At prefcnt, 1 have fomeching at 

lieart that employs my whole attention, 
and keeps my mind in the utniofl; terror 
and fufpence. 

Yeftcrday in the forenoon, as I ftood 
with my brother at the parlour window 
of an inn, where we had lodged, a per-, 
fon pafled a-horfeback, whom (gracious 
Heaven!) 1 inftantly difcovered to bfe 
Wilfon! He wort a white riding-coatj 
with the cape buttoned up to his chtn;: 
looked remarkably pale, and palfed at a- 
round trot, without feeming to obfcrvc. 

us Indeed, he could not fee us; for 

there was a blind that concealed us from. 
the view. You may guefs how I was af- 
fected at this apparition — The light for- 
fook my eyes ; and I was feized with foch 
a palpitation and trembling, that I could 
iKJt ftand, I fat down upon a couch, and 
flrove to compole myfelf, that my bro- 
ther might not perceive my agitations 
but it was impoffible to efcape his prying 
eyes — He had obferved the objeft that 
alarmed me ; and, doubtlefs, knew him 
at the firft glance— He now looked at me 
with 
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whh a ftcrn countenance; then he ran 
oQt into the ftreet, to fee what road the 
UBfortunate horfeman had taken — He af- 
terwards difpatched his man for further 
intelligence, and feemed to meditate ibmt,- 
violent defign. My uncle, being out of 
wdcr, we remained another night at the 
mn ; and all day long Jery adled the pare 
of an indefatigable fpy upon my conduct 
—He watched my very looks with fuch 
cagcrnefs of attention, as if he would 
have penetrated into the utmofl recefles 
Gf my heart — ^This may be owing to hi» 
regard for my honour, if it is not theef- 
^& of his own pride; but he is fo hor,~ 
and violent, and unrelenting, that the 
fight of him alone throws me into a flut- 
ter} and really it will not be in my 
power to afford him any Ihare of my af- 
fcftion, if he perfifts in perfecuitng meat 
this rate. I am afraid he has formed 
fomc fcheme of vengeance, which will 
make me completely wretched ! I am a- 
fraid he fufpefts fomc collufion from' 

this appearance of Witfon. Good 

God ! did he really appear ? or was it- 
only a phantom, a pdle fpe^e to apprife 
me of his death? 

OLetty, what (hall 1 do ?— where ftlall- 

I turn for advice and confolation ?— Ihall- 

I 4 1 im- 
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I implore the protedioo of my uncle, 
who has been always kind and compaf- 
fionace. — This muft be my laft refourcc. 
—I dread the thoughts of making him 
uneafy^ and would rather fufier a thou- 
land deaths than live the caule of diflen- 
fion in the family. — I cannot perceive the 
meaning of Wilfon's. coming hither: — 
perhaps, he was in qucft of us, in order 
to difclole his real name and fituation :-■- 
but wherefore pafs without flaying to 
make the leaft inquiry? — My dear Wil- 
lis, I am loft in conjeiflurc.— I have not' 
cioicd an eye fincc I faw him. — AU night 
long have I been tofied. about from one 
imagination to another.— The refieflion 
finds no refting place. — I have prayed,. 

and Hghed, and wept plentifully. If 

this terrible fufpcncc continues much 
longer, 1 Oiall have another fit of jUnefs, 
and then the whole family will be in con- 
fufion. — If it was confiftent with the wife 
piirpofes of Providence, would I were in 
my grave. — But it is my duty to be re- 
figned. — My deareft Letty, excufe my 
weaknefs — excufe thefc blots — my tears 
fall fo fall that I cannot keep the paper 
dry — yet I ought to confider that 1 have 
as yet no cauie to defpair— ^but I am 
lucn a fatnt-hearted timorous creature ! 

Thank 



i„M(> Google 



HUMPHRY CLINXER. 177 
Thank God, my UDcle is much better 

than he was yefterday. He is rcfolvcd 

ta purfue our journey ftrait to Wiles^-^ 
I hope we fliall take Glouccfter in our 
way — that hope chears my poor hcart-^- 
I fiiajl ohce more embrace my beft be- 
loved Willia, and pour alj my griefs into 

her friendly bofom.- O heaven ! is it 

poflibie that fuch happinefs is refervtd 
for 

The dejefted aod forlorn 

^^- *' LVDJA M5I.FORD*. 
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To SIrWATKiH Phillips, Baf. of 
Jeius college, Oxon. 

DEAR WATKIN, 

1 Yesterday met with an incident 
which I- believe you will own to be verjr 
furprifing — As I ftood with Liddy at the 
window of the inn where we had lodged, 
whofliould pafs by but Wilfon a-horfe- 
bflck ! — I could not be miftaken in the; 
perfon, for I had a full view of him as 
he advanced •, I plainly perceived by my 
filler's confufion that the recognized him 
at the fame time. 1 was equally aftonilh- 
icd and incenfed at his appearance, which I 
could not but interpret into an infult, or 
fomething worfe. I ran out at the gate, 
and, feeing him turn the corner of the 
ftreet, I difpatchcd my fervant to obferve 
his motions, but the fellow was too late 
to bring me that fatisfadion. He told me, 
however, that there .was an inn, called the 
Red Lion, ar that end of the town, where 
he fuppofed the horfeman had alighted, 
I but 
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butthat hewould not enquire without fur- 
ther orders.. I Tent him back immediate- 
ly to know' what ftrangcrs were in the 
houfe, and he returned- with a report that 
there was one Mr. Wilfon lately arrived. 
In confequence of this information i 
charged him with a note direftcd to, that 

fentleman, deliring him to meet mc in 
alf an hour in a certain field at the town's 
end, with' a cafe of piltois, in order to ^ 
■ decide the difference which could not be 
determined at our laft rencounter : but I 
did not think proper to fubfcribc the bil- 
let. My man affuredme he had delivered 
it intO' his own hand ; and, that having, 
read ici he declared he would wait upon' 
the gentleman at the place and time ap" 
pointed.. 

M* Alpine beingan old foldier.andlucki- 
ly fober at the time, I entrufted him with. 
my fecrct. . I ordered him to be within call, 
and, Jiaving'given him aletterto be deliver-- 
ol to myunclein cafe of accident,! repaired' 
to the rendezvous, which was an inclofed- 
field at a little diftance from the high- 
way. Ifound my antagonift had already- 
taken his ground, wrapped in a; dark - 
horfeman'a coat, with alaced. hat flapped: 
over his- eyes ; but what was my aftonifli- 
mentvwhen,. throwing off this wrappei%, 
1. 6, h&.- 
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be appeared to be a pcrfon whom I had 
never feen before \ He had one piftol 
ftucli in a leather belt, and another in his 
hand read^ for adion, and, advancing a 
few Acps, called to know if I was readf 
— lanrwercd, "No," and defired a pa"- 
Icy, upon which he turned the muzzle 
of his piece towards the earth i then re- 
placed it in his belt, and met me half 
way — When I alfurcd him be was not the 
man I expected to meet, he faid, it tnigbi 
he fa : that he bad received a flip of pa- 
per directed to Mr. Wilfon, requefting 
him to come hither ; and that as there 
was no other in the place of that name, 
lie naturally concluded the note was in- 
tended forhim, and him only — I then gave 
him to underl^and, that I had been injur- 
ed by a perfon who aflumed that name, 
which perfoB 1 had aftually feen within 
the hour, palTing through the ftreet oa 
horicback ; that hearing there was a Mr. 
Wilfon at the Red Lion, I took it for 
granted he was the man, and in that be- 
itef had writ the billet \- and I exprefled 
my furprize, that he, who was a Itrangcr 
Co me and my concerns, Ihould give me 
Cgch a rendezvous, without taking the 
trouble to demand a previous explana- 
natioii — He replied, that there was no 
other 
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other of his name in the whole coun^ ; 
that no fuch horfeman had alighted at the 
Red Lion fince nine o* clock, when he 
arrived — that having had the honour to 
ferve his majefty, he thought he couM 
not decently decline any invitation of this 
kind, from what quarter foever ie might 
come } and that if any explanation was 
neceffary, it did not belong to him to de- 
mand it, but to the gentleman who fum- 
moned him into the field — Vexed as I was 
at this adventure, I could not help ad- 
miring the coolnefs of this oflicer, whofe 
open countenance prepofleffed me in his 
favour.— He feemed to be turned of for- 
ty ; wore his own fliort black hair, whi^h 
curled naturally about his ears, and was 
very plain in his apparel — When I beg- 
ged pardon for the trouble I had given 
him, he received my apology with great 
good humour. — He told me that he Jived 
about ten miles off, at a fmallfarm-houfe, 
which would aiFord me tolerable lodging, 
if I would come and cake the diverfion of 
hunting with him for a few weeks; in 
which cafe we might, perhaps, find out 
the man who had given me ofieAce — I 
thanked him very fincerely for his courte- . 
«us offer, which, 1 told him, I was not 
at liberty to accept at prefent, on account 
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of my being engaged in a family partte-$:. 
and fo we parted, with mutual profelTions 
of good will and efteem^ 

Now tell me, dear knight, what am t 
to make of this fingular adventure ? — Am 
I to fuppofe that the horfemanl faw was> 
cealiy a thing of 6e{h and blood, or a- 
bubble that vanilhed into air ? — or mult. 
I imagine Liddy knows more of the mac<- 
xer than, fhe chufcs to difclofe ?— If I^ 
thought her capable of carrying on any. 
clandeftine correfpondence with mch a fel- 
low, I fhould it once difcard all tender* 
nefs, and forget that Ihe was conncfted^ 
with mc by the ties of blood — But how^ 
is itpolUble that a girl of her fimplicity. 
and inexperience, Ihould maintain fuch: 
an intercourfe, furrounded, as ihe is witb/ 
io many eyes,, destitute of all opportuni- 
ty, and fhifting quarters every day of hfr ■ 
life ! — Befides, (he has folemnly promifrd 
— No— 1 can't think the girl fo bafe — fo- 
infenfible to the honour of her family.— 
What difturbs me chiefly^ is tlie impref- 
iion which thefe^occurrcnccs fecm to make 
upon her fpirirs — Thefe are the fympioms - 
from which I conclude that the rafcal has- 
ftitl ahold onheraficAion — furely I have- 
a Eight- to call him a rafcal,' and to con>- 
dudc- 
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dude that his defigns are infamous — But 
it Piall be my fault if he docs not one day 

repent his prefumptlon 1 confcfs I 

cannot think, much Icfs write on this fub- 
jeft, with any degree of temper or pati- 
ence, I (hall therefore conclude with tell- 
ing' you, that we hope to be in Wales by 
the latter end of the month ; but before- 
that period you will probably hear agaiib 
from 

your affeflionate 



To. 



., Google 



i84 Tkb expedition w 



To Sir Watkik PHitLiPB, Bar', at 
Oxoa. 

DEAR PMLLIPS, 

W H E N I wrote you by laft pofV, I 
did not imagine I Ihould be: cempccd to 
trouble you again fo foon ; but I now iit 
<iown with a heart fo full that it can- 
not contain itfelf ; though I am un- 
der fuch agitation of fpirits, that you are 
to expedl either method or connexion 
in this addrefs — We have been this day 
within a hair's breadth of lofing honeft" 
Matthew Bramble, in confequencc of a 
curfed accident,which I will endeavour to 
■explain. — In croffing the country to get 
into the poll road, it was necelTary to ford 
A river, and we that were a-horfeback 
palTed without any danger or difficulty i 
but a great quantity (rf rain having fallen 
lalb night and this morning, there was 
Aich an accumulation of water, that a 
mill-head gave way, jull as the coach was 
pafllng under it, and the flood rufhed 
<lown 
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down with fucti impctuofity, as firft float- 
ed, and then fairly overturned the car- 
riage in the middle of the ftream — Lifma- 
hago and I, and the two fcrvants, alight- 
ing inftantaneoudy, ran into the river to 
give all the ajliftance in our power. — Our 
aunt, Mrs. Tabitha, who had the good 
fortune to be uppermoft, was already 
half way out of the coach window, when 
her lover approaching, difengagcd her 
entirely; but, whether his foot dipt, or 
the burthen was too great, they fell over 
head and cars in each other's arms. He 
endeavoured more than once to get up, 
and even to difentangle himlelf from her 
embrace, but Ihe hung about his neck 
like a mill-ftone (no bad emblem of ma- 
trimony,) and if my man had not proved 
aftaunch iauxiliary, thofeiwolovers would 
in ail probability have gone hand in 
hand to the (hades below — For my part, 
I was too much engaged to take any cog- 
, nizance of their diftrcfs.— I fnatched out 
my filler by the hair of the head, and, 
dragging her to the bank, recollected 
that my uncle had not yet appeared — 
Kufliiog again into the Itream, I met 
Clinker hauling afhorc Mrs. Jenkins, who 
looked like a mermaid with her hair di- 
flievelled about her ears; but, when 1 a(k- 
cd 
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cd if his mafter was fafc, he forchwitfi 
fhook her from him, and (be muft have 
gone to poc, if a miller had not leafbn-' 
ably come to her relief. — As for Hum- 
phrey, he flew like lightning to the coach,' 
thai was by this time filled with water,, 
and, diving into it, brought up the poor 
'fquire, to all appearance, deprived of 
life— It is not in my power to defcribc 
what I felt at this melancholy fpeftacle— i-" 
it was fuch an agony as baffles all dcfcrip- ■ 
tion ! The faittiful Clinker, taking him'' 
up in his arms, as if he had been an in-' 
faiw of fix months, carried him aftiore," 
howling moft piteouQy all the way, and I ■ 
followed him in a tranfport of grief and' 
confternation — When he was laid upon' 
the grafs, and turned from fide to- fide,, 
a great quantity of water ran out at hir 
mouth, then he opened his eyes, and 
fetched a deep figh — Clinker pcrceiving- 
thele figns of life, immediately tied up his- 
arm with a garter, and, pulling out a horfc- 
fleam, let him blood in the farrier ilile. — 
At firft a few drops only iffued from the 
orifice I but the limb being chafed, in a 
little time the blood began to flow in a. 
continued ftream, and he uttered fQme in- 
coherent words, which were the mofl: wel- 
«amc founds that ever faluted my car- 
There 
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There wis a country inn hard by, the 
landlord of which had by this time come 
with his people to give their affiftance. — 
Thither my uncle being carried, was un- 
drcfled and put to bed, wrapped in warm 
blankets j but having been moved too 
ibon, he fainted away, and once more lay 
without fcnfc or motion, notwithftanding 
all the etforts of Clinker and the land- 
lord, who bathed his temples with Hun> 
fary water, and held a fmeliing- bottle to 
is nofe. As I had heard of the efficacy 
of fait in fuch cafes, I ordered all that 
was in the houfe to be laid under his head 
and body ( and whether this application 
had the defired cfFeft, or nature of herfelf 
prevailed, he, in Icfs than a quarter of an 
hour, began to' breathe regularly, and 
ibon retrieved Ms recollection, to the un* 
focakable joy of all the by-ftanders. At 
iforQinker, his brain feemed to be aCfe£t- 
ed. — He laughed, and wept, and danced 
about in fuch a difl:ra£l:ed manner, that 
the landlord very judicioufly conveyed 
hicn out of the room. My uncle, feeing 
me dropping wet, comprehended the 
whole of what had happened, and afkcd 
if all the company was fafe?^ — Beingan- 
fwered in the affirmative, he infifted up- 
en my putting on. dry clothes, i and, hav- 
ing 
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ing iwallowed a little warm winet defired 
he might be left to his repc^. B^ore I 
weht tu (hifc tnyfelf, I inquired about the 
rcfl: of the family — I found Mrs. Tabitha 
Aill delirious from her fright, difchai^- 
ing very copiouQy the water ihe had fwal- 
low^d. She was fupported by the cap* 
tain, dillilling drops from his uncurled 

Kriwig, fo lank and fo dank, that he 
iked like father Thame without his 
ledges, embracir^ Ifis, white fhe cafcad- 
cd in his urn. Mrs. Jenkins was pre- 
fcnt alfo, in a loofe bed-gowHi withoui 
' either cap or handkerchief j but Ihe feem* 
<d to be as little tempts mentis as her niif> 
tref;, and aticd fo many crofs purpofea 
in the courfe of her attendance, that, be- 
tween the two, Lifmahago had occafion 
for all his philofophy. As for Liddy, I 
thought the poor girl would have aftuo 
ally loft her fenfes. The good-woman of. 
the houfe had fliifted her linen, and put 
her into bed ; but (he wis fcized with the 
idea that her uncle had perilhed, and in 
this perfuafion made a difmal out-cry t 
nor did Hie pay the leall regard to what I 
faid, when 1 folemnly alTured her he was 
fafe. Mr. Bramble hearing the noife, and 
being informed of her apprehenfion, de- 
lired ihe might be brought into his cham- 
ber ; 
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berj and Ihe do fooner received this in- 
timation, than fheran thither half naked, 
with the wildeft cxpreffion of eagerncfs 
in her countenance, — Seeing the 'fquire 
fittii^ up in the bed, fhc fprung forwards, 
and, throwing her arms about his neck, 
exclaimed in a-moft pathetic tone, " Are 
« you — Arc you indeed my uhcle — My 
" dear uncle ! — -My beft friend ! My fa- 
" thcr ! — lArc you really living? or is it 
*' an illufion of my poor brain t" HoRcft 
Matthew was fo much affefted, that he 
could not help Ihcdding tears, while he 
kified her forehead, faying, " My dear 
•' Liddy, I hope I ihall live long enough 
^* to ftiBw how fcnfible 1 am of your af- 
«' feftion—But your fpirits arc fluttered, 
** child — You want reft-— Go to bed and 
'* compofc yourfelf— " •* Well, I will 
*' (the replied) — but ftitt methinks this 
'* cannot be real — The coach wasfull of 
•* water — My uncle was under us all— 
** Gracious God!— You was under water 
•* — How did you get out? — tell me 
*^ that? or I (hall think this is all a de- 
*' ceplion — " ** In what manner I was 
*' brought out, I know as little as you 
** do, my dear (faid the Tquire) ; and, 
■* truly, that is a circumftance of which 
** I want Q) be informed."- I would have 
given 
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given him a detail of the whole adven> 
ture, but he would not hear me until I 
Jhould change my clothes ; fo that 1 had 
only^ time to tell him, that he owed his 
life to the courage and fidelity of Clin-i 
ker ; and having given him this hint, 1 
condutfted my b&cr to her own cham- 
ber. 

This accident happened about three 
o'clock in the afternoon, and in little 
more than an hour the hurricane was all 
over ; but as the carriage was found to 
be fo much damaged, that it could not 
proceed without confiderable repairs, a 
blackfmith and wheelwright were imme- 
diately fent for to the next market-town, 
and we congratulated ourfelves upon be- 
ing houfcd at an inn, which, though re* 
mote from the poft-road, afforded ex- 
ceeding good lodging. -The women be- 
ing pretty well compofed, and the men 
all a-foot, my uncle fent for his fervanr, 
and, in the prefence of Lifmahago and 
me, accofted him in thcfc words — " So, 
*' Clinker, I find you arc refolved I 
*' flian -t die by water — As you have fifhcd 
»* me up from the bottom at your own 
*■* rifque, you are at leaft entitled to all 
" the money that was in my pocket, and 
^ there it is—" So faying, he prcfcntcd 
him 
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Jiim with a purfc containing thirty 
guineas, and a ring nearly of the fame 
value — "God forbid! (cried' Clinker) 
•' your honour fhall excufe me — 1 am a 
** poor fellow; but L have a heart — O! 
*' if your honour did but know how I re- 
" joicc to fee — Blefled be his holy name, 
" that nrade. me the humble inftrument — 
" But as for the lucre of gain, I renounce 
,** it — I have done no more than my duty 
" — Ho more than I would have done 
■" for the moft worthlefs of my fellow- 
" creatures — No more than I would have 
*' done for captain Lifmahago, or Archy 
** Macakiine, or any finner upon earth— 
•' But for your worfliip, 1 would go 

** through fire as well as water " " I 

** do twiieve it, Humphry (faid the 
** 'fquire) ; but as you think it was your 
*' duty to fave my life at the hazard of 
« your own, I think it is mine to cxprcfs 
** the fenle I have of your extraordinary 
** fidelity and attachment — Linfift upon 
•' your receiving this fmall token of my 
** gratitude ; but don't imagine that I 
** look upon this as an adequate recom- 
" pence for tiic fervice you havedonc 
*' me — I have determined to fettle thirty 
** pounds a-year upon you for life ; and 
** 1 ddire thefe geatlem^ will bear wtt- 
ncfs 
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" nefs to this my intentitMi, of wiiich I 
" have a memorairdum in my pocket- 
*' book." *' Lord make me ihankfui 
" for all thefc mercies ! (cried Clinker, 
•* fobbing) I have -been a poor bankrupt 
*' from the beginning— your honour's 
** goodncfs found mc, when I was — ^nak- 

** ed — when I was — libk and forlorn 

" I underfland your honour's looks-: — j 
•' would not give oHcnce — but my heart 
*' is very fuU^and if your worfhip won't 
** give me leave to fpeak, — I muft vent 
*' it in prayers to heaven for my benefac- 
*' tor." When he quitted the room, Lif- 
mahago faid, he fliould have a much bet- 
ter opinion of his honefty, if he did not 
whine and cant fo abominably; but that 
he had always obferved thofe weeping and 
praying fellows were hypocrites at bot- 
tom. Mr, Bramble made no reply to this 
farcaftic remark, proceeding from the 
lieutenant's refentment of Clinker's hav- 
ing, in pure limplicity of heart, ranked 
him with M'Alpine and the fmners of 

the earth. The landlord being called 

to receive fome orders about the beds, 
told the 'fquirc that hta houfe was very 
much at his fervice,. but he was fure he 
Ihould not have the honour to lodge him 
and his company, .l^c gave us to under- 
fland 
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ftand that his maftrr, wKo lived hard bv, 
would not {offer us ro be at a public 
houfe, when there was accommodation 
for us at his own ; and that, if he had 
not dmcd abroad in the neighbourhood 
he would have undoubtedly come to offcs 
his fcrvices at our firft- arrival. He then 
launched out in praife of that gentleman^ 
whom he had ferved as buder, rcprefeut- 
ing him as a pcrfcd miracle of goodnefs 
and generofny. He faid he was a pcrfnn 
of great learning, and allowed to be t!ie 
beft farmer in the country: — that he had 
a lady who was as much beloved as him- 
fdf, and an only fon, a very, hopeful 
young gentleman, jufl: recovered frotr a 
dangerous fever, which hid like to have 
proved fatal to the whole family j for, if 
the fon hid dind, he was fure the parents 
■would not have furvived their lofs — He 
had not yet finifhed the encomiuni of Mr. 
Denntfon, when this gentleman arrived 
in a poft-chaife, and his appearance feem'- 
ed to juftify all that had be<:n faid in his 
favour. He is pretty well advanced in 
ycarsi hut hale, robuft, and florid, with 
an ingenuous countenacce, expiefllve of 
good fenfe and humanity. Having con- 
doled with us on the accident which h»d 
happened, he faid he was come to con- ' 
Vot. III. K dua 
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du£): OS to his habuation, where we ftioa^ 
be lefs JBCommoded than at fuch a paiiltrf 
inn, and exprcflcd his hope that tbi !»• 
dies would ont be the worfe for going tfai" 
iher m his carri^e, as the diftance was 
BOC ^30ve a quarter of a tn'ile. My 
uncle having made a proper return to thu 
courteous exhibition, eyed him attentive* 
I7, and then afked if he had not been at 
Oxford, a commoner of Queen's college ? 
When Mr.Dennifonanfwered," Yes," with 
fbme marks of fur]H-ife — *' Look at ti^ 
** then (laid our 'fquire) and let us fee 'if 
•' -yoBcan recolleift the features of an old 
** triend, whom you have not feen thefe 

, •• forty years." The gendeman, tak- 

mg him by the hand, and gazing at him 
earjieftly, — ** I proteft, (cried he,) I do 
** think I recal the idea of Matthew 
•* Lofd of Glannoi^;anihire» who was fto- 
•* dent of Jcfus." •' Well icmcmbered, 
" my dearfriend, Charles Dennifon, (nt- 
'* claimed my uncle, preffing him to his 
•* breaft), I am that very identical Mat- 
•* thew Loyd of Glamorgan." Clinker, 
who had juft entered the room with foax 
coals for the fiit, . no fooner beard thefe 
words, than, throwmg down the fcuttte 
on the toes of Liimahago, be began ta 
caper as if he was n»d, crying—" Mat- 
.** thcw 
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** ihew Loyd of GUnjorgan ! — O Provi- 
" dcDce ! — ^Matthew Loyd of Glamor- 

'* gan !*' Then» clafping my uncle's 

knees, he went on in t^is manner—— 
V Your worfbip muft forgive me — Mat- 
." thew Loyd of GUmorgao !— O Lord, 
** Sir !— Lcan't comain myfeJf !— 4 fliaU 
■** lofe my fcniirs— " " Nay, thou h^ 
** loll tliem already, I belicv«, (faid the 
" 'iquire, pecviflily) prithee Clinker be 

*• quiet What is the matter?" 

' JBumphrey, fumbling in his bolbm, pull- 
ed out an ftld wooden fnuff-box, which he 
prcfented in greatxrepidation to his mat- 
ter, wbo, opening it immediately, per- 
ceived a ijnall cornelian feal, and two 
iicTaps of paper— At %ht of thefe arti- 
jcles he ftart-ni, md changed colour, and, 
cafttflg his eye upon the infcriptions — '*Ha^ 
—how I— what ! —where (^rled he) is the 
** porfon here oaved ?" Clinker, knock- 
ing his Dwn brcaft, could hardly pro- 
flounce thefe words—" Here — here— 
** iiene ia Matthew Loyd, as the certificate 
•* fl)cwetli»— Humphrey Clinker was the 
*' namcof the farrier that took me 'pren- 
'* ticc" — " And who gave you thefe to- 
.** kens,"— faid my uncle, haftily — " My 
*' poor mother on her death-bed"— •re- 
plied the mthtr— ** And vtbo was your 
K a " mo- 
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•* moibfr i" " Dorothy Twyford, an 
*' pkuie your honour, heretofore bar"- 
" ktrperai iheAngclatCliippcnrham."— ^ 
•' And why were not ihcfc tokens pro- 
•* duccd before?" " My mother toii^ 
•* me (lie had wrote to Olamorganfliire; 
" at the time of my biith, but had q6 
*' anfwcr ; and that afterwards, when Out 
•* made enquiry, there was no fuch pcr^ 
" fon in that county." " And fo in cotr- 
** fcqucnce of my changing my name and 
*' going abroad at that vtry time, thy 
*' poor mother and thou have been left 
■•' to want and mifcry — I am really fliocfc- 
•' ed-at theconfcquerceof my own folly." 
— rhen, laying his hand on Clinker's 
4jc3d, he added, " Stand forth, Matthew 
■•* Loyd — You fee, gentlemen, how. the 
•* fins of my youth rife up in judgmcfft 
" agair.ft me — Here is my diie^ion Writ- 
*' ten wiih my own hand, and a fcal 
** which I Ufl at the woman's requeftj 
-•' and this is a certificate of the chiWi 
" baptifm, figned by the curate of the 
■•' parifh." The company were not 'a 
^itilefurprifedatthisdifcovery, upon which 
Mr. Dennifon facctioufly congratulated 
toth the father and the fon : for my part, 
1 [hook my new found coufin heartily by 
the hand, and Lifmahago complimentM 
him 
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him with the wars in his eyes.-for he had 
been hopping about the n>«m, rwcinng 
in broad Scotch, and bdtowijig with ihe 
pain occafioncd by the faU of the cojI- 
fcuttle upon his foot Hch:id even vow- 
ed to drive the faul out of the bodj of 
that mad rafcal : but, perceiving the un- 
expected turn which things had lalcc^n, he 
wiflied him joy -of his good fortune, ob- 
fcrving that it went very near his heart, 
as he was like to be a great toe out of 
pocket by the difcovery — Mr Dennifbn 
now dcfired to know for what reafon my 
uncle had changed the name by which he 
knew him at Oxford, and our Tquire fa- 
tisfied him, by anfwcrjng to this efFeia.— 
*:* I took my mother's name, which was 
f* L^yd, as heir to her lands in Glamor- 
** ganfhirei but, when I came of age, I. 
4* fold that property* in order to clear my 
** paternal efiate,. and refumed my reid 
M name \ {b that I am now Matthew 
'*■ Bramble of Brambleton-hall in Man- 
*• oiouththire, at your fervice-, and this 
" is my nephew, Jeremy Melford of Bel- 
**. field, in the county of Giamorgan." 
^t that inftant the ladies entering the 
«>om, he prcfentcd Mrs. Tabiiha as his 
fitter, and Liddy as his niece. The old 
«ntUman faluted them very cordially,. 
Ki and 
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and feemed ftruck with the appearance of 
my fifter, whom he could not help fur- 
rey'iag with a mixture of complaceiicy 

and furprize *» Sifter, (faid my unelc} 

" there is a poor relation that recom- 
•* mends hitnfelf to your good graces—^ 
*' The quondam Hamphrey Clinker is 
•* metamorphorcd into Matthew Loyd ; 
** and claims the honour of being your 
" carnal kinfinan — ^in lliorr» the rogue 
« proves to be a crab of my own ptant- 
** mg in the days of hot blood and unre- 
•* ftraioed iibertinifm." Cfinker hzdhy 
this time dropc trpon one knee, by the 
iide of Mrs. Tabitha, who, eyeing him 
afkance, and flirting her fan with marks 
Of agitation, thought proper, after fom'e 
confliA, ta hoM out her hand for biitf 
to kifa, faying, «ith a demure afptQ^ 
•« Brother, you ha^e been T«ry wrcfeed'; 
*• but t hope you'll lire to fee the folly dt 
** your Ways — I am very forry to fay the 
'* young man, wtomyouhaffcthisdayac- 
•* knowledged, has more grace and reli- 
'* gjon, by the gift of God, thwn yoU 
" with all Our profane- learning, and re- 
" peated opportunity — I do thmfc he hM 
** got the trick of the eye, and the tip of 
'* the nofe of my uncJcLoydof Flfoy.- 
** dttellyn ; and as for the long chin,. 
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•• it is the very moral of the governor's — 
** Brother, as you have changed his name 
•' pniy change his drefs alfoi that livery 
'•* doth not become any pcrfon that hath 
" got our blood in his veins."— Liddy 
feemed much pleafed with this acqirifition 
to the family.— 'She took him by the hand, 
declaring Ine Ihould always be proud to 
own herconnexioftwitha virtuou* young 
maiv, who had given (o msny proofs of 
tiii grattttide aiid affedion to her unelei— 
Mrs. 'Winifred Jenkins, extremely (hit- 
fercd between her furprize at this difco- 
very, and the apprthenfion of lofing her 
fweee-hearr, exclattned in a gigging tone, 
— *• I wi(h you joy, Mr. Clinker — Floyd 
«• — I-Vbuld fay— hi, hi, hi! — you'll be 
*• fo proud, you won't ]o<A at your poor 
•* fetiow ftrvantj, <A, oh, oh!" Honeft 
Clinker owned he was overjoyed at his 
good ftrwncj which was greater than he 
oeferTed— •• But wherefore Ihould I be 
*•' proud ? (fitd he) a poor objeft conceiv- 
'" ed 'm fin, and brouglit forth in iniqui- 
•• ty, nurfcd in a parim work-hoofe, and 
■" bred in a fmithy — Whenever 1 icefti 
" proud, Mrs. Jenkins, I beg of you fo 
•' put me in mind of the condition I wis 
*• in, when 1 firft faw yog between Chip- 
" penham and Marlborough." 

K 4 Wheft 
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When this momentous affair was dif- 
cufcd to the fati&fa£tiun of all panics 
cunccrne<i, the weather being dry, the 
kdics declined tJie carriage i fo chat we 
' walked all log eihi.'rtoMr.Dennilbn*shoufe, 
«vhere we found the tea ready prepared 
by his lady, an amiable matron, who re- 
.ccivcd us with all the benevolence of hof- 
piiality. — I he houfc is old faHiioni^d and 
irregular, but lodgeabie and commodious. 
.'J p the fotith it has the river in fronc, at 
.the diflance of a hundred pares ^ and on 
.tlic north, there is a rifrng ground, cover- 
•cd with an agreeable plantation ; the gr«cns 
And walks are kept io the niceft Order^ 
and all is rural and romantic. , I h^ve not 
yet feci) the young gentleman^ who is on a 
vi&i to a friend in the neighbourhood, 
fiom whcfe boufe he is not ezpeScd 'dtt 
■ to inorrow. > 

- in the mean t^me, at tbem is a matt 
goine to the next marlut>town with let- 
.t?ts for the poft, I .take this opportumtr 
. tu fend you the hiftory t^ this day, whica 
has been remarkably fuil of xdventuresj 
.and you will own I give you them like a 
. beef'fteak at Dolly's, iet and hot^ withfHlt 
ceremony and parade, juH as tbcy £ome 
.irttva thexecollei^ioa of 

Totirs, 

J. Mufoas. 
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To Dr. Lewis. 



$INCE the laft trouble I gave you, I 
have mctwiihavaricty of incidents, fome 
of tbem of ft fingular nature, which I re- 
ietve as a fund for converfation ; but there 
are others fa intffrefting, that they will 
not keep iiiyetto till meeting. 

Knowihcn, it was a thoufand pounds. 
taz G'Xpence, that yoii. fliouldnow be ex- 
ecuting my will, .inflead of pfrufing my 
tetter f Two days ago, our coach was. 
Overturned in the mjdfl of a rapid river, 
where my life was faved with the utmoft 
difficulty, by the courage, aAiviiy, and: 
prefence of miod of my fcrvant Humphry- 
Clinker — But this is not the mod! fur- 
•prifing circumftance of the adKcnrurc— - 
The faid Humphry Clinker ^rcw,©*. to be 
Matthew Loyd, natural fon of one Mat- 
thew Loyd of Glamorgan, if you kni>nf 
;any fuch perfon— You f«, Doiflor, that. 
K 5 «oi- 
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notwithftanding all your philofophy, it U 
not without fome rcafon that we Welch-' 
m«n sfcribr fuch m^rgy to tbe force c^- 

. blood — But we 0iall ditcufs ttiia point on 
fome future occaGon. 

This is not the only difcoycry which I 
made in conrcquenCe of Our difafter— 
We happened to be wrecked upon a 
friendly Ihore — The lord of the manor 
is no other than Charles Dennifoti, our 
ftltow-rakc at Oxford — We are now hap- 
pily houfcd with that gentl'emm, who has' 
really attained to that pitch of ^oral ftm; 
city, at which I have been afpiring thefe 
twenty years in vain. He is bltfled With" 
a confort, whofe difpoHtion is fuited to 
his own in all refpeAs ; tedder, gcncrons, 

■ and benevolent — She, moreover, poffefes 
an uncommon fhare of underftauding, 
fortitude. And discretion, and is admir- 
ably qualiBcd to be his companion, con- 
fidant, counfeltor, and coadjutriz. Thefe 
excellent pcrfons have an on^ly fon, about 
nineteen years of age, juft fuch a youth 
ai they could have wifhcd that Heaven 
would beftow to fill up the meafure of 
their enjoyment — In a word, they know 
no other allay to their happinefs, but their 
apprehefifton and anxiety about the lifti' 
iad concerns of this beloved obj<;^. - 

Our 
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Our old friend, who bad the misfor- 
tune to be a fecbnd brother, was bred to' 
the law, and even called to the bar ; \k\i 
he did not find himfclf qualified to Ihinc' 
in that province, and had very little in- 
clination for his profcfTion — He dtfobliged 
his father, by marrying for love, with- 
out any confideration of fortune ; fo thM 
he had little or nothing to depend upon 
for feme years but his praftice, which af- 
forded him a bare fubfiftence j and' 
the profpeft of an increafing family, be- 
gan to give him diflurbance and difquiet. 
In the mean time, his father dying, was 
fucetedcd by his elder brother, a fox- 
honier and a fot, who neglefled his af- 
fairs, infultcd and opprefled his fcrvants,, 
and in a few years had well nigh ruined 
the eftate, when he was happily carried 
off by a fever, the immediate confequcnce 
of a debauch. Charles, with the appro- 
bation of his wife, immediately deter- 
mined to quit bulinefs, and retire into the 
country, although this refoiution was 
ftrcnuoufly and zealoufly oppofed by every 
individual, whom he confulted on the 
fubjeft. Thofe who had tried the expe- 
riment, aflured him that he could not pre- 
tend to breathe in the country for lets tha^i 
the double of what his eftate produced j 
K 6 that. 
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that, in order t» he apoi the foocing <^ a 
ffiMtleman, he would be obliged to keep 
«oiie&, hounds, carriages, wtthafuitabk 
number of ftrvanu, and maintaiu an clc- 
>£U|t Table -for thr •ciUe ruin meat of his 
neighbours ; that farming was s tnyfteryi, 
knowJi only to tbofc who had been bred 
VP CO Jt from the cradle, the fuccefs of ic 
dcpendiug oot only upon (kitl and induf-: 
Vy^ <but alio -upon luch atteiuiou and 
«ec*noniy AS no geiuleman could be £jp^T 
)}o(ed M ^ive «r pradiiTc ; .accordingly 
«viery attem^ made by gentlemen tnijGt 
■carried, and not a few had hcea rutoeii- 
by their profecuiion of agriculture — Nay, 
tjicy aSrmed-thac he would find it cbeapv 
•cr 40 byy hay and oacs for bis cattle, aod 
to goxp oiariLet for poultry, eggs, kitchen 
ierfes, -and roots, and every the moft in- 
t:uB[i<iefab|e article of houfe- keeping, 
xh^n to have xhofe articles produced oa 
^s own ground. 

'i'hefe objct^Uons did not deeer Mr. 
peonilbn^ because they were chiefly 
founded on the fuppoficioo, that he would 
be obliged to lead a life of extravagance 
■and ditBpatioR, which he and his conform 
equally detcfted, defpifed, anddctermin' 
■ed to a*oid — Theobjefts he had in view,, 
wece bealUi of body, ,peacc of mind, and. 
., = ■ " the* 
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the p^ale fausfa^ion of donwftic quiet, 
uoatUyed by adua] waM, and iinint«r- 
rupced by the f<»rs>of indigence— H« wai 
very moderate in Iiis eftimate of the ae*- 
■ceflaries, and even of the comforts of lile> 
— He required nothing but wholefome 
»r, pure water, agreeable cxcrcife, plain 
diet, convenieiu lodging, and decent ap- 
pareL He rcBe^led, tkav i£ a peafant 
without education, or an^ great fhare. of 
natural fagacity, could maintain a large 
fztaWY^ and even ^come opulent wpoa a; 
fiu^m, for which he payed an annual rent 
'OfcwQ or -thrrc hundred pounds to the 
landlord, furely h^: himfelf might hope 
iot fomc fuccefs/roei his induftry, having- 
AO rent to pay, but, oa the contrary, 
threeor four hundred .pounds a-year to' 
Deceive — He coofidcrcd, chat the earth- 
yras an indulgent mother, that fielded her 
fpuits to all her children without diltinc* 
Uon. He had ^udied the theory of agri' 
culture with a degree of eagejinefs and de- 
light ; and be couid not conceive there 
was any myftery in the pradice, buc 
what he ihould be able to difclofe by dint 
of care and application. With refpeft to 
boulhpld expence, he entered into a mi- 
■aute detail and inveftjgaiion, by which 
^j3crceived ihe aiTcrtiona of his/rienda 
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were altogether erroneous — He found he 
fiioutd fave fixty pounds a-ycar in ib£' 
ftsgle ariicle of houfe-mK, and as mu<h . 
more in pocket-money and contingcn-; 
cies; that even butcher*S'meat was cwcn-' 
ty per cent, cheaper in the cotmify that 
in London} bur (hat poultry, and atmofl: 
every other circumftance of hoofc-keep-' 
ing, might be had for Icfs than one half ' 
of what they coft in town ; befides, a cob-' 
liderable laving on the fide ofdrtfs^ in-^ 
being delivered from the oppreflivc itn- 
pofition of ridiculous nvodes, invented 
by ignorance, and adopted by folly. 

As to the danger of vying with the^ 
rich in pomp and equipage, it never gave' 
him the Icaft diftutbancr. Hewas^now 
turned of forty, and, having lived half 
that time in the btify fcenes of life, was 
well flcilled in the fcience of mankind. 
There cannot be in nature a more con- 
temptible figure than that of a man, who 
with five hundred a year prefumes to ri-, 
vat in expence a neighbour who pofielTes 
five times that income — His oftentation, 
for from concealing, frrves only to difco- 
ver his indigence, and render his vanity- 
thc mofc Ihocking ; for it attrafls the 
eyes of cenfure, and excites the fpirtt of 
inquiry. Ihere is not a family in th9 
county, 
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county, nor a fervant in his own houfci 
nor a farmer in the pariQi, but wha(^ 
know? the utmolt farthing that hrs land^ 
produce, and all thefc behold him with 
fcorn or compafTion. I am furprifcrd that 
thefc reflections do not occur to perfons 
in this unhappy dilemma, and produce a 
falutary effeft; but the truth iS', of all the 
paftions incident to human nature, vani- 
ty is that which moft cfFeftually pervert* 
the faculties of the underftanding % nay, 
irrometimcs becotiKs fo incredibly de- 
praved, as to afpirc at infamy, and find 
pleafare in bearing the ftigmas of re- 
proach. 

I have now given you a fketch of the 
charafter and fituaiion of Mr. Der.nifon, 
when he came down to take poflcflSon of 
this eftate; but as the meflfenger, wba 
carries the fetters to the next town is juft 
fctting off, I fhail refrrve what further T 
hare to fay on this fubjcA, til! the next 
poft, when you ffiall certainly hear from' 

Tours always. 

Oft. t. Matt. Brahbi,!. 
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To Dr. Lewis. 

ONCE more, dear doftor, I rcfume 
fthe pen for your amufement. — It was on 
iWie mprnins after our arrival chat, walk- 
a/ig out with my friend, Mr. Dennifon,- 
1 could not help breaking forth into the 
varmcft exprcSions of applawfe at the 
■beauty of the fccne, which is Jcajly ia- 
chanting i arid I figniSed, in particular, 
bow much I was pleafed with the difpofi- 
tion of fome deuched groves, that afFord- 
^ at once fiielter and ornament to hU ha-^ 
buation. 

." Wiien I took pofleffion of theft 
" -lands, about two and twenty years ag(V 
*' (faid he) there was not a tree (landing 
V within a mile, of the houfr,, except. 
■" thofe of an old negleftcd orchard,' 
■** which produced nothing but leaves and' 
■** mofs.— It was in the gloomy month of 
V. November, when I arrived, and found 
-*' the houfe an fuch a condition, that it 
•** might have been joftly ftilcd the tower 
*' Jif .de/oiati«». — The court-yard was co- 
veted. 
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" vered with nettles and docks, and ibe 
** gardcn-exhibiced fHcharank |}.Untation 
•*' of weeds as I had never fren before ; — ' 
** the window-ih utters were falling ill 

** pieces; the fafties broken j and 

** owls and jack-daws had taken pufTcf- 
** fion of ihe chimnies. — The profpeft 
*• within was ftill more dreary.-i-All was 
■•• dark, and damp, and dirty beyond 
.*' dcftripiion ;^— rhc' rain ' penetrated in 
^* fevcral parts of the roof; — in fome 
•* apartments the very floors had given 
•' way (~the hangings werc.partcd from 
■** the walls, and inaking in mouldy rem- 
-** nam& } — the glafles wCfC dropping 
** out of their frames t— -the ^tnily-pic- 
-** turct were covered with duft ;— aod all 
--** the chain and cables worm-earen and 

-•' crazy. There was not a bed in the 

** houfe that could be ufed, except one 
.** old-lafiitoned machine, with a high gilt 
•** tcfter, and iringed curtains of yellow 
■** mohair, whichliad been, for aught I 
:** know, two centuries ia the iami- 
« ly.— In Ihorl, there was no ftirmiure 
.*« but the utenfils of the kiccheti; and 
«* the cellar afforded nothing but a few 
** empty butts and bamls* that Aunk fo 
-*« abominably, that I would not &iBtr 
-■** any body to cjiter it until I had flallied 
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** a confidcrable quantity of ^n-powdcr 

** to qualify the foul air within. 

**■ An old cottager and his wife, who 
** were hired to lie in thehoufc» had- left 
** it with precipitation, alledgii^, amoi^ 
** other caufes of retreat, that they could 
** not-fleep for frightful noifes, and that 
•• my poor brother certainly walked after 
** his death.— In a word, the houfeap> 
** pcarcd untnbahttablc} thebaro, ftilsle, 
*■ and ouC'houfes were in rtnns ; alf thtt 
** fences broken down, and the fields ly* 
** ing wafte. 

»• The ^mer who kq»t the key never 
** dcexiDed 1 had any intention ta live 
" upoo the fpot. — He iSBted *. fam of 
«« fixty pouods, and hia leafe was jirft 
>'-expiring.-~He held &nncd a febcme 
** of being appointed bailiff to- the efliate, 
** and of camrcrang the faoufc aad the 
** adjacent groundt m his own vfk.-'—A 
** kilt. of his intEntioni I. rccuvcd 6*010 
;•• thectiraieat iny firil artiTaJv I cbcrt- 
** fore did not pay-much regard to what 
•• he ffud by way of difcoiiraging we 
•** from coming-to fenle in the country ; 
** bat I wasalittleilanled whcnhe gave 
** me warning that he SiDuJd quit the 
*' £irm at the expiratifui of hia le;^e, un- 
" left 
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•* lefs I would abate confidcrably in the 
« rent." 

, ** At thU period! accidentally became 
** acquainted with a perfon, whofe frtend- 
** fbip laid the foundation of all my pro- 
•■ fperity. In the next market-town, I 
" chanced lo dine at art inn with a Mr. 
** Wilfun, who was lately come to fettle 
** in the neighborhood.— 'He had been 
•• lieutenant of a roan of war: but quit- 
** ted lite fea in fbme difguft, and mar- 
** ried theonlydaughterof farmer Bland, 
** who lives in this parifh, and has ac- 
•• quired a good fortune in the way of 
«* huftandry. — Wilfon is ooe of the belt 
** naniFcd tneit t ever knew -, brave* 
■* frank, obliging, and ingenaous. — He 
**tHced my conversion, fwaa charmed 
" with Km Hbent manner ; an acqomn- 
** tance immediately commensed, and 
*• thw was foon impfoved into a fne«d- 
*• Ak> without rcfcrre. — There are cha- 
•* raAera which,. like fimilar particle* of 
* matter, ftrongly atrraft each other.— 
•• He forthwith introduced me to his fa- 
•• ther-itt'law, farmer Bland, who wa* 
•* well acquainted with every acre of my 
" eftaw, of confcqucnce well qualified 
*■ Co advife me on thiis occaliod.— Find- 
■ ■ •• ing 
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V ii^ I was inclined to f mbrac* a coun- 
•* iry life, and even to amufc myfcif with 
" the occupations of farmingi he approv- 
•* cd of my deOgn — He gave mc lo un-* 
" derlland that all my farms were undcr- 
" ktt ; that the eftat-e was capable of 
" great improvement i that there was 
" plenty of chalk in the neighbourhood i 
** and that my own ground produced ex- 
•' ccllent tparle for maBurc..— With re- 
•' fpeft ID the farm, which was like tH 
** fall into my hands, he faid he would 

V willingly take it at ths prefent. fflot * 
•' but at the fame time owned, .that if I 
*' would expend two hundred pou;}ds in 
•' cnclofure, it would be vorth more than 
" double the fum. 

*' Thus encouraged^ I began the «xe^ 
*' cutioa of my fcheme without fijrthef 
"..delay, and pfunged into.a fta of cic- 
•* pence, though I had no fund in rcferve, 
•' and the whole produce oftbceftate 
*< did not exceed three hundred pounds 
*' a year. — In one week, my houfe was 
**~ made weather tight, and thoroughly 
** clcanfcd from top to bottom ^ then tc 
" wjs well ventilated by throwing.all the 
*' doorsand windows open, and making 
** blazing fircjof *ood in every chimney 
*' from the kitchen to the garrets.— The 
*» floors 
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" floors were repaired, the lafhesnewglaz- 
" cd,-and out of chr old furniture of the 
*' whole houfe, I made fhik to fit i^ a 
»* parlour and three chambers in a plain 
*' yet decent manner. — The court-yard 
»* was cleared of weeds and rubbiffe, and 
•* my frt«nd Wilfon charged himiclf with 
•* the dreffing of the garden i bricklajers 
•• werfr fet ai work upon the barn and 
** ftablc; and labourers engaged to rc- 
" ftore the fences, and begin the worll 
*' of hedging and ditching, under the di- 
*' reftion of farmer Bland, at wliofe re- 
*' commendation I hired a careful hind 
"^ to lie in the houlc, and keep conftant 
" fires in the apartments. 

" Having taken thcfe tneafures, I re- 
•* turned to London, wherelforthwicR 
•' (old off my houfhold- furniture, and, in 
•' three weeks from my iirft vifit, brought 
" my wife hither to keep her Chrift- 

•• roas. Confidcring the giooiny 

*• fealbn of the year, the drearinefs of the 
•* place, and the de:aytfd afpe^ofour 
** habitation, I was afraid that her reful':!- 
** tion would fink under the fudden tranf- 
" ition from a town-life to fuch a mela^- 
" choly ftatc of ruftication i but I was 

•• agreeably difappointed. She found 

•* the reaUtylciis uQcomforiable than the 
" pifture 
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** pidure I hid drawn.— -—B^ this time, 
'* ladeedi things were mended ia appear- 
** tDce.— Tbeout-bourcshadnfen outof 
^ their ruins ; the.pigeon-houfe was re- 
■* built, and rcplcniihxd by Wilfbo, who 
** alfo put my garden in decent order, 
** and provided a good ftock of pouhry, 
** which made aa agreeable figure in ray 
** yard ; and the houfe, on the whole, 
*' looked like the habiution oi human 
'» creatures^ — Farmer Bland fpared me a 
** mikh-cow for my family, andan'ordi- 
** nary faddle-horfe for my iervantto go 
■* to market at the next town.— I hived a 
.'* country lad for a footman -, the hind's 
** daughter was my boafe-snaod, and my 
f wife had brought a «aok-niaid ^m 
•* London. 

'* Such was my £uniiy when I Ixgan 
^' houle-keeping to this judace, with three 
** hundeed pounds in my pocket, raifed 
*' from the fale of my fuperfiuous furni- 
'* ture.— I knew we fliouldBodioccupa- 
'* tion ettoogh through the day to ecnploy 
.** our time i bu£ I dreaded the long win- 
** ter evenings; yec for thde mo we 
-" found a remedy.— Tbe :curBte, who 
** wasa fingk man, &on bccameib natu- 
** ralized to tbe family, that he genecally 
** lay in the iiQuTci and his xximfany 
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** was equally agreeable and ufeful.— He 
** was a modcft tnan,a good fchalari airtl 
•'perfectly well qualified to inftruft me 
** m fuch coimu-y matters as I wanted ro 
•• know. — Mr. Willbn brought his wife 
** to fee ns, and (he tfficatne fo fond of 
** Mrs. Dennifon, that Ihe faid flie was 
** never fo happy as when flje CRJoycd the 

" ** benefit of her converlation.— She was 
•• then a fine buxom country la6, ex» 
** ceedingly docile, and as good-natured 
-** ' as'hcr hirfband Jack WUfon -, fo tJiat't 

~ " friendffaip enfiied among the women, 

~ ** which'hsth continued' to tb» day. 
•* As for Jack, he bath been my con* 

'•* ftatit companion, counfellor, andosm- 

" miffiiry. 1 would w« for a hundred. 

** pounds yeu ifaould leave my houfe 
*'■ "without feeing him.— —Jack is an unt- 
** vcrfel genius— hi» talents arc fcally 
•' aiionilhing — He is an excellent car- 
■** penter, joiner, andturner, and a cun- 
** ning artift in iron. and bralsf— He not 
** only foperlritended mycBconomy, but 
-** alfo prefided over my paftimes.— He 
** .tanghcmctobrew beer, to make cyder, 
** perry, mead, ufqudsaogh, and plague-* 
*■ water; to cook feveral outlandifh deli- 
■** caKiieSyhchasaiias^pifper-fotStfiliavaJt 
*' coiyfi, cbtdnbs^ fmdjiafaias.—iic under- 
*' flands 
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** {linds all ntanncr of games JTOBi cbefs 
" down to chuck-farthing, fmgsagOf>d 
•' fong, plays up:in the violint and 
" dances a hornpipe with furprifingagili- 
** ty. — He and I walked, and rode, ami 
*^ hunted, and filhed together, without 
''.minding the viciQitudcsof the weather; 
*' and I am pcrfuadcd, that in a raw; 
•' moift climate, like this of England, 
•* continual ejtercife is as neceflaryas food 
** totheprcfcrvation of the iiidividuaL— * 
•' In the courfc of two and twenty yetrs, 
" there has not been one hour's inierrup- 
*' tion or abaiemen: in the friendlhip foty- 

' ** (ifting between Witfon's family and 
** mine I and, what is a rare inftance <>f 
" good fortune, that friendlhip isconci<- 
*' nuird to our children.— His {aa and 
" tnine are nearly of the fame age and the 
•' fame difpofiiion ( they have been bred 
" up together at the fame fchool and 
" college, and love each other with the 
*' warmcft alFcdion. 

•* By Wilfon's means, I likewife form^ 
(* ed an acquaintance with a fcnGble phy- 
." fician, who lives in the next noarker- 

' '* town ; and his filler, an agreeable old 
" maiden, paHed the Chrilhnas holidays 
•* at our houfe. — Mean while I began my 
" farming with great cagernefs^ ^nd th«i 
« very 
6 
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' very winter planted Ehefe groves that 

* plcaf'e you fo much. — As for the neigh- 
'-bouring gentry, I had no troubie from 

■ that quarter during my firfl campaign v 

■ they were all gone to town before I 
' fettled in the country ; and by the 
' fummcr I had taken mcafures to defend 
' myfclf from their attacks. — When a 
' gay equipage came to my gates, I was 
' never at home j thofe who vifired me 
' in a modeit way, 1 received •, and ac- 
' cording to the remarks I made on their 
' chara£lers and converfation, either rc- 
' jefted tlieir advances, or returned their 
' civility. — I was in genera] defjiufed 

< among the falhionable company, as a 

* low fellow, both inbreeding and cir- 
' camftancesj neverthekfs, I found a few 
' individuals of moderate fortune, who 

* gladly adopted my ftilc of living ; 
' and many others would have acceded 

< to our fociety, had they not been prc- 

* vented by the pride, envy, and ambition 
' of their wives and daughters. — Thofe, 
' in times of luxury and difTipation, are 
' the rocks upon which all the fmall 

* eftates in the. country are wrecked. 

*' I refervcd in my own hands, fome 

* acresof ground adjacent to the houfe, 

* for making expeiiments in agriculture, 

* according CO the dtredions of LylCj 
.Vot. 111. L ■."tull, 

d.8i.;m(> Google 



it8 The EXPEDITION of 
" Tull, Hart, Duhamel, and others who 
•* have written on this fut^eft ; and qiia- 
•* lifted their thcorywich the praftical ob- 
•' fervations of farmer Bland, who was 
" my great maftcr in the art of hufban- 

" dry. In ftiort, I became enamoured 

** of a country life j and my fucCefs 
" greatly exceeded my expeflation.— — 
•' r drained bogs, burned heath, grubbed 
*' up furze and fern ; 1 planted cople and 
" willows where nothing eife would grow ; 
*' 1 gradually inclofed all my farms, and 
*' made fuch improvements, that my 
" eitate now yields me clear twelve hun- 
•* dred pounds a year. — All this time 
*' my wife and I have enjoyed unm- 
•* tcrrupted health, and a regular flow of 
" fpirits, except on a very few occafiotis, 
" when our chearfulncfs was invaded by. 
" fuch accidents as arc infcparable frotn 
•' the condition of life. — I loft two chil- 
** dren in their infency, by the fmall-pox, 
" fo that I have one fon only, in whoiu 
" all our hopes are centred. — He went 
" ycfterday to viCt a friend, with whom 
*' he has ftayed all night, but he will be 
•* here to dinner.— I (hall this day have 
" the pieafgrc of prefcnting him to you 
** and your femily ; and I flatter myfelf 
*t you will find him not altogether un- 
•' worthy of our iSeCtion. 

» The 
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*' The truth is, either I am blinded by 
«• the partiality of a parent, or he is a boy 
** of a Tcry amiable charadler ; aod yec 
** his conduct has given us unfpcakable 
*' difqoiet,— You tnuft know, we had 
*< proje&d a match between him and a 
** gentleman's daughter in the next coun- 
«• ly, who will in all firobability be heirefj 
** of a coniiderable fortune ; but, it 
*« items, he had a perfonal difguft to the 
•* alliance. — He was then at Cambridge, 
** and tried to gain time on vu'ious pre- 
** tencesj but being preffed in letters by 
** his mother and me to give a definitive 
*• anfwtr, he fairly gave his tutor the flip, 
** and difappeared about eight months 
•* ago. — Before he took this rafti ftep, he 
•' wrote me a letter, explaining his objec- 
** tions to the match, and declaring, that 
** he would keephimfelf concealed until 
** he fhould underltand that hia parents 
*' would difpenfe with his contra^ing an 
" engagement that muA: make him mi- 
*J fcrable for life, and he prefcribed the 
** form of advertifing in a certain news- 
** paper, by which be. might be apprized 
** of our fentiments on this fubjeft, 

*'You mayeaftlyconceive how much wre 
•** were alarmed and affiifted by this elope- 
** tnent,wlrichhehadmadevitbout drop- 
La •• ping 
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•' ping the leaft hint to his companion 
" Charles Wilfon, who belonged to the 
*' fame college. — We rcfolved to puniflt 
•' him with the appearance of ncgteft, in 
*' hopes that he would return of his own 
** accord ; but he maintained his purpofc 
" till the young lady chofc a partner for 
•* herfcifj then he produced himfeUj 
" and made his peace by the mediatioi) 
•' of Wilfon. — Suppofc wc ihould 'unhe 
** our families by joining him with your 
** nicoe^ who is one of the moftlovcly 
*' creatures I ever beheld— My wife is 
" already as fond of her as if (he were 
*' her own child, and I have a prefenti- 
•' ment that my fon will be captivated by 
*' her at firft- fight." " Nothing could 
** be more agreeable to all our family 
•* (faid 1) than fuch an alliance ; butj 
•' my dear friend, candour obliges me ro 
*' tell you, that I am afraid- Liddy's heart 

•' is not wholly difcngaged there is a 

** cuffed obftacie " " You mean 

•* the young ftroUer at Glouccfter (faid 
*' he)-— You are furprifed that I ftiouid 
** know this circumftance -, but you wrH 
'* be more furprifed when I tell you that 
« ftrollcr is no other than my fon George 
*' Dennilbn — That was the charafter he 
'** alTumedb his cclipfe." " I am, in- 
~' ■ r deed. 
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•» deed, aftonifhed and overjoyed, (cried 
." I) and fhall be happy beyond expref- 
." fion to fce your propofal take efFeft." 
He then gave me to underftand that 
the young gentleman, a^ his emerging 
from concealment, had difclofcd his pal- 
fion for Mifs Melford, the niece of Mr. 
Bramble of Monmouth (hire. Though 
Mr. Dennifon littJe dreamed that this was 
his old friend Matthew Loyd, he ncverthe- 
lefs furnifhed his fon with proper creden- 
tials, and he had been at Bath, London, and 
many other places in queft of us, to make 
himfelf and hispretenfions known.— The 
hzii fuccefs of his enquiry had fuch an 
effect upon his fpirits, that immediately at 
his return he was feized with a dangerous 
fever, which overwhelmed his parents 
with terror and affliftion ^' but he was 
now happily recovered, though ftill weak' 
and dilconfolate. My nephew joining us 
in our walk, 1 informed him of thefe cir- 
cumftances, with which he was wonder* 
iully pleafcd. He declared he would pro- 
tttote the match to the utmoft of his power, 
and that he longed to embrace young Mr. 
Dennifon as his friend and brother. — Mean 
while, the father went to defire his wife 
to communicate this difcovery gradually 
to Liddy, that her delicate nerves might 
not fuffcr too fudden a fhock ; and I 
L 3 un> 
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imparted the particulars to my fifter Tab- 
by, who expreflcd fome furprize, not alto- 
gether onmixedt I believe, wkh an erao- 
ttOD of envy } for^ though fhe could have 
no objefiion to an alliance at once fo ho- 
nourable and advantageous, fbe hefitated 
in giving her confent, on pretence of the 
youth and inexperience of the parties: at 
length, however, Ihe acquiefced» in confei- 
qucnce of having confuitcd withcaptain 
X-ifmahago. 

Mr. Deiuiifen toc^ cars to be in the 
way when his fon aarrived at the gatc» 
and, without giving him time or 0{^r^ 
tunity to make any enquiry about die 
ftrangers, brought him up ftairs to be 
prefentcd to Mr. Loyd and his family^— 
The fiHl: perfon he law, when he entered 
the room, was Liddy,wbo, nocwithftanding 
all herpreparation^ ftood trembling in- the 
vtmolt confufion — At fight of this objeA 
he'was fixed motionlefs to the floor, and^ 
gazing at her with the utmoft eagernefs of 
adotiilhrnenr, exclaimed, '* Sacred hea- 
** ven! what is this ! — ha! wherefore — ." 
Here his fpeech failing, he ftood ftraining 
his eyes, in tfae mofl: emphatic (ilence— 
*' George ^faid his father) this is my 
" friend Mr. Loyd.'* Roufed at this 
intimation, he turned and received my 
falute, when! faid, " Young gentleman, 
M if 
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" if you had truftcd mc with yourfecret 
" u our laft meeting, we Ihould have 
*' parted upon better terms." Before he 
^uld make any anfwer, Jery came round 
and flood before him with open arms.— 
At hrft, lie ftarted and changed colour; 
but after a ihorc paufe, he rurbed into hi; 
embrace, and they hugged one another as 
if chey had been intimate friends from 
their infancy : then he payed his refpedls 
to Mrs. Tabitha, and advancing to Lid- 
dy, " Is it. poflible, (cried he) that my 
" fenfet do not pUy me falfe ! — that I fee 
'* MifsMelford under my father's roof— r 
" that I am permitted to fpcak to her 
•'■ without giving offence — and that her 
*' relations have honoured me with their 
•» countenance, and protection." Liddy 
bluihedi and trembled,* and faultered-- 
** To be fure, fir, {faid flie) it is a very 

** furprifing circumftance a great— 

•• a providential 1 really know not 

*' what I fay— but I beg you will think 
•' I have faid what's agreeable." 

Mrs. Ucnnifon incerpofmg faid, " Com- 
" pofe yourfelves, my dear children.— 
•* Your mutual happinefs (hall be our 
*• peculiar care." The fon going up to 
his mother, kilTcd one hand ; my niece 
bathed the other with her tears ; and the 
good old lady prefled them both in their 
L 4 iurn» 
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turns to her breaft.~Thc lovers were too 
much aSrded to get rid of their embar- 
ralTment for one day, but the fcene was 
much enlivened by the arrival of Jack 
Witfon, who brought, as ufual, Ibme 

game of his own killing -His honcft 

countenance was a good letter of recom- 
mendation. ■'—I received him like a dear 
friend after a long fcparation ; and I could 
not help wondering to fee him fliake Jcry 
by the hand as an old acquaintance.—— 
They had, indeed, been acquainted fbme 
days, in confequence of a diverting inci- 
dent, which I ftiall explain at meeting.—^ 
1'hat fame night a confultation was held 
upon the concerns of the lovers, wheii the 
match was formally agreed to, ajid all the 
marriage-articles were fettled without th« 
leaft difpUte. — My nephew and I pro- 
mifed to make Liddy's fortune five thou- 
fand pounds. Mr. Dcnnilbn declared^ 
lie would make over one half of his eftate 
immediately to his fon, and that his 
d.iughcer-in-law {hould be fecured in a 
jointure of four hundred. — Tabby pro- 
pofed, that, confidering their youth, they 
llioiiid undergo one year at leaft of proba- 
tion before the indinbluble knot fhould be 
tied; but the young gentleman being 
very impatient and importunate, and the 
fchcme implying thai (he young couple 
ftiould 
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fiiould live in the fioiife, under the wings 
of his parents, we relblved 10 make ihem 
happy without further delay. 

As the law "requires that the parties 
fiiouId be fome weeks refident in thepa- 
rifli, we niallftay here till the ceremonv is 

performed. Mr; Lifmahago rcquefts 

that he may take the benefit of the fame 
occafion ; fo that next Sunday the banns 
wililie publifhed for all four together. — 
I doubt, I (hall not be able to pafs my 
Chriftmas with you at Brambleton-hzll. 
—Indeed, I am fo agreeably fituated in 
this place, that 1 have no defire to (hift 
my quarters ; and I forefee, that when 
the day of feparation comes, there will be 
abundance of forrow on all fides.— In tlic 
mean time, we mud make the tnolt of. 
thofe blciTinBa which Heaven bellows. — 
Confidering liow you are tethered by your 
profeOion, I cannot hope to tee you fo 
far from home ; yet the diftancc does not 
exceed a fummer-day's journey, and 
Charles Dennifon, who defires to be re- 
membered to you, would be rejoiced to 
. fee his old compotator ; but as I am now 
ftationary, I expe<^ regular anfwers to tlie 
epiftles of 

Yours invariably, 

*?*• "• Matt, Brambi.1. 
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To Sir Watkim Philz.l£5i B'SU'Vat 
Oxon. 



DEAR WAT, 

£VER Y d^ » n0w big wick incideiit 

and difcoTcr; Yoong MV. Bennifoi* 

proves to be no other thast thac idencicafe 
perfon whom I have execrated fa long, un- 
der the name of Willbn — He had eloped 
irom college ac Cambridge, t& avoid » 
match that he detefted, and a^ted in dt£> 
ferent parts of the country as a. ftroller, 
until the lady is queflion made ehoice cS 
a huftand for herfelf ; then hs returned 
to his father, anddifclofed^his paffionfov 
Liddy, which met with the approbatioR 
of his parents, though the father littlv 
imagined that ~Mr. Bramble was hia olit 
eompanion Matthew Loyd. The young 
gentlemanj being impoweredtomake ho* 
jiourable propolis ^ my uncle and ma> 
had been la fearcb oi us all over Eng- 
UiWm 
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land, without effect ; and he it was whom 
1 had reen pafs on horfeback by the wia- 
dow of the inn, where I ftood with my 
lifter, biit he little dreamed that we were 
in the hourc— As for [he real Mr. Witfon, 
wh(Mii I called forth to combat, by mit' 
take, he is the neighbour and inti- 
mate fr4end of old Mr. Dennifon, and 
this coencxion had fuggefted to the Ton 
the idea of taking chat name while he re- 
mained in obTurity. 

You may eafily conceive what pleafurc 
I moft have felt on difcovering that the 
honour of our family was in no danger 
from t^ condtidt of a filler, whom I love 
with uncommon adei^ion ; that,itiftead 
of debafiog her fentiments and views to s 
vrecched ftroller, n>e had really capti- 
.vated the heart of a gentleman, her equal 
to rank and fuperior in fortune i and that, 
as h^ parents approved of his attacl^ 
ment, I was on (be eve of acquiring a 
■brother-in-law fo worthy of my friendihip 
and efteem. George Dennifon is, with- 
out all queftion, one of the moft accom^ 
pliftied young fellows in England, His 
perfon is at once elegant and manly, and 
his underftanding highly cultivated. Tho* 
bis fpirtt is lofty, bis heart is kind y and 
]L 6 his 
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his manner lb engaging, as t6 comirtand 
veneration and love, even from malice 
and indifference. When I weigK my own 
charaifter with his, I am afbam^^ (o find 
myfelf Co lighc in the balance; but the 
comparifon excites no envy — I propofe 
him as a model fur imitation — I have 
endeavoured to recommend myfcif to his 
friendfhip, and hope I have already found 
a place in his afirdion. 1 am, however, 
mortified to reflcft what flagrant injul- 
tlce we every day commit, and what ab- 
iurd judgment we form, in viewing ob- 
jefts through the falfi^ing medium of 
■prejudice and pafiion. Had you afked 
me a few days ago, the pifture of Wilfon 
the player, I (hould have drawn a por- 
trait very unlike the real perfon and cha- 
rafter of George Ucnnifon — Without all 
doubt, the grcateil advantage acquired in 
travelling and perufmg mankind in the 
original, is that of difpelling thofe Ihame- 
ful cloudsthat darken the faculties of the 
mind, preventing it from judging with 
candour and precifion. ■ 
- The real Wilfon is a great original,^ 
and tii& - belt tempered, companionable 
man I ever knew — i qucftioh if ever he 
was angry or tow fpirited in his life. He 
makes 
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makes no pretenfions to letters -, biu he 
16 an adept in every thing c!ie that can 
'be either ufcful or entertaining. Among 
"Other qualifications, he is a complete 
'fportftnan, and counted the bcft Ihor in 
-the county. He andDennifon, and Lil- 
maha^oand I, attended by Clinker, weat 
a-(hooting yefterday, and made great ha- 
vock among the partridges — To-morrow 
we fhatl taice the field againfl the wood- 
cocks and fnipes: In the evening we 
dance and ling, or ptay at commerce, loo, 
and quadrille. 

' Mr, Dennifon is an elegant poet, and 
has written fome detached pieces on the 
iubjeft of his paffion for Liddy, which 
■mull be Very flattering to the vanity of 
a young woman — Perhaps he is one of 
the greateft theatrical geniufcs thac ever 
"appeared. He fometimes entertains us 
■with reciting favourite fpceches from our 
"beft plays. We are reiblvcd to convert 
the great hall into a theatre, and get up 
■the5Ma«5/r(i/u^«»without delay— I think 
I ftiall make no contemptible figure in 
the character of Scrub; and Lifmahago 
•wHl be very great in Captain Gfbbet — Wil- 
fon undertakes to entertain the country 
people with Harlequin Skeletsn, for which 
he has got a jacket ready painted with his 
own hand. 

Our 
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Our fociety is really cncbancmg. Even 
the feverity of LtfmahBgo relaxes, and 
the vinegar of Mrs. Tabby is remarksMy 
dulcified, ever Once it was ^reed that 
ihe Oioutd take precedency ot her niece 
in being firfl noofed : for, you muft know, 
the day is fixed for Ltddy's marriage; 
and the banns for both couples have b^n 
already once publiihcd in the paiifli 
church. The Captain earncftly begged 
that one trouble might ferve for aU, and 
Tabitha afiented with a vile afiedatiOD 
of relu6tance. Her Inamorato, who came 
hither very flenderly cquipt, has fent for 
his baggage to London, which, in aQ 
probability, will not arrive in time for the 
wedding ; but it is of no great confc' 
(]uencc, as every thing is to be traofaded 
with the utmoft privacy — Meanwhile, 
directions are given for making out the 
contra&s of marriage, which are very fa*> 
vourable for both females-, Liddy will be 
ferured in agood jointure ^ and bet aunt wijl 
remain miftrefs of her own fortune, ex- 
cept one half of the interefl, which her 
huiband fiiall have a right to enjoy for 
his natural life : I think this is as little in 
confcience as catt be done for a man 
who yokes with liich, a partner for 
life. 

Th^& 
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. Thcfe expectants feemto be ib happy, 
that if Mr. Dennilbn had aa agreeable 
daughter, I believe I Ihouid be for making; 
the third couple in this country danre. 
The humour lecins to be infeflious i for 
CUnkcr^ ahas L.oyd, has a month's mind 
to play the fool, in the fame falhioOi with 
Mrs. Wimfrcd Jenkins. He has ever* 
founded me on the fubjei^ v but I have 
given tiim no encouragement to profecute 
Uiis fcheme — ^I told him I thoi^ht he 
night do bcRer, as there was no engage- 
ment nor promife fubfifting ; that 1 did 
not know what dcfigns my uncle might 
have formed for his advantage } but i 
was of opinion, that he ihouid not, at 
prefentt run the rifque of difob%ing hinv 
by any premature Application oi this 
nature— —Hsneft Humphry proteftcd 
he would fuifer death fdoner than do 
er fay any thing that fliould give 
offence to the 'fquire r but he owned he 
had a kindnefs ^r the young woman, and 
had reafon to think (he loolwd upon him< 
with a favourable eye ; that he conTider- 
cd this mutual manifieftation of good wil]» 
as an engagement undcrftoo<^ which. 
ought to be binding to the confclence of 
aBhoncftmani. and be hoped the'fquire^ 
and 
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and I would be of the fame opinion, 
when we fliould be at Icifure to beftow 
any thought about the malter^l believe 
he is in the right ; and we Ihall Bnd time 
to take his cafe mto confideration — You 
fee We are fixed for for fome weeks at 
Icaft, and as youi'bave had a long refpitc, 
1 hope you will begin immediately to 
difchargc the arrears due to 



Your affcilionate, . 

' J. MsLfORO, 



To 
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To Mifs LjEtitia Willis, at 
Glouceftcr. 

. MY DEAR, DEAR LETTY, 

. NEVER did I fit down to write in 
fuch agitation as 1 now feci — In the courfe 
of a few days, we have met with a nuni> 
ber of incidents fo wonderful and interelt- 
iog, that all iliy kleas are thrown into con- 
fufion and perplexity — You muft not ex- 
peft either method or coherence in what 
I am going to relate — my dearcft Willis; 
Since my lail, the afpet5b of affairs is 
totally changed ! — and ia changed ! — but, 
I would fain give you a regular detail- 
In paffing a river, about eight days ago, 
our coach was overturned, and fome of 
us narrowly efcaped with life — My uncle 
■had well nigh perilhed — O Heaven, I 
cannot reflett upon that circumftance 
without horror — 1 fliould have loft my belt 
friend, my father and protcflor, but for 
the refolution and aftivity of his fcrvant 
Humphry Clinker, whom Providence 
really 
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really feems to have placed near him for 
the ncccffity of this occafion. — I would 
not be thought fuperllitious ; but furely 
he- aded from a llronger impulfe than 
common fidelity — Was it not the voice 
of nature that loudly called upon him to 
fave the life of his own father? for, O 
Lcuy, it was difcovcred that Humphry 
Clinker was my uncle's natural fon. 

Almoft at the fame inftant, a gentle' 
man, who came to oflkr us his. afliftaace, 
and invite us- to his houfe, turned out to 
be ^ very old friend of Mr. Bramble—* 
His: name h Mr. Dennifont one o& the 
worthieft men living ; and hi» lady is a 
pcrfed 6iint' upon-earth. They, have aa 
only- fon — who do you think ir this otdj 
fbnf — O Lctty! — O graciotu heaven J 
how my heart palpitates, wibenrteUyoa 
that this on^ fon of Mr. Denmfoni is that 
very identical youth who, under the name 
of Wilfon, has made fuch ravage in my 
heart! — Yes, my dear friend ! Wilfonana 
I are now lodged in the fame houfe, and 
converfe together freely— His father ap- 
proves of his fentiments in my favour 9 
his mother loves me with all the tendep- 
nefs of a parent ; my uncle, my aunt, and 
my brother, no longer oppofe my inclU 
nations— On the contrary, they have »• 
greed 
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greed to make us happy without delay ( 
and if* three weeks or a month, if no 
uNforefeen accident intervenes, yourfriend 
X-irdia Melford, will have changed her 
name and condition— I fay, if »» accident 
iiftervtneSf becaufe fuch a torrent of fuc- 
cefs makes me tremble I — I wi(h there 
- may noc be fomcthing treacherous in this 
fuddcn roconciliatton offontune — I have 
no merit — l have no title to fuch felicity ? 
Farfrom enjoying the profped that lies be>- 
&re me, mjr mind is harraHedwith a cbnt- 
tkiued tumult, made up of hopes and . 
vtilhes, doubts and apprehenQons — I can 
neither eat tux deep, and my fpirits are 
in pctpetual flutter.— I more than ever 
ftel' that vacancy in my heart, which your 
ptrfence alone can- fi^L— The mind, in 
every difquiet, feelcs to repofe itfelf on 
the boTom of a friend ; and this is fuch a 
trial as I really know not how to fupporc 
without yeur ccHnpany and counfcl — I 
moft therefore, dear I^tty, put your 
friendihip to the teft — I muft beg you 
will come and do the laft offices of maiden* 
hood to your companion Lydia MeU - 
ford. 

This letter goes tnclofed in one to our 
worthygovernefs, from Mrs. Dennifbn, en- 
treating her to interpofe with your mamma» 
thae 
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that you may be allowed to favour us 
with your company on this occafion; and 
I flatter myfclf chat no material objedion 
can be made to our requeft — ^The diftancc 
from hence to Gloucefter, does not exceed 
one hundred miles, and the roads are 
good. — Mr. Clinker, alias Loyd, Ihall be 
lent over to attend your motions — If you 
ilep into the poft-chaife, with your maid 
Betty Barker, atfcven in the morning, you 
■will arrive by four in the afternoon at the 
half-way houfe, where there is good ac- 
commodation. There you IhalT be met 
by my brother and myfclf, who will next 
day conduft you to this place, where, I 
am fure, you will find yourfelf perfeftly 
■at your eafe in the midft of an agreeable 
fociety. — Dear Letty,: I will take no rc- 
fufal — if you have any friendfliip — any 
humanity — you willcoone. — 1 defire that 
immediate application may be made to 
your mamma ; and that the moment 
her pcrmiOibn is obtained, you will 
apprife 

You ever faithful, 

■ Ofl. 1*. Lydia Melforb. 
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To Mrs. Jermyn, at her houfc in 
Gloucefter, 



SEAR MADAM, 

- THOUGH I was not fo fortunate as 
to be favoured with an anfwer to the 
letter with which I troubled you in the 
fprin^, I ftilt flatter myfelf that you re- 
tain lome regard for me and my con- 
cerns. . I am fure the care and ten- 
dernefs with which I was treated, under 
your roof and tuition, demand the warm- 
eft returns of gratitude and afFedtion on 
my part, and thefe fentiments, I hope, 1 
fhall cherilh to ray dying day — At prefent, 
I think it my duty to make you acquaint- 
ed with the happy -iffue of that indifcrc- 
tion by which I incurred your difpleafure, 
— Ah ! madam, the flighted Wilfon is 
mctamorphofed into George DennJfon, 
only fon and heir of a gentleman, whofe 
chara£ter is fecond to none in England, 
as vou may undeirftand. upon .inquiry. 
My 
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Mf guardians, my brother and I, are 
now in his houfc; and an immediate 
union of the two families Is to take place 

in the perfons of the young gentleman 
and your poor Lydia Mclford. — You wiji 
eafily conceive haw embarrading this fi- 
tuation mull be to a young inexperienced 
creature like me, of weak nerves and 
{Irong apprehenfions; and how much the 
prefcnce of a friend and confidante'would 
encourage and fupport me on tliis ocra- 
fion. You know, that of all the young 
ladies, Mifs Willis was (he that poHcfTed 
the grcatefl: Ihare of my confidence and 
aficAion ; and, therefore, I fervently wifli 
to have the happinefs of her company at 
this interefttog crifis. 

Mrs. Dennifon, who is the objeA of 
universal love and efleem, has, at my re- 
queft, written to you on this fubjeft, and 
I now beg leave to reinforce her follicita- 
tion. — My dear Mrs. Jcrmyn ! my ever 
honoured governefsl let me conjure you 
by that fondnefs which oncediflinguiOied 
your favourite Liddy ( by that bcnevo< 
ience of heart which difpt^es you to pro- 
mote the happinefs of your fellow-crea- 
tures in general I lend a favourable ear 
to my petition, and ufe your influence 
with 
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wich Letty's mamma, that my mod earneit 
deflre may be gratified. Should I be 
indulged io this particular, I will engage 
to return her fafe, and even to accom- 
pany her to Gloceder, where, if you 
will give me leave, I will prefent to you, 
under another name, 

Dear madam, 

Youf mofl: affeftionate 

humble fervant, 

and fKnitent, 

oft- •4' LrDiA MetPo»D# 



To 
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To Mrs. Mary Jones, at Bramble- 
ton- hall. 

O MARY JONES \ MARV JONES 1 

I HAVE met with fo many axidents, 
fuprifals, and tcrriBcations, that I ant in 
a parfeck fantigo, and believe I Ihall ne- 
ver be my own felf again. Lall week I 
was dragged out of a river lil^ a drown- 
ed rat, and loft a bran-new night-cap, 
with a fulfur ftay-hook, that coft me a 
good half-a-crown, and an odd (hoe of 
green gallow monkey j bpfides wetting 
my cloaths and taring my fmuck, and an 
ugly gafh made in the back part of my 
thy, by the ftump of a tree — To be furc 
Mr. Clinker tuck me out of the cox ; but 
he left me on my back in the water, to 
go to the 'fquire ; and I mought have had 
a watry grave, if a miliar had not brought 

me to the dry land But, O ! what 

choppings and changes girl — The player 

man that came after mifs Liddy, and 

frightened me with a beard at Briftol ' 

r Well 
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Well, is now matthewmurphy'd into afinc 
young gentleman, fon and iiarc of 'fquire 
Dollilbn — We are all together in the fame 
houfe, and all parties have agreed to the 
match, and in a fortnite the furrymony 
wiy be preformed. 

But this is not the only wedding we are 
to have — Miftrifs is refolvcd to have the 
feme frolick, in the naam of God ! Laft 
Sunday in the parifh crutch, if my own 
ars may be truftcd, ihc clerk called the 
banes of marridge betwixt Opaniah Lafh- 
meheygo, and Tapitha Bramplc, fpinfter ; 
he mought as well have called her inkle- 
weaver, for ihe never fpun and hank of 
yarn in her life — Young 'fquire Dollifon 
and mifs Liddy make the fecond kipple j 
and there might have been a turd, buc 
times are changed with Mr. Clinker — O, 
Molly ! what do'ft think ? Mr. Clinker 
is found to be a pye-blow of our own 
'iquire, and his rite naam is Mr. Mattew 
I-oyd (thof God he nofe how that can 
be)i and he is now out of livery, and 
wares rufflc;s — but I new him when he was 
out at elbows, and had not a rag to kiver 
his piftercrocs j fo he need not hold his 
head fo high — He is for fartain very um- 
ble and compleafanc, and purtcAs as how 
he has the fame regard as before ^ but 

Vol. III. M that 
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that he is no longer his own mafter, and 
cannot portend to marry without the; 
*fquir^s confent — He fays we moft- wait 
with patience, and truft to Providence, 
and fuch nonfenfe — But if fo be as how 
his regard be the fame, why- ftand fliilly 
flialiy ? Why not ftrike while the iron is 
hot, and fpcak to the 'fquire without- lois- 
of tiAe? — What fufcyed ion canihe'iqoirc- 
make to our coming together ? — Thotmy 
father wan't a gentleman, ray mother w«- 
an honett woman — I did'n't come on- the 
wrong fide of the blanket", giri-.-My-pa- 
rents were marred according tothe- rights 
of holy mother crutch, in the face of men 
and angles — Mark that, Mary Jones. 

Mr. Clinker (Loydlwould fay) hadbeft 
look to his tackle — There be other chaps 

in the market, as the faying is What 

would he fay if I Ihould except the foot 
and farvice of the young 'fquirc's valley ? 
Mr. Machappy is a gentleman bor», aod 
has been abroad- in the wars — He has a 
world of buck krning, and fpeaks 
French, and Ditch, and Scotch, and all 
manner of outlandifli lingosj to be fure 
he's a little the worfe for the ware, and 
is much given to drink ■, but then he's 
good-tempered in his liquor, and a pru- 
dent woman mought wind hira about her 
finger 
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—But I have no thoughts of him, I'll 

affure you 1 fcorn for to do, or to 

f»y, or to think/ any thing that mought 
give tmbrecch to Mr. Loyd, without 
furder occafion — But then I have fuch 
vapours, Molly — I fit and cry by myfelf, 
and takeafs of otida, andTmill to burnt fa- 
thers, and kindal-fnuifs ; and I pray con- 
ftancly for greafc, that I may have a 
glimpfc of the new-light, to (hew me the 
w^ through this wretched veil of tares— 
And yet, I want for nothing in this fa- 
silly of love, where every fole is fo kind 
and fa courteoua, that wan would think 
tbey afc fo many funts in haven. Dear 
Molly, I recommend myfelf to your 
pTjf «rs, being,, with my (arvicc to Saul, 

yaur ever lovingj 

md dtfcouofdled frieod> 

oar. I+. WiN. Jenkins. 
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To Dn Lewis. 



YOU cannot imagine what plcafure I 
have in feeing your hand-writing, after 
fuch a long cefTation on your fide of our 
correfpondence — Yet, Heaven knows,, I 
have often feen your hand-wriciag with 
difguQ: — I mean, when it appeared in ab- 
breviations of apothecary's Latin — I Iik« 
your hint of making intercft for the rever- 
lion of the collcftor's place, for Mr. Lif- 
mahago, who is much plcafcd with the 
I'chemcj and prefcnts you with his com- 
plinfients and befl thanks for thinking^fo 
kind of his dortcerns — The man feems 10 
mend, upon further acquaintance. That 
harfli rcferve, which formed a difagrcc- 
able hulk about his chara£ter, begins to 
peel off in the courfc of our communica- 
tion 1 have great hopes that he and 

Tabby will be as happily paired as any 

two draught animaU in the kingdom ; 

and 
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and I make no doubt but that he will 
prove a valuable acquifition to our little 
focieiy, in the article of convcrfation, by 
the firc-fidc in winter. 

Your objedion 10 my paffing this feafon 
of the year at fuch a diftance from hpme, 
.woujd have more weight if I did' not 
find myfclf pcrfeflly at my cafe where I 
am i and my health {o much improved, 
that 1 am difpofcd to bid defiance to gout 
snd rheuiqatifm. — i begin to think 1 have 
put myfelf on the fuperannu^ted lift too 
JQon, and abfurdty fought for health in 
the retreats of lazinefs — I acn perfuaded 
that all valetudinarians are too fedentaryj 

too regular, and. too cautious- We 

ihould fomecimefi ihcreafe the motion of 
the Biachine, to unclag the tebtils ef lift % 
and now and then take a plunge amidft 
the waves of excefs, in order to cafe-har- 
<]enthe constitution. 1 have even found 
a change of company as ncceflary as a 
change of air, to prooiote a vigorous cir- 
culation of the fpirits, which is the very 
e0ence and criterion of good health. 

Since my lafl;, 1 have been performing 
the duties of friendlhip, that required a 
great deal of cxercife, from which I hope 
to derive fomc benefit — Underftanding, 
by the greateft accident in the world, that 
M 3 Mr. 
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Mr. Baynard's wife was dangcroufly ill cC 
ft pleuritic fcycr, I borrowed Dennifon^ 
poft-chaifc, and went a-crofs rise country 
to his habitation, attended' oiylr. bf Leyd 
^quondam Clii>ker)onhorrcback. — Asthe 
-diftance is not above thirty miles, I ar- 
rived about four in the aftei^ioon, and 
meeting the ph^Ikian At the door, was 
informed that his patient had juft-rxjiired. 
—I was inftatitly feized wit'h a vtotetK «• 
mottoH, bat it wasnotgrief.— "niefanri- 
ly being in confufion, I. ran up ftait? inv> 
the chamber, where, indeed, they wei«e 
all aflcmblcd — The aont ftood wringing 
lier hands in a kind of -ftupefaftioB "of 
forrow, but my friend afted aH ttie ex- 
travagancies of affliftion He heW the 

' body in -his artnsj and poured fertli fodh 
a lamentation, dm -one would lucre 
thought belittd loft the raoft amiaHe coB- 
fort and valuable companion upon estifh, 
Afitftion may certainly eKfft wdepeti- 
denl of eftcem ; Tiay, the fame objeft may 
be lovely in one refpeft, and deteftaHe 
in anoctrcr— The mind tias a furprtfing 
fa-cuky of accomnrodawng, and even at- 
taching itfcif, infuch a manner, bydintbf 
- ufe, to thir,[;s that are in their own nature 
difagTccabk, and even pernicious, rh« it 
cannot bear to be delivered from them 
with* 
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witljout reluctance and regret. Baynard 
was (o abibrbed in his 'delirium, that he dtd 
not perceive mc when I entered, and de- 
firedoneof the women tocondiifl: the aunt 
into her own chamber. — At the fame time 
I begged the tutor to withdraw the boy, 
who ft'ood gafing in a corner, very little 
afictaed with the diftrefs of the fcenc.-T- 
Thefe fteps being taken, I waited tilt the 
firit violence ofmy friend*s tranfport was 
abated, then difengaged him gently from 
the melincholy obje£t, and led him by the 
baad into another apartment ; though he 
i^Ugglcd fo hardi, that 1 was obliged to 
have recourie to the afli(l:ance of his valet 

de chambre. In a few minutes, liow- 

evcr, he recolleded himfeli^ and folding 
me in his arms, *' This (cried he) is a 
" &ien^y office, indeed!- — I know not 
" }iow you canre hither r, but, I think* 
*' Heaven fentjou to prevent my going- 
. " dtJiraaed.^O Matthew ! 1 have loft 
" my dear Hart-ici !— my poor, gentle, 
*■ tender creature, that loved me with fuch 
" warmth and purity of afleftion — my 
** conftant toifipanion of twenty years ! 
*' -^She's gone-^fhc*s g©ne for ever ! — 

" Heaven and earth ! where is flic? 

« Death ftiail not part us !"' 

M 4 . Sq 
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So faying; he ftarted up, and could 
hardly be with-held from returning to the 
fcene we had quitted — You will perceive 
it would have been, very abfurd for nie 
to argue with a man that talked Co madly. 

■ — On all fuch occafions, the firft torrent 
of pallion muft be allowed to fubiide 
gradually. — I endeavoured to beguile his 
arcention by ftarting little hints and inli- 
nuating other objcfts of difcourfe imper- 

■ cepribly ; and being exceedingly pleafed 

■ in my own mind at this cvent»- I exerted 
myfclf with fuch an extraordinary flow of 

' fpirits as was attended with fuccers.-^— 
In a fev hours, he was calm enough to 
hearreafon, and even to own that Hea- 
ven could ''not have interpofcd moreieffcc- 

"tually to refcue him from difgrace and 
ruin. — That he might not, however, rc- 
lapfe into weakncfles for want of com- 
pany, I paiTcd the night in his chamber, 
in a little tent bed brought thither on pur- 
pofe i and well it was I took this precau- 
tion, for he ftarrcd up in bed feveral 
times, and would have played the fool, 
if I had not been prefent. 
' Next day he was in a condition to 

■ talk of bufincfs, and veftcd me with 
iu\i authority over his houlhold, which I 

began 
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begaji to exercife Without lofs of time, 
tho* not before he knew and approved of 
the fchcmc I had projefted for his advan- 
tage. — He would have quitted the houfe 
immediately ; but this retreat I oppofcd. 

Far from encouraging a temporary 

difgufl, which might degenerate into an 
habitual a^erfion, I refolved, if poflible, 
to attach him more than ever to his Houf- 
hold Gods, — I gave dire<^ions for -the fu- 
neral to be as private as was confiftefit 
with decency 1 I wrote to London, that 
an inventory and eftimate might be made 
pf the furniture and effcfts in his lown- 
houfe, and gave notice to the landlord, 
that'Mr. Baynard ihould quit the prcmi- 
fes a^ Lady-day ; I fet a p^rfon at work 
to take account of every thing in ihe 
country-houfc, including horfes, carriages, ^ 
and harncfs ; I fettled the young gentle- 
man at<a boarding-fchool, kept by a cler- 
gyman in the neighbourhood, and thither 
he went without reluiftance, as toon as he 
"Hnew that he was to be troubled no more 
with his tutor, whom we difmilTed. — The 
aunt continued very fuUen, and never ap- 
peared at table, though Mr. Baynard payed, 
his refpefts to her every day in her own. 
chamber -, there alfo Ihe held conferences 
with the waiting-women and other fcr- 
M 5 vajJI* 
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vants of the family : but, themoment her 
nicce'was interred, fhe went away in a poft- 
cliaife prepared for that purpofe : (be did 
rot leave the hoiife, however, without 
giving Mr. Baynard to undcfftand, that 
the wardrobe of her niece was the perqui- 
Jite of her wotnan -, accordingly that 
■worthlcfs drab received all the clothes, 
laces, and linen of hertieceafed miftrefs, 
to the value of five hundred pounds, at a 
modcrarc computation. 

The next ftep I took was to dift>and 
that legion of fupernumerary domeftics, 
who had preyed fo long upon the vitals 
of my friend : a parcel of idle drones, 
fo intolerably infolent, that they even 
treated their own m^r with the hioft 
contemptuous- negleft. They had been 
generally hired by his wife, according to 
the recommendation of hw woman, and 
thefe were the only patrons to whom they 
payed the leaft deference. I had there- 
fore uncommon fatisfa^^ion in clearing ih« 
houfe of thofe vermin. The woman of 
the deccafed, and a chambermaid, a falct 
de cbambre, a butler, a French cook, a 
maftergardner, two footmen, and a coach- 
man, 1 payed off", and turned out of th* 
houfe immediately, paying to each a. 
month's wages in lieu of warnitig.' Thofc 
vhom 



i„M(>.Goo*^lc 



HUMPHRY CLINKER, 251 
whom I retainrd, confifted of a female 
cook, wlio hdd been alTiItant to the French- 
man, a houfe tnald, an old lacquey, « 
poflilion, and under-gardener. Thus I 
removed at once H huge mountain of ex- 
pence and care from the fhoulders of my 
friend, who could hardly believe tlie evi- 
dence of his own fenfes, when he found 
himfelf fo fuddcniy and fo effeftually re- 
lieved. His heart, however, was ftill 
fubjed to vibrations of tendernefs,, 
which returned ac certain intervals, ex- 
torting fighs, and tcafs, and exclamation* 
of grief and impatience: but thefe fits- 
grew every day Icfs violent and Icfs fre- 
quent, 'till at length his reafon obtained 
a complete victory over the infirmities of 
his nature. 

Upon an accurate inquiry into the ftate 
of his affairs, 1 find his debts amount to- 
twenty thouiand pounds, for eighteen 
thoufand pounds of which fum his eftate 
is mortgaged *, and as he pays five per 
cent, intereft, and fome of his farms arc 
unoccupied, he does not receive abovt 
two hundred pounds a year clear from his 
lands, over and above the intereft of his 
wife's fortune, which produced eight hun- 
dred pounds annually. For lightening 
ibishcav; burthen, I devifcd the follow- 
M 6 ihg 
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ing expedient. — His wife's jewels, toge- 
ther with his fuperfluous plate and furni- 
ture in both houlcs, his horfes and carri- 
ages, which are already advenifed to be 
fold by audion, will, according to the cf- 
timatc, produce two thouland five hun- 
dred pounds in ready money, with which 
the -debt will be immediately reduced to 
«ightcea thouland pounds — ^I have undcr- 
tafcen to fitid him ten thoufand pounds at 
four per cent, by which means he will 
lave one hundred a-ycar in the article of 
MTcrrft, and perhaps wc fliall be able to 
boirow the other eight ihoufand on the 
fame lerms. According to his own fchcme 
«f a country life, he fays he can live com- 
fortably forthree hundred pounds a-year; 
iiut» as he has a fon to educate, we wiJI 
allow liim Bve hundred ; then there will 
t)e an accumulating fund of feven hun- 
*dred a-year, principal and interest, to pay 
«ff tlie incumbrance-, and, I think, we 
may modc(tly-add three hundred, on the 
■prcfumption of new-leafing and improv- 
ing the vacant farms : fo that, tn a couple 
■of years, I fuppofe tliere will be above a 
ihoufand a-ycar appropriated to liqiiidate 
A debt of fixicen thoufand. 

We forthwith began to clafs and let 
'j\pa« ihe articles defigned for fale, under 
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^e dircAion of an upholder from Lon- 
-jdon; and, that nobody in the houfc might 
- he idle, commenced our reformation with- 
out doors, as well as within. With Bay- 
nard's good leave, I ordered the gardener 
to turn the rivulet into its old channel, 
CO refresh the fainting Naiads, who had fa 
long languiftied among mouldring roots, 
withered leaves, and dry pebbles, — The 
fhrubbery is condemned to extirpation i 
and the pleafure- ground will be reftored 
to its original ufe of com-gcjd and paf- 
turc. — Orders are giren for rebuilding the 
walls of the garden at the back of the 
lioufe, and for planting clumps of firs, in- 
termingled with beech and chcfnor, at tlie 
%aft end, which is now quite expofed to 
the furly blafts that come from that quar- 
ter. All thefe works being aftually be* 
. gun, and the houfe and auiftion left to 
the 'care and management of a reputable 
■attorney, I brought Baynard along with 
me in thechaife, and made -him acquaint- 
■ed with Dennifon, whofe goodnds of heart 
■would not fail -to engage hi^ efteem and 
affeftion. — He is indeed charmed with 
'our fociety in general, and declares that 
he never faw the theory of true .pleafure 
•reduced to praftice before. — I really be- 
lieve it would iiot be an cafy ta£k to hnd 
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fuch a nombef of individuals aflcffibled 
under one roof, more happy than wc ok 
at prcfcnt. 

1 muft tell you, however, in coafidence, 
I fufped Tabby of tcrgiverfatitwi. — I have 
been lb long accuftomed to ch«t original, 
that I know all the caprices of btf hearti 
and can often perceive her defigns while 
they are yet in embrib'^he attached her- 
felf to Lifoiahago for no other reafoa 
but that flie dcTpaired of miUuflg a more 
agreeable COnqircft.'-'At pre(ent» ^ 1 am 
not much miftaktn in my obfervation, ihc. 
would gladly conrert the widowhood of 
Baynard to her own advantage. — Siece he 
arrived, fhc has behaved very Coldly to 
the captain, and ftrove t6 fttAen on the 
other'* heart, with the hebks of over- 
Itfained civility.-u-Thcfe muft: be the ia* 
ftinftivceffbnsof herconfticutido> rathtr 
thui the cffeds of any detibbrate defign $ 
for matters are carried to fuijh a length 
«ith the lieutenant, ^atAie could not re- 
trad with any regard to confcieACe or re- 
pUtaiiOHv Belides, flie will meet with 
AOthiOg but indifference or everilanoh the 
Mt of Itaynard, who has too mtfch fenfe 
to think of fuch a pirtirtr at any time*. 
and too much idelicocy to admit a thought 
of asy Hich cotmexion at tbe prcfcot junc- 
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tore— Meanwhile, 1 have prevailed upon 
bA io I« him have four thotfand j«)undi 
at four per cent, towards paying off his 
mortgage. Young Denniron has agreed 
that Liddy's fortune fhall be appuopriat- 
ed to the fame purpofe, on the fame terms. 
—His father will fell out three thoufand 
pounds ftock for his accommodation.—^ 
FaTirter Blat^d has, at the defire of WU- 
ftm, uhdcrtaken for two ihoufand ; and I' 
moft make an eiFort to advance what fur- 
ther will be required to take my friend 
out of the hands of the Philiftines. Ht 
is fo pleafed with the improvements made 
on this eftate, which is all cultivated like 
a garden, that he has entered himfeif as a. 
pypil in farming to Mr. Dcnnifon, and re- 
felved to attach himfeif wholly to the prac- 
tice of hufbandry. 

Every thing is now prepared for ow 
double wedding. The marriage-articles 
for both couples are drawn and executed t 
and the ceremony only waks until the 
parties fliall have been refident in the 
pari(hthetcrmprcli:rib«d by law. Young 
■ Dennifon betrays fome fymptoms of im- 
patience ; but, Lifnnahago bears this 
neceffary delay with the temper of a phi- 
lofophcr.— You muft know, the captain 
docs not ftftnd nUogetberon the foumJa- 
tiea 
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tiOQ of perfonal merit. Befides his half- 

pajr, amounting to two and forty pounds 
• ycar> this indefatigable oeconomift has 
amaHed eight hundred pounds, which be 
]ias fecured in the funds. Thi^ fom ari&s 
partly from his pay's ruxining up while 
lie remained .among the Indians^ partly 
^rom what he Feceived as a confideratioQ 
for the difierence between his full ap* 
pointment and the half-pay, to which he 
IS now reftriaed ; and partly from the 
profits of a little traffic he drove in pel- 
.trv, during his fachemlhip among the 
Miamis. 

Liddy's fears and perplexities liave 
teen much afluaged by the company of 
one Mifs Willis, who had been her inti- 
mate companion at the boarding- fcljocj. 
Her parents' had been earneftly follicited 
so allow her making this friendly vifit on 
Juch an extraordinary occaGon ^ and two 
.days ago (he arrived with her mother, 
5vho did. not chufc that Jhe fliould com£ 
.without a proper goiivernante. Xheyoung 
Jady is very fprighily, handfome, and a- 
^reeable, and the mother a mighty good 
. Jort of a woman; fo that their. coming 
,adds confidcrably to our enjoyment. But 
jwe Ihall have a third couple yoked in ^e 
imatctmanial chain. Mr. Clinker Loyd 
has 
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has made humble remonftrance, through 
the canal of my nephew, fctting forth the 
iincere Jove and affeflion mutually fub- 
fifting between him and Mrs. Winifred 
Jenkins, and praying my confent to their 
coming together for life. I would have 
wiihed that Mr. Clinker had kept out of 
this Icrape; but as the nymph's happincfs 
is at ftake, and Ihe has. had already iaajc 
fits in the way of dcfpondence, I, in order 
to prevent any tragical cata&rophe, have 
given him leave to play the fool, in .imi< 
tation of his betters j and I fuppofe^ wc 
fhall in time have a whole litter of his 
progeny at Brambleton-hall. The feU 
low is ftout and lufty, very fobcr and 
confcientious ; and the wench feems to 
be as great an enthufiaft in love as in re- 
ligion. 

I wilh you would think of employing 
him fomc other way, that the parilh may 
not be overftocked — you know he has 
been bred a farrier, confequently belongs 
to the faculty ; and as he is very docile, 
1 make no doubt but, with your good in- 
ftruflton, he may be, in a little time, 
'qualified to ad as a Wellh apothecary. 
Tabby, who never did a favour with a 
good grace, has confetited, with great re- 
ru£taDce,£o this match. Perhaps it hurts 
her 
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her pride, as Ibe newconfidcre CUakcr 
in the light of a relation 4 but, I believe, 
her objcdtons arc of a more felfifti <*- 
cure. She declares ihe cannot think of 
retaining the wife of Matthew Loyd in 
the chara&er of a fervam ; and flie fore- 
fees, that on fuchon occafion tbewoimn 
trill expert fotnc gratihcatidn -for her.paft 
ftrvices. Ai fbr Clinker, exclufive of 
other confideratioM, be is fo trufty, bravt, 
afic&iomte, and alert, aod I owe hioi fuch 
perfonal obli^tions, that he meriCs cook 
than all the indulgence tJiat can p«fltbly 
be Ibcwn him, bjr 
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To SirW-ATKiN Fhilli^b, Bar*. AC 
Oxon, 



PEAR KNIGHT, 

THE fatal knots are now tied. The 
comedy is near a clofe -, and the curtain 
js leady to drop : but, the laaer fcenes 
of thra aft I flrall rccaphulatie in »rdcT.-^ 
About a fortnight ago, my uncle made 
an rxcurlion aicrofs the country, and 
brau^t tiithcfr "a particular friend, one 
Mr. Baynard, who has juft loft his wife, 
ami was for {ometimcdifGonfotoe, though 
try ^i accounts tfe had tnoch more cawc 
far joy than for fomw at this e<tnt.-*- 
Hts conntcnancey however, clears up a- 
pacc; and he appears to be a ptrfon of 
rare'accompiiihmentB. — But, we have re- 
«iv«d another ftiU more agreeable rein- 
ftyrctmeirt to nur company, by the arrival 
of Mifs WilHs from Gloceftcr. She waa 
LicWy's bofom friend at boarding fchool, 
and being earneftly follicitcd to affift at 
thenuptials, her mother was foubliging as 
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to granc my Tifter's rcqueft, and even to 
come with her in pcrfon. Liddy, accom- 
panied by George Dennifon and me, gave 
ihcm the meeting half-way, and next day 
conducted them hither in fafecy, Miis 
.Willis is a charming girl, and, in point of 
difpofition, an agreeable contraft to my 
£fter, who is rather coo grave and fenti- 
mental for my turn of mind. — The other 
is gay, frank, a little giddy, and always 
'.good-hiimoured. She has, naoreovcr, a 
genteel fortune, is wellborn, ai)d remark- 
ably handfome.— Ah Phillips I if tbefe 
<jualities were permanent — if hec humQur 
would never change, nor her beauties de- 
.cay, what efforts would I not make — But 
• thcic are idle refleftionsr— my deftiny muft 
one day be ful61tcd. 

At [>r«Jent we pafs the time as agree- 
ably as we can. — We have got up feveral 
. farces, which 3>fibrded unfpeakable enter- 
tainment by the effefts they produced 
among the country people, who are ad> 
milted to all our exhibitions. — Twd nights 
ago. Jack Wilfon acquired great applaufc 
in Harlequin Skeleto/i, and Lifmahago 
furprizcd. us all in the chara£ter of Pierot. 
^ — His long lank fides, and Hfong marked 
features, were all peculiarly adapted to his 
part. — —He appeared with a ludicrous 
ftare. 
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flare, from which he had difcharged all 
meaning : he adopted the imprelTions of 
fear and amazement fo naturally, that 
many of the audience were infefled by 
his looks ; but when the fkeleton held 
him in chace his horror became moft di- 
vcrtingly pifturefque, and fcemcd to en- 
dow him with fuch prseternatural agility 
IS confounded all the fpei^ators. It was 
B lively reprefcntation of Death in purfuit 
of Confumption, and had fuch an cffeSt 
upon the commonalty, that feme of them 
ftirieked aloud, and others ran out of the 
hall in the ucmoft conflrrnation. 

This is not the only inftance in which 
the lieutenant has lately excited our won- 
der. His temper, which had been fourcd 
and fhrivelled by difappointment and 
chagnn, isnow fwelled out, and fmoothed 
like a raifin in piitm- porridge. From 
being refcrved and punftilious, he is 
become eafy and obliging. He cracks 
jokes, laughs and banters, with the mod: 
facetious familiarity ; and, in a word, en^r 
ters into all our fchemes of merriment 
and paftimc — The other day hts baggage 
arrived in thtf waggon from London, con- 
tained in two large trunks and a long 
-deal box not unlike a coffin. The trunks 
were filled with his wardrobe, which he 
difplaycd 
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diipjftyed for the entertjunmeot of tho 
corapany, and be- frcelf owned, tbac it 
confiQxcl chiefly of the opinafpolia ti^n 
in battle. What he fd«£^d- ior hiswed- 
diog fuic, was' a tarniflifd white cloth 
faced wi^bJuc- velvety embrojdefed with 
niver; but, be valued himfejf moft upon 
a tyc-periwig, in vriiich hrhad made his 
£rft appe»ruicff as a.lawyar thoya tbiriy 
years ago. This iDachioe had been la 
buclcleevficGnce, and aow alithe fervams 
in tire family were etnployied to friez it 
out fisr the occalkia* which wa9.))e^rday 
celebrated^ at the pariflx, chtioch. Georgt 
Dennifon and. his bride were difting^filed 
by nothing extraordinary in their appapHi 
His eyes lightefled wi^h cBgerners and 
joy, and: Ihe trembled, with coynefs ftnd 
confufion. My uncle gave her awayt.and 
her friend Willis fiipporccd her during 
the ceremony. 

But my aunt and her paramour took 
the pasr and' formed, indeed, fuoti a ^ir 
of originals, as, L beijcve,. all England 
could not parallel. She was- drefied m. 
the ftileof 1739; andthe day being cold« 
put on a nunteel of green velvet laced 
with gold : but this was taken oflf by the 
bridegroom, who threw over her flioulderfi 
a fur cloak of Americaa lobles^ valued ac 
fourfcore 
7 
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feurfcovegulDcaSia prdcnC equally. agrcc-> 
able and' unciipoftedi Thus^-apcoucred, 
ftie vJMt lGd:upt!0 thedtar bji Mr: Dcn- 
'niftai, who. did thc; office of hec- father-: 
l<tfmahaga advanced- iiv the military ftap> 
vjtfk hi£ French aoatr teaching no fanheo 
tlian t^ nuddlo- o& his thigh, his caniH 
paigtiiwig- that furpafie^. all dcfcription, 
and a languishing' ieen upon his counEo-> 
sancei, in vnhich there feemed co bo fome-. 
thing arch and ironicaL The ring, which 
fac put upon- her finger, he had concealed 
«IL the moment ic was ufed. He now 
produced' it with arv air of fctf- compla- 
cency.. It- was a cuiious antique, fee 
with, rofq diamonds.: he told us after.* 
wards, it had been in his family two 
hundred years, and was a prefent-fr^m his 
grand- mother. Thefe circumftances a- 
greeabijf flattered tha pride of our aunt 
Tabtcha, which had already found un- 
common gratification in the captain's ge- 
nerofityv for ho had, in the morning, 
prefented my u icle with a fine bear's fkln, 
and aSpanifh fowling-piece, and me with 
a. cafe of piftols curjoudy mounted with 
filver. At the fame time- he gave Mrs. 
Jenkins an Indian purfe, made of filk 
grafs, containing twenty crown pieces. 
Tou muft know, this young lady, with 
, the 
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the afTiftance of Mr. Loyd, formed the 
third couple who yeftcrday facrificed to 
Hymen, I wrote to you in my laft, thac 
he had recourfe to my mediation, which I 
employed fuccefefully with my uncle.; 
but Mrs. Tabitha held out 'till the love-' 
fick Jenkins had two fits of the mother ; 
then ihe relented, and thofc two cooing 
turtles were caged for life — Ouc aunt 
made an effort ot generofiiy in furniJhing 
the bride with her fuperfiuities of clothes 
and linen, and hrr example was followed 
by my lifter ; nor did Mr. Bramble and 
I neglect her on this occafion. It was, in- 
deed, a day of peace- offering-r-Mr. Den- 
nilbn infiftcd upon Liddy's accepting two 
bank notes of one hundred pounds cach^ 
as pocket-money; and his lady gave her 
a diamond necklace of double that value. - 
There was, belides, a mutual exchange of 
tokens among the individuals of the two 
families thus happily united. 

As George Dennifon and his partner 
were judged improper objefts of mirth. 
Jack Willon had refolved to erecutefomc 
jokes on Lifmahago, and after fupper bcr 
gan to ply him with bumpers, when the la- 
dieshad retired; but the captain perceiving 
his drift, begged for quarter, alledging 
that the adventure, in which he had en- 
6 gaged. 
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gaged, was a very ferious matter; and 
that it would be more the part of a good 
Chriftian to pray that he might be ftreng- 
thened, than to impede his endeavours 
toBniOithe adventure. — He was fpared 
accordingly, and permitted to afccnd the 
nuptial couch with all his fenfes about 
him. — There he and his confort fat in 
ftate, like Saturn and Cybele, while the 
benediftion-poITet was dranlc ; and a cake 
being broken over the head of Mrs. Ta-- 
bitha Lifmahago, the fragments were dif- 
tributed among the byftanders, according 
to the coftom of the antient Britons, on 
the fuppofition that every perfon who ate 
of this hallowed cake, fhould that night 
have a vifion of the man or woman whom 
Heaven dcfigned fhould be his or hep 
wedded mate. 

The weight of Wilfon's waggery felt 
upon honeft Humphry and his fpoufe, 
who were bedded in an upper room, with 
the ufual ceremony of throwing the ftock- 
ing. — This being performed, and the 
company withdrawn, a fort of catter- 
wauling enfued, when Jack found means 
to introduce a real cat fhod with walnut- 
flieils, which ealloping along the boards, 
madeftjch a dreadful noifc as effectually- 

Vol. III. N dif- 
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difcompofcd our lovers Winifred 

fcreamed aloud, and Ihrunk under the 
bed-cloaihs. — Mr, Loyd, believing that 
Satan was come to buffet himwi propria 
per/ona, laid afide all carnal thoughts, and 
began to pray aloud with great fervency. 
—At length, the poor animal, being more 
afraid than either, leaped into the I^d, 
and .meauled with the moH: piteous excla- 
mation. — i.oyd, thus informed of the na^ 
turc of the annoyance, rofe and fct the 
door wide open, fo that this troublcfotne 
vifitani retreated with great expedition j 
then fecurjng himfelf, by means of a dou- 
ble bolt, from a fccond intrufion, he was 
left to enjoy his-good fortune without fur- 
ther dlflurbance. 

If one may judge from the k)oks of the 
parties, they are all very well fatisfied. with 
what has pafTed. — George Dennifon and 
his wife are too delicate to exhibit any 
ftrong-marked fignsof their mutual fatis- 
&iflion, but their eyes are fufficiently ex- 
preflive.— Mrs. Tabitha Lifmabago is ra- 
ther fulfome in fignifying her approbation 
of the captain's love j while his deport- 
ment is the very pink of gallantry. — He 
-fighs, and ogles, and langutlhes at this 
amiable obje^i he kiOcs her hand, mut- 
ters 
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ters ejaculations of rapture, and fings len- 
der airs ; and, no doubt, laughs internal- 
ly at her folly in believing him fincerc. — 
In order to (hew how litflc his vigour was 
impaired by the fatigues of the preceding 
day, he this morning danced a Highland 
farabrand over a naked back-fword, and 
leaped fo high, that I bcHeve he would 
make no contemptible figure as a vaulter 
at Sadler's Wells. — Mr. Matthew Loyd, 
when aflted how he rcliftics his bargain, 
throws up his eyes, crying, "For what 
" (ve have received, Lord make us thank- 
** ful: amen."— —His helpmate giggl«, 
and holds her hand before her eyes, af- 
fecting to be alhamed of having been in 
bed with a man. — Thus all thefe widgeons, 
enjoy the novelty of their fituation ; but, 
perhaps their note will be changed, when 
they arc better acquainted witK the nature 
of the decoy. 

As Mrs. Willis cannot be perfuaded to 
ftay, and Liddy is engaged by promife 10 
accompany her daughter back to Glou- 
cefter, I fancy there will be a general mi- 
gration from hence, and that inolt of us 
will fpend the Chriftmas holidays at Baih j 
in which cafe, 1 (hall certainly Bnd an op- 
portunity to .beat up your quarters. — By 
N 2 this 



268 The EXPEDITION OF 

this timCt I fuppofc, you are fick of aliaa 
ma/ert and even ready to execute chat 
fchcme of peregrination, which was laft 
year concerted between you and 

. Your affeflionate 

Nov. s. J- Melford. 



To Dr. lewis. 



SEAR DOCTOR, 

MY niece Liddy is now happily fettled 
for life ; and captain Lifmahago has taken 
Tabby off my hands J fothat I have no- 
thing further to do, but to comfort my 
friend Baynard, and provide for my fon 
Loyd, who is alfo fairly joined to Mrs. 
Winifred Jenkins. — You are an excellent 
genius at hints.— rDr. Arfauthnot was but 

a type of Dr. Lewis in that rcfpeft. 

What you obferve of the veftry-clcrk 
defervcs 
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dcfervcsconfideration. — I make no doubt 
but Matthew Loyd is well enough quali- 
fied for the office ■, but, at prefcnt, you 

muft finr' om for him in the houfe- 

His inct- jiible honcfty and indefati- 
gable care will be ferviceablc in fuperin* 
tcncflng the ceconomy of my farm ; tho' I 
don't mean that he Ihall interfere with 
Barns.of whom! have no caufctocompl'atn* 
— lam juft returned with Baynard, from a ' 
fccond trip to his houfe, where every thing 
is regulated to his fatisfad:ion. — He could 
not, ho_wevcr, review the apartments 
without tears and lamentation', fo thac 
he IS not yet in a condition to be left 
alone jjhercfore I will not part with him tilt 
the fpring, when he intends to plunge in- 
to the avocations of hufbandry, which 
will at once employ and amufe his atten- 
tion.-^Charles Dcnnifon has pFomiJed ta 
ftay witb him a fortnight, tO' fet him 
fairly afloat, tn his improvements^ and 
- Jack Wilfon will fee bim from time to- 
time i befides, he has a few friends in thft 
country, whan> his new plan- of life will 
not exclude fron> hb focicty. — In Jefs than 
a year, I nfiake no doubt, but he will fihd . 
bimfelf perfedtly ateafe both in his mind and 
Iwdy, for the one had dangeroufly affe&* 
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ed iht other ; and I (hall enjoy the exqui- 
fitc pleafure of feeing my friend refcued 
from mifery and contempt. 

Mrs. Willis being determined to return 
with her daughter, in a few days, to Glou- 
cefter, our plan has undergone fome al- 
teration. — Jery has perfuaded his brother- 
in-law to carry his wife to Bath ; and I 
believe his parents will accompany him 
thither.; — For my part, I have no inten- 
tion to take [hat route. — It mud be fome- 
thing very extraordinary that will induce 

me to revifit either Bath or London, 

My filler and iier hufband, Baynard and 
1, will take leave of them at Gloucefter, 
and make the beft of our way to Bramble- 
ton haii, where I defire you will prepare 
a good chine and turkey for our Chriftmas 

dinner, You muft alfo employ your 

medical (kill in defending me from the 
attacks of the gaut, that 1 may be in good 
cafe to receive the reft of our company, 
who promife to vifit us in their return 

from the Bath. As I have laid in 4 

confiderable ilock of health, it is to be 
hoped you will not have much trouble 
with me in the way of phyfic, but I in- 
tend to work you on the fide of exercife. 
— I have got an excellent fowling-piece 
6 from 



,,C.oog\c 



HUMPHRY CLINKER. 271 

from Mr. Lifmahago, who is 3 keen 
fportfinan, and we Ihall take the beatK in 
all weathers. — That this fchemeoflifemay 
be profecuted the more effectually, I in- 
tend to renounce all fedentaryamurements, 
particularly that of writing long letters j 
a refolution, which, had I taken it fooner, 
might have favcd you the trouble which 
you have lately taken in reading the ce-, 
dious epiftles of 



Matt. Bramble* 
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To Mrs. GwYLLiM, ac Bramblei^tn-hall. 

GOOD MRS. GWIIXIM, 

HEAVEN, for wife porpufcs, bath or- 
dained that I flioutd change my name and 
citation in life, fo that I am not to be con- 
lidercd any more as manger of my brother's 
family j but as I cannot furrender up my 
Itewardfhip till i have fettled with you 
and Williams, I defire you will get your 
accunts ready for infpeAion, as we are 

coming home without further delay, 

My fpoufe, the captain, being fubjedl to 
rummaticks, 1 beg you will take great 
care to have the blew chamber, up two 
pair of ftaiis, well warmed for his recep- 
tion. — Let the faflies be fecured, the cre- 
vices Hopt, the carpets laid, and the beds 
■well toufled. — Mrs. Loyd, late J-enkins, 
being married to a relation of the family, 
cannot remain in the capacity of a farvant ;. 
thtrefote, IwiJh youwould call about for 
fome creditable body to be with me in her 
xeom— If ihe can fpio, and is miftrefs of 
plain- 
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plain-work, fo much the better — but flie 
mull not expeft extravagant wages- 
having a family of my own, I muft be 
more oecumenical than ever. No more 
atprefent, butrcfts 

Your loving friend, 

Nov. 10. Tab. LlSMAHAGO, 



To Mrs. Mart Jones, at Brambleton- 
hall. 

lOKS. JGtti% 

: .PROVIDINCH hath bin plcafed to 
make great halteratton in the pafture of 
our affairs.— — -We were yefterday three 

. kiple chined, by the greafe of God, in the 
holy bands of m"4ttcrmoney,,and I now 
fubfcrive myfelf Loyd at your farvice.^ 
All the parifti allowed that young 'fquire 
Dallifon and his bride was a comely pear 
for to fee. — -As for madam Laflimiheygo, 
you nofc her picklearities — her head, to be 
iure, was fintaftical ; and her fpoufe had 
rapt her with a long marokin furze cloak 
from 
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from theland of thefelTidges, thof diey 
fay it it is of immenfe bally. — The captain 
himlclf had a huge haflbck of air, with 
three tails, and a tumtawdrycoat, bod'- 
dcred with fulfur. — Wan faid he was a 
monkey-bank ; and the ould bottler fwore 

he was the born imich of Titidall. 

i'oT my patt» I fays nothing, being as hoiy 
the captain has done the handfome thing 
by me. — Mr. Loyd was drelTcd in a lite 
frog, and checkct with gould binding ; 
and thof he don't enter incaparifon with 
great folks of quality, yet he has got as 
good Uood in his veias as arrow privet 
'fquire in the county i and then hrs 
purGng is far from cbntentible. — Your 
humble farvant had on a plain pea-green 
tabby fack, with my Runneta cap, ruff 
toupee, and fide curls, — They faid, I 
was the very moral of lady Rickmanftonc, 
but not fo pale— that may well be, for her 
layfhip is my elder by fevcn good years 
and more.— Now, Mr^s. Mary, our fatiety 
is to fuppurate-^Mp.' Millfart goes to 
Baih along with the Dalli(bns, and the 
reft of us pufh home to Wales, to pafs 

our Chriflimarlh at Brampleton hall 

As our apartment is to be the yallow pep- 
per, in the thurd ftory, pray carry tt;y 

things thither. Frefcnt my cumpii- 

mcnts 



,C<)(>yk' 



HUMPHRY CLTNKER. 275 
ments to Mrs. Gwyllim, and I hope fhe 
and I will live upon diirent terms of civi- 
lity. — Being, by God's blcfling, removed 
to a higher fpear, you'll excufe my being 
familiar with tTie lower farvents of the fa- 
mily i but, as I truft you'll behave refpeft- 
ful, and keep a proper diftance, you may 
always depend upon the gqod will and 
jpurte£tton of 

Yours, 

Nw. to. W. LOYD. 
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